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SERMON XV. 

job's Expoftulation with his Wife. 



JOB II. lOk 

What !— —fliall we receive good at the hand of God, 
and (hall we not receive evil alfo ? 

'T^HESE are the words of Job, uttered 
in the depth of his misfortunes, by 
way of reproof to his wife, for the coun- 
fel we find Ihe had given him in the fore- 
going verfe ; namely, not to retain his 

integrity any longer, but to curfe God 

and die. Though it is not very evident, 
what was particularly meant and implied 

in the words " Curfe God and die,'* 

yet it is certain from Job's reply to 
them, that they direfted him to fome 
ftep, which was ralh and unwarrantable, 
and probably, as it is generally explained, 
meant that he fhould openly call God's 
jiiftice to an account, and by a blalphc- 
mous accufation of it, provoke God to 

VOL. VII. B 
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job*s Expoftulation with his Wife; 

j6b II. lOb 

What !— —fliall we receive good at the hand of God, 
and (hall we not receive evil alfo ? 

'T'hese are the words of Job, uttered 
in the depth of his misfortunes, by 
way of reproof to his wife, for the coun* 
fel we find Ihe had given him in the fore- 
going verfe; namely, not to retain his 

integrity any longer, but to curfe God 

and die. Though it is not very evident, 
what was particularly meant and implied 

in the words " Curfe God and die," 

yet it is certain from Job's reply to 
them, that they direfted him to fome 
ftep, which was rafli and unwarrantable, 
and probably, as it is generally explained, 
meant that he fhould openly call God's 
juftice to an account, and by a blalphe- 
mous accufation of it, provoke God to 

VOL, VII. B 
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dcftroy his being: as if (he had faid,— 
After (o many fad things which have l>c- 
fallcn thee, notwithftanding thy integrity, 
what gaincft thou by ferving Gou, feeing 
he bears thus hard upon thee, as though 
thou waft his enemy ? Ought fo faith- 
ful a fcrvant as thou haft been, to receive 
lb much unkind treatment at his hands > 
-—and tamely to fubmit to it ? — patiently 
to fuftain the evils he has brought upon 
thy houfe, and neither murmur with thy 
lips ftor charge him with injuftice ? - Bear 
it not thus J — and as thy piety could not 
at firft protect thee from fuch misfor- 
tunc.n,— nor thy behaviour under them 
could fincc move God to take pity on 
thccv — change thy conduft towards him> 
—boldly expoftulate with him, — upbraid 
him openly with unkindnefs; — call hh 
jufticc and providence to an account for 
opprelTing thee in fo undefcrved a man- 
ner, and get that benefit by provoking 
him, which thou haft not been able to ob- 
tain by ferving him — to die at once by 
his hands, and be freed at leaft, from the 
greater mifcry of a lingering and more 
tormenting death. 



SERMON XV. j 

Jt)n the other hand, fome interpreters 

tell usj that the word curfe^ in xht 

original^, is equivocal, and. does more 
literally fignify here-^ to blefs than to 
blafpheme, and confequently that the 
whole is rather to be confidered as a far- 
caftical fcofF at Job's piety. — As if it had 
been faidi — Go to, — blefs God, — and die i ^ 
— fince thou art fo ready to praife him in 
troubles as thou hafl: done, go on in thy 
own way, and fee how God will reward 
thee, by a miferable death which thou 
can ft not avoid. 

Without difputing the itierit of thefe 
two interpretations, it may not feem an 
improbable conjefture, that the words 
imply fomething ftill different from what 

is exprelfed in cither of them> and in- 

ftead of fuppofing them as an incitement 
to blafpheme God, — which was madnefs 
— or that they were intended as an infult, 
which was unnatural ; — that her advice to 
curfe God and die^ was meant here, that 
he fhould refolve upon a voluntary death 
himfelf, which was an aft not only in his 
own power, but what carried fome ap- 

B 2 
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pearwce of a remedy with it, and ;ptpr 
mifedy at leaft at firft fight, fomc refpifler 
from pain, as it would put an end both 
to his life and his misfortunes together* ; 
One may fuppofe that with all the <x>q- 
cern and afFeftion which was natural, fl^ 
beheld her lord afflifted both with poverty 
- and ficknefs ; — by one fuddcn blo^ 
brought down from his palace to the 
dunghill, — In one mournful day fhe faw, 
that not only the fortunes of his houfe 
were blafted, but likewife the hopes of 
his pofterity cut off for ever by the un- 
timely lofs of his children. — She knew 
he was a virtuous and an upright man, 
and deferved a better fate ; — her heart 
bled the more for him, — ftie faw the pro- 

fpeft before him was dreadful, that 

there appeared no poflible means, which 
could retrieve the fad fituation of his af- 
fairs, — that death, the laft— the fureft 
friend to the unfortunate, could only fct 
him free i— and that it was better torefolve 
upon that at once, than vainly endeavour 
to wade through fuch a fea of troubles, 
which in the end would overwhelm him. 



S E R M O N XV. 5 

We may fuppofe her fpirits finking under 
thbk apprchenfipns, when fhc began tp 
look upon his conftancy as a fruitkfs tu?- 
tlJc, and from that perfuafion, tp have 
faid unto him, — Curfe God, — depend no 
longer upon him, nor wait the iflucs of 
his providence which has already forfaken 

thee : as there is no help from that 

quarter, — refolve to extricate thyfelf]-^ 
and fincc thou haft met with no juftice in 

this world,— leave it, — die, and force 

thy paflage into a better country, where 
misfortunes cannot follow thee. 

Whether this paraphrafe upon the words 
IS juft, or the former interpretations be 

admitted, the reply in the text is 

equally proper; — WhatI— fliall we re- 
ceive good at the hands of God, and fhall 
we not receive evil alfo ? Are not both 
alike the difpenfations of an all-wife and 
good being, who knows and determines 
what iskft? and wherefore fliould I make 
myfclf the judge, to receive the one, and 
yet be fo partial as to rcjev5l the other, 
•when by fairly putting both into the fcale, 
I may be convinced how much the good 
P .'J 
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outweighs the evil in allcafts ^iU'rtiy 
own, confider how ftrong this argument 
is againft me. ' - 

In the beginning of my days, how did 
God crown me with honour ! In how 
remarkable a manner did his proVidence 
fet a hedge about me, and about all that 
I had on every fide ! — how he pfolpercd 
the works of my hands, fo that our ftib- 
ftance and happinefs increafed every day! 

And now, when for reafons beft known 
to his infinite wifdom, he has thought fit 

to try me with affliftions, fhall I rebel 

againft him in finning with my lips, and 
charging him foolifhly ? — God forbid ! 
— O rather may I look up towards that 
hand which has bruifed me, — for he ma- 
keth fore and he bindeth up, he woundeth 
and his hands make whole. From his 
bounty only has iflTued all I had, from his 
wifdom — all I have loft; for he giveth 
and he hath taken away ;— -blefled be his 
name. 

There are few inftances of particular 
virtue more engaging than thofe of this 
heroic caft ^ and if we may take the tef- 
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.ttrnony of a heathen philofop^r ugpn it, 
..th/ere is not an c^je^.jn^this wprldA^rhjch 
God can be fuppofed to look down upon 
^ with greater pleafure, than that of a good 
..man involved in misfortunes^ fiirrounded 
on all fides with difficulti^s-ryet cheer- 
fully bearing up his head, and ftruggling 
againft them with firmnefs and conftancy 
of mind. — Certainly to our conceptions 
fuch objefts muft be truly engaging ;— 
and the rcafon pf fo exalted an encomium 
,from this hand, is eafily to, be gueflcd: 
no doubt the wifeft of the heathen philo- 
fophcrs had found, from obfervation ujpon 
the life of man, that the many troubles and 
infirmities of his nature, the ficknpffes, 
.difappointments, forrows for the I6ls of 
children or property, with the niimber- 
lefs other calamities and crols accidents to 
which the life of man is fubj^ft, were in 
themfelves fo great; — and fo liftle folid 
comfort to be adminiftered from the 
mere refinements of philofophy in fuch 
emergencies, that there was no virtue 
which required greater efforts, or which 
was found fo difficult to be achieved 
B 4 



f SERMON XV. 

upon moral principles 3 upon rtiofal pri*!*^ 
ciplcs — which had no foundation to (Mjlf^ 
tain this great weight, which thc^ ift^' 
firmities of our nature laid upon it, AtttJ 
for this reafon 'tis obfervable that ther^'i«f 
no fubjeft, upon which the moral writers 
of antiquity have exhaufted fo much of 
their eloquence, or where they have fpent 
fuch time and pains, as in this of endea- 
vouring to reconcile men to thefe evils. 
Infomuch, that from thence, in mod mo- 
dern languages, the patient enduring of 
affliftion has by degrees obtained the name 
of Philofbpher, and almoft monopolized 
the word to itfelf, as if it was the chief 
end or compendium of all the wifdom 
which philofophy had to offer. And in- 
deed, confidering what lights they had, 
fome of them wrote extremely well ; yet, 
as what they faid proceeded more from 
the head than the heart, 'twas generally' 
more calculated to filence a man in his 
troubles, than to convince, and teach him 
how to bear them. And therefore how- 
ever fubtle and ingenious their arguments 
might appear in the reading, 'tis to be 



SERMON XV. . s^. 

fou^d* they loft much of their ^S^cacyy 
w;ben-tjri€d in the application. If anf>an. 
was thruft back in the world by.difap- 
pointments, or — as was Job's cafe — had 
fuffered a fudden change in his fortunesj 
from an affluent cc^ndition was brought 
down by a train of truel accidents, and 
pinched with poverty — philofophy would 
come in, and exhort him. to ftand his 

ground; it would tell him that the 

fame greatnefs and ftrength of mind, 
which enabled him to behave well in the 
days of his profperity, fhould equally en- 
able him to behave well in the days of 
his adverfity ; — that it was the property, 
of only weak and bafe fpirits, who were^ 
infolent in the one, to be dejeded and 
overthrown by the other i whereas great 
and generous fouls were at all times calm 
and equal. — As they enjoyed the advan- 
tages of life with indifference, — they were 
able to refign them with the fame tem- 
per, — and confequently — were out of the 
Teach of fortune. All which, however 
fine, and likely to fatisfy the fancy of a 
man at eafe, could convey but lit tie. cpn* 
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'folation to a heart already pierced., 
forrowj — nor is it to be conceivied 
an unfortunate creature ihould.aoy r 
receive relief from fuch a le^urcj.j 
ever juft, than a man racked with an a 
fit of the gout or ftone, could be fupp 
to be fct free from torture, by hea 
from his phyfician a nice differtation 
on his cafe. The philofophic conJ 
tions in ficknefs, or in afflidions for 
death of friends and kindred, were ju 
efficacious 5 — and were rather in gee 
to be confidered as good fayings t 
good-remedies.— -^Sothat, if a man 
bereaved of a promifing child, in w| 
all his hopes and expeftations cente 
-^or a wife was left deftitute to mc 
the lofs and protedtion of a kind and i 
der hufband, Seneca or Epidetus w« 
tell the penfive parent and difconfo 
widow, — that tears and lamentation 
the dead were fruitlefs and abfurd j— t 
to die, was the neceflary and unavoida 
debt of nature; — and as it could ad 
of no remedy — 'twas impious and foo 
to grieve and fret themfelves i^on 



I 
•S'E RM'O'N ^XV. II 

''Upon 'fuch' fa^c c6tinfel, as well as many 
'otiler leffons of the fame ftamp, the fame 
• refleftion iTiight be applied^ \Vhich isfai'd 
'to have been made by one cf the Romran 
' emperors, to one who adtniniftered the 
fattie cbnfolations to Mm on a like occa- 
'-fion,^— to whom advifing him to be com- 
forted, and make himfelf eafy, fince the 
leventhadbeeii brought about by a fatality, 

^and could not be helped, — he replied, 

«' 'That this was fo far from teflening his 
trouble^ — that it Was the very circum- 
^ ftance which occafioned it/'— So that up- 
on the wholc-^when the true value of 
thefe, and many more of their current 
arguments have becnweighed and brought 
to the teft,-=^one is led to doubt, whether 
the greateft part of their heroes, the moft 
renowned' fbr cbnftanCy,"were not much 
more iridebted to good nehres and fpirits, 
or the natural happyframe df their tem- 
' pers, for biehaving well, than to any ex- 
traordinary helps, which ' they could be 
ftippofed to receive fr(5m their inftruftors. 
And thetefore Tftiould make no fcruplc 
to aflert, that one fuch ihftance of pz^ 
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ticnce and refignation as this, which the 
fcripture gives us in the perfon of ■ j^ob, 
not of one nioft pompoufly declftirfiih^ 
upon the contempt of pain and povcf tjr, 
but of a man funk in the loweft conditidfl 
of humanity, to behold him when ftriji* 
ped of his eftate, — ^his wealth, his friends, 
his children — cheerfully holding up fais 
head, and entertaining his hard fortune 
with firmnefs and ferenityj — and this, 
not from a lloical ftupidity, but a juft 
fenfe of God*s providence, and a pcrfua- 
fionof hisjuftice and goodnefs in all his 

dealings Such an example, I fay, 

as this, is of more univerfal ufe, fpeaks 
truer to the heart, than all the heroic pre- 
cepts, which the pedantry of philofbphy 
have to offer. 

This leads me to the point I aim at hi 
this difcourfci — namely, that there arc 
no principles but thofe of religion to be 
depended on in cafes of real diftrefs, and 
that thefe are able to encounter the worft 
emergencies; and to bear us up under 
all the changes and chances to which ow 
life is fubjeft. 
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, Confi4er then what virtue the vf^ry firfl: 
principle of religion has, and hov^/* wonr 
derfully it is conducive to this end. That 
there is a God, a powerful, a wife an4 
good being, who firft made the world 
and continues to govern it; — by whofe 
goodnefs all things are defigned, — and by 
whofe providence all things are conduced' 
to bring about the grcateft and bell ends. 
The forrowful and penfive wretch that 
was giving way to his misfortunes, and 
mournfully finking under them, the mo-^ 
ment this doftrine comes in to his aid, 
hufhes all his complaints, — and thusfpeaks 
comfort to his foul ; — " It is the Lord, 
let him do what feemeth him good,-^ 
without his direftion I know that no evil 
can befal me, — without his permiflion' 
that no power can hurt me. — It is im«* 
poffible a Being fo wife Ihould miftake 
my happinefs — or that a Being fo good 
Ihould contradift it. If he has denied 
me riches or other advantages — perhaps 
he forefees the gratifying my wifties would 
undo me, and by my own abufe of thenri 
be perverted to my ruin. — If he has de- 
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meci n)C the r^queft of children^T-^OJ' in 
hb providence has thought fit to take 
them from me — how can I fay— .Mihethcf 
he has not deak kjndly with me, and only 
taken that away which he fbrefaw woiald 
imbitter and ftiorten my days ? It <Joea 
fo to thoufands, where the difobedicncc 
of a thanklels child has brought down 
the parent's grey hairs with forrow to the 
grave. Has he vifited me with ficknefs^ 
poverty, or other difappointments ? — can 
I fay> but thefe are bleflings in difguife i 
— fo many difl^^rent expreffions of his care 
and concern to difentangle my thoughts 
from this world, and fix them upon ano- 
ther, — another, a better world beyond 
this!'* — This thought opens a new fcene 
of hope and confolation to the unfortu- 
nate ; — and as the perfuafion of a Provi-* 
dence reconciles him to the evils he has 
fuffered, — this profpedt of a future life 
gives him ftrength to dcfpife them^ and 
efteem the light afflictions of this life as 
they are — not worthy to be compared to 
what is referved for him hereafter. 
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Things are gresit or fmall by cornpaii 
r ifo n ^ " and he who looks no farther 
than this world, and balances the ac-^ 
counts of his joys and ibiferings from* 
that confideration, finds all his ibrrows 
enlarged, and at the clofe of them will 
be apt to look back, and caft the fame 
fad refleiftion upon the whole, which the 
patriarch did to Pharaoh, — " That few 
and evil had been the days of his pilgrim- 
age/* But let him lift up his eyes to- 
wards heaven, and ftedfaftly behold the 
life and immortality of a future ftate, 
he then wipes away all tears from off 

his eyes for ever and ever ^ like the 

exiled captive, big with the hopes that 

he is returning home he feels not the 

weight of his chains, or counts the days 
of his captivity ; but looks forward with 
rapture towards the country where hi» 
heart is fled before. 

Thefe are the aids which religion offers 
us towards the regulating of our fpirit 
under the evils of life, — but like great 
cordials, — they are feldom ufed but on 
great occurrences.- In the lefler evils 
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of lifir we fccm to ftafhd iinguardccl,--aAcl 
our peace and contentment are' dtidr- 
thrown, and our happinefs broke in upon 
by a little impatience of fpirit, under the 
crofs and untoward accidents we meet 

with. Thefe ftand unprovided for, and 

we negleft them as we do the (lighter in- 
difpofitions of the body— which we think 
not worth treating fcrioufly — and fo leave 
them to nature. In good habits of the 

body, this may do, ^and I would gladly 

believe, there are fuch good habits of the 
temper, fuch a complexional eafe and 
health of heart, as may often favc the pa^ 
tient much medicine. — We are ftill to 
confuler — that however fuch good frames 
of mind are got — they are worth preferv^ 
ing by all rules ;— patience and content* 
ment,— which like the treafure hid in the 
field for which a man fold all he had to 
purchafe — is of that price that it cannot 
be had at too great a purchafe, fihcc 
without it, the beft condition in life can- 
not make us happy, — and with it, it is 
impoffible we (hould be miferable even in 
the worft,— Give me leave therefore to 
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d^fiL thw difcourfc with fomc rcfleSbns 
up9^ the fubjed of a contented mind ■ 
^d the duty in man of regulating his 

ipirit^ in our way through lifej afub- 

}tdL in every body's mouth preached 

upon daily to our friends and kindred— 
but too oft in fuch a ftyle, as to convince 
the party leftured, only of this truth j— 
that we bear the misfortunes of others with 
excellent tranquillity. 

I believe there are thoufands fo extra- 
vagant in their ideas of contentment^ as 
to imagine that it muft confift in having 
every thing in this world turn out the 
way they wilh — that they are to fit down 
ao bappinefs, and feel themfelves fo at 
cafe at all points^ as to defire nothing 
better and nothing more. I own there 
arc inftances of fome, who feem to pafs 
xbrough the world as if all their paths 
had been ftrcwed with rofe-buds of de- 
light;— —i- but a little experience will con- 
vince us, *tis a fatal expeftation to go up- 
on« — We are born to trouble; and wc 
may depend upon it whilft we live in 
this world we (hall have it> though with 

VOL. VII. c 



intoitniifiojMT^that it, in. iwrlutevtot ftoCB 
we are, we ihall fiAd a mxacture of ffkod 
JMdcyili and therdore the true way uto 
jcontcotmcnt is to kttow how to rcoeivr 
chcfc certain viciflGtudcs of lifc,-^ the rir 
.turns !of good and £vil, (o as neither jI9 
Jt>e exalted by the One^ or overthrovHi b)^ 
Shcoth^y but CO bear ourfelves towards 
if very thing which happens with fuch ea(^ 
and indifference of mind> as to hazani 
M little as nfuy be* This is the true torn* 
|>erate climate fitted for us by nature».>aii4 
in which every wife man would ^iihM 
live.— God knows, we are perpctuaUjr 
ftraying out of it* and by giving wiogi 
to our imaginations in the tranfporta wt 
:dream pfi from fuch or fuch a ficuaijm 
in Kfe, we ^are. carried away altcronoriy 
into all the extremes of hot and oold9 fw 
which as we are neither fitted by natunei 
or prepared by expe^tion, wc feel tlwm 
with all their violence, and with all f heir 
danger toor 

i God, for wife reafons, has madcdW 
aflrair^' in this world almiofl: as Hckle Bfid 
eapricious as ourfelves— Pain and *plttk^ 
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Cum, iikc light and darknefs) fuocbedieach 
•oxd^r \- and he that kno^^s how to acconif- 
modate himfclf to their pcriocUcal returns, 
mid can wifely extradt the good from the 
evil-^knows only how to livej^^this i^ 
true contentment, at leaft all that is to be 
had of it in this world, and for this every 
man muft be indebted not to his fortune 
but to himfelf. — And indeed it would 
have been Itrange, if a duty fo becom* 
ing US as dependent creatures— and fo 
neceifary befides to all our well-beings^ 
liadbcen placed out of the reach of any 
nk^ fome meafure to put in pradtice— .^-li 
md for this reafon, there is fcarce any lot 
ialow^ but there is fomething in it to fa* 
€isfy the nnan whom it has befallen ; Pro* 
'Hctence having fo ordered things, that 
»• every man's cup, how bitter focver, 
tkere arc fome cordial drops— —-(bmc 
good cifcumftanccs, which if wifely ex-* 
traAed, are fufficient for the purpofe he 
wants them,'*-that is, to make him con- 
^iKed) and if not happy, at lead: re- 
figned* May God blels us all with this 
IpiflW, ;,far the fake of Jcfus ChvifH 
Amen, 

c 2 
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SERMON XV/. 
The Charafter of Shimei. 

1 SAMUEL XIX. 21. iftPart, 

But Abifliai faid, Shall not Shimei be put to death for 
this ?— - 

" T T has not a good afpcft— — This 
is the fecond time Abijhai has 
propofed Sbimei's dellruftion ; once in the 
1 6th chapter, on a fudden tranfpprt of 
indignation, when Shimei curfedDavid.— - 
** IVhy Jhould this dead dog^ cried Abijhai^ 
•* curfe n^ lord the king ?' let me go over^ I 
*• pray tbee^ and cut off his head.^^ -^-^—^ 
This had fotnething at lead of gallantry 
in it; for in doing it, he hazafded his 
own ; and befides, the offender was not 
othcrwife to be come at : the fecond time, 
is in the text ; when the offender was ab- 

folutely in their power when the blood 

was cool; ^nd the fuppliant was holding 
up his hands for mercy. 
c 3 
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. — Sh^linot Shimei, anfwered Abilhij}, 
be put; jto death for this ? So unrelerit¥ng 
a piurfuit^ looks lefs like juftice than Re- 
venge, which is fo cowardly a paflibn, 
that it j-enders Abifhai's firft inftance al- 
moft inconfiftent with the fccond. I 
Ihall not endeavour to reconcile them; 
but confine the difcourfe fimply to Shi- 
mei ; and make fuch refleftions upon his 
charafter as may be of ufe to fociety. 

Upon the news of his fon AbfaIom*s 

eonlpiracy, David had fled from Jeru- 

^falem, and from his own houfe, for fafety : 

the rcprefehtation given of the manner 

of it, is truly afltfting: never was'^a 

fcene of forrow fo full of diftrefs ! 

The king fled with all his houfchold 
to fave himfelf from the fword of the niah 
he loved; he fled with all the marks <>f 
humble forrow — *' with bis bead covered 
and barefoot ;" and as he went by the af- 
cent of mount Olivet, the facred hiftb- 
rianfays, he wept — fomegladfbmclcehei, 
perhaps, which there had pafsM— i— ^bnflfe 
hours of feftivity he had fliared with Ab- 
falom in better days^ prefTcd tenderly t^dri 
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fUtunr^ he wept at this. fad vipjiUtude of 

,'jtj&i^g^?---and' all the people thajf^were 

'lyith IjiiTij finitten with his aiHiAioni ci^ 

Vefd ca^b man his biOd-^Wieping 'a^ be 

[went up* 

J It[ was on this occafion, whin PavicI 
had got to Bahurim, that Shinnei the 'fi>n 
of Gcra, as we read in the ^th vttft, 
came out : — was it with the chofceft oils 
he could gather from mount Olivet, ti> 
pour into his wounds ? — Times and 
troubles had not done enough ^ and thou 
camcft out, Shimei, to add thy portion— • 
. . " jind as be came, be curfed Davids and 
threw ft ones and caft duft at him \ and thus 
faid Shimei^ when he cur Jed: Go to^ thou 
man $f Belial^ thou haft fought bloody — and 
Mold thou art caught in thy own mfchief\ 
:for now hath the Lord returned upon thee 
all the blood of Saul and bis bcufe.** 
'■ There is no fmall degree of malicious 
craft m fixing upon a fcafon to give a' 
mark of enmity and ill-will: a word,— a 
Jopk, which at one time would make no 
iinprcflion — at another time wounds the 
Jby^arti and like a (haft Sying with the 
c 4 
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wind, pierces dccp> which, with itfcjoim; 
hacurafiforcei would fcarce have tC9^tAf 
the object aimed at. .. ^ >v' 

* This feemcd to have been Shimei'r 
hopes : but excefs of malice makes rnen: 
too quickfighted even for their own pvr- 
pofe. Could Shimei poflibly have waiird 
for the ebb of David's paflfions, and till 
the firft great conBift within him hadbe<;n* 
over— then the reproach of being guilty 
of SauPs blood muft have hurt him—- his 
heart was poffefled with other feelings— it 
bled for the deadly fling which Abfalom. 
had given him — he felt not the indignity 
of a ftranger— ** Behold my /on Abfalom^- 
who came out of my bowels^ feeketh my life-^ 
how much more may Shimei do il ? — let him 
alone \ it may be the Lord may look upon 
my affliSlion^ and requite me good for this 
eviir 

An injury unanfwcrcd in courfe grows 
weary of itfclf, and dies away in a volun- 
tary rcmorfe. 

In bad difpofitions capable of no re«> 

ftraint but fear it has a different ef-. 

fc(5t— the filent digeftion of one wroijg 
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prtt9(Mt»H fecond.— He purfues fiiifp 'witTi 
tkt^^tt&ic irircdivc; a)id as Da<;id and mi 
men went by the way^ Sbimei went alotig on 
tie' Mrs fide over againft him j and curfed 
as'^kt^went, and caft dufi at him. 

The Infolcnce of bafe minds in fuccefs 
i^ boundlcfs; and would fcarce admit of 
a comparifon, did not they themiclves 
furnifti us with one in the degrees of their 
abjeftion when evil returns upon them— ^ 
the fame poor heart which excites unge- 
nerous tempers to triumph over a fallen 
adverfary, in fome inftances feems to ex- 
alt them above the point of courage, finkg 
them in others even below cowardice.— • 
Not unlike fome little particles of matter 
ftruck off from the furface of the dirt by 
ftinfhinc — dance and fport there whilft ic 
lafts — but the moment 'tis withdrawn— 
they fall down — for duft they are — and 

iinto duft they will return whilft firmer 

and larger bodies prefcrve the ftations 
which nature has afllgned them, fubjefted 
to la^s which no change of weather can 
altfcr. 

This laft did not feem to be Shimci's 
cafe I in all David's profperity, there is 
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f|E>,i¥^e<i(fion made of hiinr-he.thni.fl: Jiiijrw* 
^.fbrwaird into the circlcj aiKl pofEi^ 
iW^^ miwbct'd ampngft friends aiul wf^l^ 
wiihe«, . , .,\j,.' 

: ' When the fcene changes, and Dfvi4i'p 
troutpiks force him to leave his houfi^.in 
4flfpair-rr-3himci is the firft man we j^e,ar 
ofji, who comes ou4; againft him. : > 

The wheel turns round once morpj 
Abfalom is caft down^ and David reciiira^ 
in peace«— Shimei fuip his behaviour to 
the occafion^ and is the firit n>an al& 
who halles to greet him— *«-and had tik^ 
wheel turn'd round a hundred timed, Shi- 
mei, I dare fay, in every period of its 
rotation, would have been uppermoft. 

O Shimei ! would to heaven when thou 
wail (lain, that all thy family had been 
liain with thee ; and not one of thy rc- 
fcmblance left ! but ye have multiplied 
exceedingly and replenijfhed the earth i 
and if 1 prophecy rightly— —ye will ia 
the end fubdue it. 

There is not a character in the worW 
which has fo bad an influence upoo..tbf 
ftffairs of it, as this of Shimei i .w^lft 
power meets with honcft checks, and the 
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*Wli dflife -with honeft refogey tht>Wortd 
♦Witf 'Wcvct be ttndone : bait thw, Shin^ 
litiff (ipp'd it at both extremes i for thoftt 
corrupteft profperity — and 'tis thou who 
iikftferoken the heart of poverty s and fo 
loirg as worthlefs fpirits can be ambitiovi 
ones, 'tis a character we fhall never want. 
O! it infefts the court— ^~the camp— . 
the- cabinet-^it infefts the church-*-go 

i^rhercf you will in every quarter, in 

cveiy profeffion, you fee a Shimci foU 
loi^ingthewheels of the fortunate througii 
thick mire and clay.— 

*— -Haftc, Shimeil— haftej or thou wilt 
be undone for ever— — Shimei girdeth 
up His: loins and fpcedeth after him — 
behold the hand which governs every 
thing; — takes the wheels from off his 
charibt, fo that he who driveth, driveth 
oit 'heavily— -Shimei doubles his fpced— 
btlt"tis the contrary wayi he fries Hka 
the wind orcr a fandy defert, and tha 
place thereof (hall know it no more— — 
ftiy; Shimei! 'tis your patron-^ — your 
frifendi-»i — iyour benefaftor ; 'tis the man 
ifrflb^hasf mifed you frojri the dunghill 
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■ ' ■ .'tis all one to Shimei : Shimei is the 
baromecer of every man's fortunes mark)^ 
the rift and fall of it> ivich all the vanaft 
tions from fcorching hot to freezing cokl 
upon his countenance, that the limile 

will admit of. Is a cloud upon .thy 

affairs? — fee — it hangs over Shimei's brow 
•——.Halt ^bcu been fpoken for to the king 
or the captain of the hofl: without fuc^ 

cefs ? look not into the court-kalcii'^p 

dcr the vacancy is fiU'd up in Shi- 

mei*s face — Art thou in debt ?— though 
not to Shimei — no matter— —the wQf ft 
officer of the law ihall not be more in* 
folent. 

What then, Shimei, is tlic guilt, -of 
poverty fo black — is it of fo general -a 
concern, that thou and all thy family 
muft rife up as one man to reproach it. 2 
^— -when it loft every thing— did it loft 
the right to pity too? or did he who 
maketh poor as well as maketh rich^ ftfip 
it of its natural powers to mollify t^ 
hearts and fupple the temper of yiour 
race ? — Truft me, ye have much to mh 
fwer fori it is this treatment which it has 
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#VW*iWet- i;^ith from fpirits like'rymjf*, 
iithiHH h^fci gradually taught the >W)r**W 
I66k updn it as the greateft of e^il^,* and 
IhUrt It^as the worft difgracfe- — airi wfcttt 

i!i^%' I bcfeech you what is it thM 

mian will not do, to keep cleai* of fo (bit 
art imputation and puniflimentJ^ii^ it 
not td fly from this, that be rifes earfy-^ 
late takes refi\ and eats the tread 0f cari^ 
futnefi? — that he plots, contrives— fwcari 
— i-lies— fliufflcs— puts on all fliapes-^ 

tti« all garments wears them, with 

thi^; or that fide outward juft as it 

fa^^ours his efcape. 

They who have confidered our nkturei 
affirm, that fhame and difgrace are two 
of the moft infupportable evils of human 
life : the courage and fpirits of many have 
mattered other misfortunes, and borne 
themfelves up againlt them; but the 
wiftft and beft of fouls have not been a 
match for thefe ; and we have many a 
tfagicial inftance on record, what greater 
<^vlU have been run into, merely to avoid 
this one. 
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- Whhout this tax of infamy, poveAjfy 
i^ith all the burdens it lays Upon otrrftefb 
•^fo long as it h virtuous^ could ni^cr 
break the fpirits of a man » all its hunger^ 
and pain, and nakednefs^ are nothing 
to it, they have fome counterpoifd of 
good I and befides they are dirc&ed tqr 
Providence^ and mud: be fubmitted to ) 
but thofe are afflidlions not from the hand 
of God or Nature — •* for fbey dp com^ forth 
0f the DUST, and moft properly may be 
faid to ffrini out of the oround^ and this 
ii the realbn they lay fuch ftrefs upon our 
patience,-mand in the end, create fuch a 
diftruft of the world, as makes, us look up 
— and pray. Let me fall into thy bands ^ O 
God I hut let me not fall into the bands ef 



men.** 



Agreeable to this was the advice of 
Eliphas to Job in the day of his diftrcf^i 
— " acquaint thyfelf^ faid he, now mth 
Cod: — indeed his poverty fcemed to iuve 
left him no other : the fwords of the Sa- 
beans had frightened them away-*— ^ all 
but a few friends i and of what kind they 
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Wfff> the very proverb, oiJoV^ comfnt^ 
^/■^^-T^fays enough, 

. It is. an inftaace which gives one great 
cpncern for human nature^ <' Thaca 
mAH^. V)h$ always wept for him who wj^ 
in tr$uhh i-'^'^^wbo never Jaw aity peri/k 
far want of clofhing i — who never fufend 
ike ganger to lodge in tbejtreet^ but apensi 
fys dfior to the traveller » — f^tbat a man of 
fo gtbod a charaAer,-*^^ that l^e nevor 
eaufedtbe ejes oftbe widow to fail^ — orhai 
§a^n bis morfel by bimfelf alom^ and tb^ 
fatberkfs bad not eaten thereof i'^-^-thsit fucb 
ff nnanj the moment he fell into poverty^ 
Ihould have occafion to cry out fofr quor** 
ter, — Have mercy upen me^ my friends ! 
for the band of God has touched »/,*——« 
6endenefs and humanity (one would 
lliiok) would melt tiie hardefl: lieart and 
(barm the fierceft fpiric -, bind up th^ moft 
violent hand, and ftill the moft abufive 
tOQgue}~-but the experiinenc failed in a 
ftrongcr inftance of himj whofe meat and 
drink it was to do us good < and in pur« 
ijiiiit lof which^ whole whole life was a con<> 
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tinned fcene of kindnefs ^uid of iflftiltiS 
for which we muft go back to the^ftftHF 
explanation with which we fet out, ^ tUtd 
that is, the fcandal of poverty*— ^-*^ 
. *> Ttisfellawif we knov) not whence he4s^^ 
-— r-was the popular cry of one part 5 
and with thofc who feemed to know bec« 
t9» the quere did not lelTen the difgraoe : 
—Is not this the carpenter, the fon of 
Mary ?-rof Mary 5 — great God of Ifrael I 
What l~of the meaneft of thy people ! 
(/^r be bad not regarded the low eftate of his 
hand-maiden) — and of the pooreft ! tx)0 
(for (he had not a lamb to offer, but was 
purified as Moles dired:ed in fuch a cafe, 
by the oblation of a turtle dove).—— ■ 
That the Saviour of their nation could 
be poor, and not have where to lay his 
head,— was a crim^never to be forgiven: 
and though the purity of his doflrine, 
and the works which he had done in its 
fupport, were ftronger arguments on • its 
fide, than his humiliation could be againft^ 

it, yet the offence ftill remained;.— 

they looked for the redemption of Ifrael 1 



hulif'thejrf would Jmve it eiAy m £:thoA 
itmitn«ir:#f power which filkd tilinif jkniN' 

Y»wii» weigh the worth of ail things 
6hi)r. in the goldfrmth's balance f-^was 
(httF ^religion ;for you j-^a religion whofe 
appeavanct was not great and fplendidy 
•^but looked thin and meagre, andwhdftf 
principles and promifes fhewod more like 
the cift-les of the law, than its' bkfTuvgi't 

■■ M f fe r they called for fufFcsringsy jJn'd 
prdnrnfed little but pcrfccutions. • 

)(Ifi truth, it is not eafy for tribnlaiioii' 
Of diftrefs, for nakednefs or famine,' to 
m^e many converts out of pride io*. 
reconcile a worldly heart to the fcom and 
rb|)Foachesj which were iure to be the 
poiftiort of erery one who believed a myP 
twiy fo difcredited by the world, and* fo 
iinpalatable to all its paflions and plea^ 
fueea. 

^'But to bring this fcrmon to its proper 
condufion. 

If Aftrea or Juftice never finally took 
lier leave of the world, till the day that 
poverty firft became ridiculous, it is 

VOL. VII, D 
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matter of confolation, that the God of 
Juftice is ever over us ; — that whatever 
outrages the lownefs of our condition 
may be expofed to, from a mean and un- 
difcerning worlds— that we walk ia ^e 
prcfence of the greateft and moft gene- 
rous of beings, who is infinitely removed 
from cruelty and ftraitnefs of mind, and 
all thofe little and illiberal paffions^ with 
which we hourly infult each other. 

The worft part of mankind are not al- 
ways to be conquered — but if they are 
'tis by the imitation of thefe quali- 
ties which muft do it : — *tis true — as I've 

Ihewn they may fail 5 but ftill all is 

not loft, for if we conquer not the 

world in the very attempts to do itv-^ 

we fliall at leaft conquer ourfelves, tutd' 
lay the foundation of our peace (whei^'^ 
it ought to be) within our own hearts., i m* 
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*fHt Cafe of Hezekiah and the 
Meflengers *. 



4 KINGS XX. 15. 

And he faid. What have they feen in thine houfe? and. 
Hezekiah anfwcred. All the things that are in ^my 
toufe have they feen ; there is nothing amongft all my 
■ ^ttfeafurcs that I have not fhewn them. 

i J ■ 

.**-^ A •^ ^ where was the harm, you'll 
' '^^ fay, in dl this? 
ff An eaftern prince, the fon of Bala* 
diney had fent meflengers with prefents as 
far;as from Babylon, to coagratulate He-^ 
zektah upon the recovery from his fick- 
nefsj .and Hezekiah, who was a good 
prince, aftedconfiflently withhimfelf : be 
received aud entertained the men, and heark-- 
ened unto tbem^ and before he fent them 
away, he courteoufly Ihewed them all 

* Preached before his Excellency the Earl of 
Hertford, at Paris, 1763, 

D 2 
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that was worth a ftranger's curiofity in 

his houfe and his kingdom an4 in 

this, fcemed only to have difcharged him- 
felf of what urbanity or the etiquette pf 
courts might require. Notwithftandiiig 
this, in the verfe which immediately fol* 
lows the text, we find he had done amifsi 
and as a puniQiment for it, that all his 
riches, which his forefathers had laid up 
in ftore unto that day, were threatened to 
be carried away in triumph to Babylou, 

■ the very place from whence the nact 
fengers had come^r 

A hard return ! and what his bchavioiui 
does not feem to have deferved. To ftt 
this matter in a clear light, it will be ne- 
ccflary to enlarge upon the whole ftory, 

the refleftions which will arife out of 

it, as we go along, may help us at 

leaft, I hope they will be ,of uie on their 
own account. . . 

After the miraculous defeat of the. Afr^ 
fyrians, we read in the beginning of. thia 
chapter, that Hczekiah was fick ^yca 
unto death ; and that God fends the pro^ 
phet Ifaiah, with the unwelcome ngidT- 
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fetg^i^'tbaf bejhouldfet bis boufe in order ^ 
/rir iWtbe Jbould die, and not live. 

■ There are many inftanccs of men^ who 
hive itceived fuch news with the grc^teA 
felfe xff mind, and even entertained the 
thobghtJ-of icwith fmilcs upon their coun- 
tenances, — and this, either from ftrength 
6f spirits and the natural cheerfulncfs of 
their temper, — or that they knew the 

world, and cared not for it, or ex- 

peifted a better yet thoufands of good 

men, with all the helps of philofoj^hy, 
and againft all the aflurances of a wcU- 
fpent life, that the change muft be to 
their account, — upon the approach of 
death have ftill lean'd towards this world, 
and wanted fpirirs and refolution to bear 
the fliock of a feparation from it for 
ever. 

This, in fome meafure, feemed to have 
been Hezekiah's cafe -, for tho' he had walk* 
cd'befbre God in truth, and with a perfeft 
heart, and had done that which was goo^f 

in his fight, yet we find that the hafty 

frntrmons afflicted him greatly; that 

upon the delivery of the mellage he wept 

D 3 
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fore;— —that he turned his facej'ifi'otwards 
the wall,-—— perhaps fpr the gregieri Se- 
crecy .of his devotion, and that, hy ^ith- 
drawmg himfelf thus from all .e»t)ef/ial 
objefts, he might offer up his prayjor.Mn- 
to his God, with greater and more ipr- 
vcnt attention, 

-— Aiid he pray'd, and faid, O Lord ! 

I befeech thee remember O Heze- 

kiah ! How couldft thou fear that God 
had forgotten thee ? or, how couldft thou 
doubt of his remembrance of thy inte- 
grity, when he call'd thee to receive its 
recompence ? 

But here it appears of what materials 
n^an is made : he purfues happinefs-r — 
and yet is fo content with mifery, that he 
would wander for ever in this dark vale 

of it, and fay, *' It is good^ Lord! 

^^ to be here^ and to build tabernacles of 
" reft ;" and fo long as we arc clothed 
with flefh, and nature has fo great a Ihare 
within us, it is no wonder if that part 
claims its right, and pleads for the fweet- 
nefs of life, notwithftanding all its care 
and difuppointments. 



^ '-vqphia. natural wedcnefs, no dottbr^ "had 

'iw^Wd^t ih Heztkiah's canaeft -pmyer 

'^fot life:- and yet from the fuccefs it met 

^^vmhjZtid the immediate changeof God's 

''|f>ilfpofe thereupon, it is hard to imagine, 

but' that it muft have been accompanied 

with feme meritorious and more generous 

motive j and if we fuppofe, as fome have 

done, that he turned his face towards the 

wall, becaufe that part of his chamber 

looked towards the temple, the care of 

whofe prelervation lay next his heart, we 

may conliftently enough give this fenfe to 

his prayer. 

<^ OGod! rememberhow I have walked 

^^ before thee in truth; how much I 

^* have done to refcue thy religion from 

*' error and falfehood j thou knoweft 

*^ that the eyes of the world are fixed 
*^ upon me, as one that hath forfaken 
" their idolatry, and reftored thy wor- 
'^ fhip J— that I ftand in the midft of a 
^< crooked and corrupt generation, which 
«^ looks thro' all my aftions, and watches 
*' all events which happen to me: if 
•* now they fhall fee me fnatched away in 
D 4 
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*' the midft of my days and fervic<;, ]tii^\f i 
<^ will thy great name fufter in ixv-f^Tfl 
*^ tin£lion ? Will not the heathen siof-^') 
^^ This it is to ferve the God of Ifc^ltj 
*' -—How faithfully did Hezekiah-w^ j 
*' before him ? — What enemies did: he-i 
** bring upon himfelf, in too warnaly 
*' promoting his worlhip ? and now whea 
** the hour of fickncfs and diftrefs came 
^' upon him, and he moft wanted the 
*' aid of his God : — behold how he was 
« forfaken !" 

It is not unreafonable to afcribe feme 
fuch pious and more difinterefted motive 
to Hezekiah's defire of life, from the 
iflue and fuccefs of his prayer:— —/<7r r/ 
came to pafs^ before Ifaiah had gone out 
into the middle courts that the word of the 
Lord came to him^ f^yi^g^ Turn again and 
tell Hezekiab I have heard his prayer^ I 
have feen his tears \ and behold I will heal 
him. 

It was upon this occafion, as we read 
in the 1 2th verfe of this chapter, that Ba-* 
radock-baladan, fon of Baladine king of 
Babylon, fent letters and a prefent unto 
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H^kiAi he h?-d heard the fame of his ' 

fidchdS and recovery; for as flie Chal- 

dcaWs were- great iearchers into the fecrets 

of 'ftartre, elpeciaHy into the motions of 

tlwi'cfchifttal bodies, in all probability they 

had tfefcen notice, at that diftance, of the 

ftrMige- appearance of the fhadow's re- 

twriiftg ten degrees backwards upon their 

dialsf, and had inquired and learned upon 

what account, and in whofe favour, fuch 

a fign was given ; fo that this aftronomi- 

cal miracle, befides the political motive 

which it would fuggeft of courting fuch 

a'favouriteof heaven, had been fufficient 

by itielf to have led a curious people as 

far asjerufalem, that they might fee the 

man for whofe fake the Sun had forfook 

his courfe. 

And here we fee how hard it is to ftand 
the fhock of profperity, and how much 
truer a proof we give of our ftrength in 
that extreme of life, than in the other. 

In all the trials of adverfity, we find that 
Hezckiah behaved well, nothing un- 
manned him : when befiegcd by the Af- 
fyrian hoft, which (hut him up in Jcrufa- 
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1cm, and threatened his deftruftioni'^-^jhc 
ftood unlhaken, and depended uponGoD^s 
fuccour.— — -When ciift down upon 'his 
bed of fickncfs, and threatened with death, 
he meekly turn'd his face towards "the 
wall, — -wept and pray'd, and depetided 
upon God's mercy :— but no fooner docs 
profpcrity return upon him, and the mcf- 
fengers from a far country come to pay 
the flattering homage due to his great- 
hefs, and the extraordinary felicity 6f his 
life, but he turns giddy, and finks under 
the weight of his good fortune, and with 
a tranfport unbecoming a wife man upon 
it, 'tis faid, he hearken'd unto the men, 
and Ihcw'd them all the houfe of his pre- 
cious things, the filver and the gold, the 
fpices and the precious ointments, and all 
the houfe of his armour, and all that was 
found in his treafures ; that there was no- 
thing in his houfe, nor in his dominions, 
that Hezekiah fhew'd them not : for tho' 
it is not exprefsly faid here (tho' it is in 
the parallel paflage in Chronicles), — nor 
is he charged by the prophet that he did 
this out of vanity and a weak tranfport of 
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. oftettUationi-? — -yet as we are.fureGoD 
. risotJildnQt be offended but where, there 
fW^ a, real' crime, we might. reaforwibly 
;:<;cHicjixjde that this was his, and that he 
J ,wbo fearches into the heart of man, be- 
held that his was corrupted with the 
bleffings he had given him, and that it 
was juft to make what was the occafion of 
his pride/ become the inftrument of his 
punilhment, by decreeing, that all the 
riches he had laid up in ftore until that 
day, fhould be carried away in triumph 
. to Babylon, the very place from whence 
. the meffengers had come who had been 
. eye-witnefles of his folly. 

*' O Hezekiah ! How couldft thou 
^^ provoke God to bring this judgment 
" upon thee ? How could thy fpirit, all- 
*^ meek and gentle as it was, have ever 
" fallen into this fnare ? Were thy trea- 
*^ fures rich as the earth — What ! was 
^^ thy heart fo vain as to be lifted up 
'* therewith ? Was not all that was va- 
^^ luable in the world — nay, was not hea-^ 
" ven itfelf almoft at thy command whilft 
^Vthou waft humble ? and. How was it. 



44 SERMON XVII. 

« tbaf thftii ccnildft barter awajr all this, 
«fdf teKat was lighter than a bubble; 
*^ and defecrate an aftion fo fullt)f ctViir- 
•* tcfy and kindnefs as thine appeared to 
*<^ be, by fiifffering it to take its rife -ft om 
^ lb polluted a fountain ?" 

There is fcarcc any thing which the 
heart more unwillingly bears, than an 
an^lyfis of this kind. 

We are a ftrange compound; and fome- 
thing foreign from what charity would 
fufpeft, fo eternally twifts itfelf into what 
we do, that not only in momentous con- 
cerns, where intereft lifts under it all 
the powers of difguife, — but even in the 
moft indifferent of ouraftions — not worth 
a fallacy by force of habit, we con- 
tinue it : fo that whatever a man is about, 

— obferve him, he ftands arm'd in- 

fide and out with two motives; an often- 

fible one for the world, and another 

which he referves for his own private ufe; 
— this, you may fay, the world has no 
concern with: it might have been fo; 
but by obtruding the wrong motive upon 
the world, and ftealing from it a eha- 
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racJ^r^ inftcad of winning onc;!-r-^wt: 
gJK^ it a ri^ht, and a temptation alqng 
with it| to inquire into the affair. ■ 

The. motives of the one for doing it, 
arc often little better than the others for 
deferving it. Let us fee if fome focial 
virtue may not be cxtrafted from the er- 
rors of both the one and the other. 

Vanity bids all her fons to be gene- 
rous and brave, and her daughter^rto 

b^ chafte and courteous. But why do 

we want her inftrudtions ? Alk the 

comedian who is taught a part he feels 
not 

Is it that the principles of religion 
want ftrength, or that the real paflion for 
what is good and worthy will not carry 

u$' high enough God! thou knowelt 

they carry us too high we want not 

toh — but tofeem—^ 

Look out of your door, — take notice 
of that man : fee what difquieting, in- 
triguing, and (bifting, he is content to 
go through, merely to be thought a manr 
of plain-dealing ; — three grains of ho- 
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nc&Y would fave him all this trouble 

alas ! he has them not. lis •» 

Behold a fccond, under a ihow of^picty 
hiding the impunities of a dcbaupbed 
life:— r*^he is juft entering the houfc.of- 
QoD : — ' — would he was more pure**¥ODr 
lefs* pious : — but then he could not g^in* 
his point. • . »: 

Obferve a third going on almoft in the 
fame track, with what an inflexible f^nc-^ 
tity of deportment he fuftains himfclf as 
he advances : — every line in his fec€ 
writes abftinence 5— —every ftride looks 
like a check upon his defires : fee, I be- 
feech you, how he is cloak'd up with fer- 
mons, prayers, and facraments ; and {o 
bemuffled with the externals of religion, 
that he has not a hand to fpare for a 
worldly purpofe; — he has armour at Icaft 
— Why does he put it on ? Is there na 
ferving God without all this ? Muft the 
garb of religion be extended fo wide to 
the danger of its rending ? — Yes truly, 
or it will not hide the fecret— — -and, : 
What is that ? 
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— ^That the faint has no reHgt6n 
at all. 

-ti^Buth«re comes Ginbrosity; giving 
——not to a decayed artift— —but to 
the art5 and fcicnces themfclves...— See,— 
he builds mt a cbamier in the waii apart fin 
tbifropbet\ but whole fchools and col^ 
leges for thofe who come after. Lord I 
hoW' they will magnify his name !-~— 'tis 
in capitals already; the 6rft— the higheiV^ 
in the gilded rent-roll of every hofpital 
and afylum.— — 

•—One honeft tear fhed in private 
over the unfortunate, is worth it all. 

What a problematic fct of creatures 
does fimulation make us ! Who would 
divine^ that all that anxiety and concern^ 
fo vifible in the airs of one half of that 
great affembly, fhould arifc from nothing 
elfci but that the other half of it may 
think them to be men of confcquence, 
penetration, parts, and condud ? — What 
a noife amongft the claimants about it i 
Bdiold Humility^ out of mere pride,—— 
and honefty, almoft out of knavery : 
Cbafiiiy, never once in harm's way,— 
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and couragCj like a Spanifli ibUkc uppo 

an Italian (lage — a bladder full of widdL-^ 

i-Hark! that, the found o£.<kac 

trumpet,— —let not my foldicrrutii ■ .i' ^ 
'tis fome good Chriftian giving ois^., Ob 
Pity, thou gentled of human peflioAsI 
foft and tender are thy notes, and \\l ac-* 
cord they with fo loud an inflrument* 

Thus fomething jars, and will for ever 
jar in thefe cafes : impofture is all diflb^ 
nance, let what matter focver of it unr 
dertake the part ^ let him harmonife and 
modulate it as he may, one tone will 
contradid another; and whilll we have 
ears to hear, we ftiall diftinguilh it : 'tis 
truth only which is confiftent and ever in- 
harmony with itfelf : it fits upon ourlips^. 
like the natural notes of fome melodies^ 
ready to drop out, whether we will oTi 

no; it racks no invention to let our- 

fclves alone, and needs fear no critic, t6' 
have the fame excellency in the he^Kftj' 
which appears in the aftion. 

It is a pleafing allufion the Scriptor6* 
makes ufe of in calling us fometimes ai* 
houfe, and fometimes a temple, accord-- 
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IfA^ito thr more or lefs exalted qualities 
of Ube rpiritual gQeft which is lodged 
Within us : whether this is the precife 
-gratmd of the diftitiAion, I will not af- 
firm i but thus much may be faid, that, 
if wc are to be temples, 'tis truth and 
fiaglenefs of heart which muft make the 
dedication : 'tis this which muft firft dif- 
dnguilh them from the unhallowed pile, 
where dirty tricks and impoficions are 
praAifed by the hoft upon the traveller, 
who tarries but for a moment, and re- 
turns not again. 

We all take notice, how clofe and re^ 
ferved people arc; but we do not take 
notice^ at the fame time, that every one 
may have fomething to conceal, as well 
as aurielves i and that we are only mark* 
iog the diftances and taking the meafures 
of felf-defence from each other in. the 
very inftances we complain of: this is fo 
tnn^ that there is fcarce any charader fo 
rare, as a man of real open and generous 

iac^rityy jwho carries his heart in his 

l^nd^ who fays the thing he thinks, 

and does the thing he pretends. Though 

VOL. VII, B 
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no one can diflike the charafter^^-^^, 
Difcretion generally Ihakcs her head,>—^niH 
the world foon lets him into the reafbta;'^ 
^' that I had in tbewildernefi a lodgh^ 
<♦ of way 'faring men I that I migbt ititde 
•• fucbapecpkj and go from them *^ Wheir 
is the man of a nice fenfe of truth ahd 
ftrong feelings, from whom the duplicitjr 
of the world has not at one time or othfr 
Wrung the fame wifh ; and where lies 'the 
wildemefs to which fome one has not 6ed^ 
fix>m the fame melancholy impulfe ? • 
Thus much for thofe who give occaifioii 

to be thought ill of; let us fay a wond 

or two unto thofe who take it. 

But to avoid all common-place cant 41 

much as I can on this head, 1 will 

forbear to fay, becaufe I do not think i^ 
that 'tis a breach of Chriftian chaiity ^ 
think or Ipeak ill of our neighbour, &cJ 
We cannot avoid it: our opiiuiMik 
muft follow the evidence j and we are ici^ 
petually in fuch engagements and hffg^ 
ations, that 'tis our duties to fpeak ^^^M. 
ottr opinions are — but God forbid lAftl 
this ever Ihould be done but from ks~teft 
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KWJiSl^tjf^t^S^nfcpfyfhd.% is due, to yjr- 
t}ig,2^yxxi^d,py 4iftretioh^and the yf- 
mfig^^^lpWrfqclixjg: were we to go on 
cstjj^^fc,., beginning with the great broad 
cj^ak, of (jiypocjriiy, and fo down through 
aU i^ little trimmings and facings^ tear* 
ipg ^jvjay without mercy all that look'd 
feepaly^"---t-^ we Ihould leave but a tatter 'd 
world of it. 

. Byt I confine what I have to fay to a 
charn^i^r lefs equivocal^ and which takes 
up too much room in the world : it is tJut 
erf", thofe, who from a general diftruft of 
allvihat looks difinterelted^ finding no- 
thing to blame in an adion, and perhaps 
mwh to admire in it, — immediately fall 
foul .xipon its n>otives : Does Job ferve 
Gcif^rn^ught ? What a vile infinuation ! 
iBefide^j the queilion was not, whether 
Job. was a rich man or a poor man ? — 
hikpix whether he was a man of integrity 
Of ,$o ? and the appearances were ftrong 
oibrkislide; indeed it might have been 
Q^M^wifei it was poilible Job might be 
f|)£ncert» and the devil took the advan- 
is^ of the die for it. 

£ 2 
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It 15 a bad pidurc, and done l^y.a^cr- 
ribie fnafler, and yet we are always^ copW 
ing jt. Does a man from real conyiraon 

at heart forrake his vices ? the pou- 

tion is not to be allowed,— -no f mi 
vices have forfaken him. 

Does a pure virgin fear God arid lay 

her prayers: flie is in her climiac- 

teric. 

Does humanity clothe and educate the 

unknown orphan?- Poverty! thou haft 

no genealogies: See! is he not the 

father of the child ? Thus do we rob he- 
roes of the beft part of their glory — their 
virtue. Take away the motive of the 
aft, you take away all that is worth ha- 
ving in it ', — wreft it to ungenerous ends, 
you load the virtuous man who did it 
with infamy;—— undo it all — I befeech 
you : give him back his honour,— fc- 
ftore the jewel you have taken from him 
—replace him in the eye of the world— ^ 

—it is too late. 

Ic is painful to utter the reproaches 
which fliould come in here.—— 1 will 
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truKtifcrri with yourfelves : in. coming 
liS^^that quarter, they will moi^e natu- 
r^fy prpdute fuch fruits as will not fct 
yau> teeth on edge-— —for they will be 
tKc fruits of love and good-will, to the 
pr^ife of God and the happinefs of the 
world, which I wifli. 
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SERMON XVIIL 
The Levite and his G)ncubiQe. 

JUDGES XIX. I, t, 3« 

And It came to pafs in thofe days, when thene was no 
king in Ifrael, that there was a certain Levite fojourn- 

. ing on the fide of Mount Ephraim, who took unto 
him a concubine. 

■ ■■■ A CONCUBINE ! — but the text ac- 
•"^ counts for it, for in thofe days 
there was no king in Ifrael^ and the Levite, 
you will fay, like every other man in it, 
did what was right in his own eyes,— 
and fo, you may add, did his concubine 
too--/<?r Jhe played the whore againji him^ 
and went away. 

—Then fliame and grief go with 
her, and wherever fhe feeks a fhelter, may 
the hand of juflice fliut the door againft 
her! 

Not fo ; for fhe went unto her father's 
houfe in Bethlehem-judah, and was with 
E 4 
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him four whole months. — — Bl?^4,iflni 
terval for meditation upon the ft9kJif i^cfk. 
and vani(y gf this world and itS;pl€^(ure^k 
I fee the holy man upon his kncesf^-t+TirT:^ 
with hands comprcflc;d to his bofon[ijii<iiiid: 
with uplifted eyes, thanking heaven, jfebat 
the objed which had fo long £harcd hh 
afFedions, was fled.— - 

The text gives a different pifturc of 
his fituation j for he aroje and went after 
her io fpenk friendly to her^ and to bring ber 
back again^ having his fervant with him, 
and a couple of ajfes; and Jbe brought him 
unto her father's houfe ; and when the fa* 
ther of the damfel faw him, he rejoiced to 
meet him. — 

—A moft fentimental group ! you'll 
fay : and fo it is, my good commentator, 
the world talks of every thing : give but 

the outlines of a ftory, let Spleen or 

Prudery fnatch the pencil, and thty will 
finifh it with fo many hard ftrokcs, and 
with fo dirty a colouring, that Candour 
and Courtefy will fit in torture as they 
look at it.— 'Gentle and virtuous fpirits ! 
ye who know not what it is to be rigid 
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inWr^Ptktfi, but df your own ifa^yigs^^ 
-^^t^^You I aQdrefs myfelf, theunhlml 
aB^vo^tes /or the * conduft of the niif- 
gtrkjcd,-^—— whence !s it, that the world 
iinoGLfnore jealous of your office? How 
oftciSft .muft ye repeat it, «^ That fuch 4 
one'sdoiAg fo or fo" — is not fufficient evi* 
dcnce by itfelf to overthrow the accufed ? 
That our anions (land furrounded with a 
thoufand circumftances which do ftot pre- 
fent diemfelves at firft fight :— that the 
firfl: Ijprings and motives which impeird 

the unfortunate, lie deeper ftill ; and, 

that of the millions which every hour are 
arraign'dj thoufands of them may have 
err'd, merely from the headj and been ac* 
tuaUy outwitted into evil j and even when 
from the heart,— .-that the difficulties 
and temptations under which theyaded, 

'm the, force of the paffions,— ~-thc 

fuitablenefs of the objeft, and the many 

ftrugglcs of virtue before (he fell, 

m^y be fo many appeals from juftice to 
tlwj judgment-feat of pity. 

Here then let us ftop a moment, and 
^^ the ftory of the Levite and his Con* 
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ixtbiM k fitcond hearings like Jill:oldbn^ 
ntDcfa of it depends upon the tellifi^i aad 
as the Scripture has left us nd-kindiof 
comment upon it^ 'tis a ftorjr pn^irliiGh 
the heart cannot be at a lofs for whu: te 
hy, or the imagination for what to fiipt- 

pofe the danger h, humanitjr nooy fiif 

too much. 

yfnd U came to pafs in ibofe d^fsiwbiii 
there was no king in IftaeU that a certatn 
Levite fojouming on the fide ef mmnt JB- 
pbraimj took unto him f elf a ConcMnt m ^ 

O Abraham, thou father of the faitb- 
fol! if this was wrong,— ^— Why diiift 
thou fet fo enfnaring an example befiiicr 
the eyes of thy defccndants ? and. Why 
did the God of Abraham, the God Qf 
Ifaac and Jacob, blcfs fo often the feed of 
fuch intercourfes, and promife to mul- 
tiply and make princes come out of 
them ? 

God can difpenfe with his own Uwfli; 
and accordingly we find the holi«ft^of 
the patriarchs, and others in Scriptufr, 
whofe hearts cleaved moft unto Gotx, ac- 
commodating themfclves as well as fhty 
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QoMctci the difp^ofation : that Abfithpni 
iiad I^ar 5— thalt Jacobj htfide«rhis fwo 
Iviires^. Rachael and Lcah^ took^l^^nto 
dximZilpah and Bilhahi from whom fnany 
^ the' tribes defcended 1 — that D^vid had 
ieven wives and ten concubines i—.Reho- 

i>oaiB> fixty; and that, in whatever 

cafes it became reproachable, it feemed 
tioffo much the thing itfelf, as the abufe 
of it, which made it fo : this was remarkr 
ablc in that of Solomon, whofe excels 
became an infult upon the privileges of 
mankind ; for by the fame plan of luxury, 
^hich made it neceffary to have forty 
tfaoufand ftalls of borfes, — he had unfor- 
ttihately mifcalculated his other wants, 
smd ib had feven hundred wives, and 
tbre^ hundred concubines. 

Wife— —deluded man ! was it not that 

'thou madeft fome amends for thy bad 

praftice, by thy good preaching, what 

htd become of thee! three hundred 

"'^ i l inpfaut let us turn afide, I befeech you, 
.ftom fo fad a ftumbiing- block. 
- The Lcvite had but one. The Hc- 
>'bttW' word imports a woman a concu- 
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biD^y' or a wife a concubine^ to dSftinr 
guiih her from the more infamous fpeqesi 
who (iame under the roofs of the iiceq- 
tious without principle. Our annotatoi^ 
tell us, that in Jewifti aconcmicksj thjctt 
differ'd little from the wife, except in 
fome outward ceremonies and ftipula^ 
tions, but agreed with her in all the true 
cffcnccs of marriage, and gave thcmfelvcs 
up to the hufband (for fo he is cali'd), 
with faith plighted, with fentiments, and 
with afFeftion. 

Such a one the Levite wanted to Iharc 
his folitude, and fill up that unconiforE* 
able blank in the heart in fuch a fitua- 
tion ; for notwithftanding all we., meet 
with in books, in many of which^ no 
doubt, there are a good many handforhe 
things faid upon the fweets of retiremcntj 
&c, . . . yetftill ^^ it is not good f^ mm 
*« to be alone ;" nor can all which the 
cold-hearted pedant ftuns our cars with 
upon the fubjcft, ever give one anlwcr of 
fatisfadtion to the mind i in the midft of 
theloudeft vauntings of philofophy. Na- 
ture will have her yearnings for fociety 
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and^iendfhips a good heart wants 

Ibmc objcA to be kind to ahd tW 

Bcft parts of our blood, and the purcft 
c^ pur fpirits, fufFer moft under the de- 
stitution. 

iJet the torpid monk feck heaven com- 
ibrtlefs and alone.— —God fpced him! 
For my own part, I fear, I ftiould never 
fb find the way : let me be wife and re- 
ligious-^— —but let me be Man : wherever 
thy Providence places me, or whatever 

be the road I take to get to thee give 

me Ibme companion in myjourney, be it 
only to remark to. How our Ihadows 

lengthen as the fun goes down; to 

whom 1 may fay. How frefh is the face 
of nature ! How fweet the flowers of th« 
field ! How delicious are thefe fruits ! 

Alas! with bitter herbs, like hrs palT- 
6tfer, did the Levite eat them : for as 
they thus walked the path of life together, 
■i--— ihe Wantonly turned afide unto ano- 
thefi atid fled from him. 
'"It is the mild and quiet half of the 
^brM, who arc generally outraged and 
bbftie down by the other half of it : but 
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in this they have the adv^tagPi.,wK?t^ 
ev^r be the fcnfc of their wroiigSj ^j^^^t 
pride fUnds not fo watchful a .cefippjpl 
Qvcr their forgivencfs, as it does ii^iljif 
breads of the fierce and froward^ .f^iri^ 
(hauld all of us^ I believe, be more {ax^ 
giving than we are, would the world bu( 
give us leave j but it is apt to interpofe 
its ill-ofiices in remiflions, efpecially of 
this kind : the truth is, it has its l^ws, to 
which the heart is not always a party; 
and ads fo like an unfeeling engine intall 
cafes without diftindion, that it requires 
all the firmnefs of the moft fettled hu- 
manity to bear up againft it. . 

Many a bitter conflid would the Le- 
vite have to fuftain with himfelf — hf& 

Concubine and the fentiments of hi& 

tribe, upon the wrong done him : 
much matter for pleading — and many aa 
embarrafllng account on all fides: in a 
period of four whole months, every gaf-, 
fion would take its empire by turns j an4. 
in the ebbs and flows of the lefs unfriendly 
ones. Pity would find fome momcj^t^. 
to be heard Religion herfclf woqk). 
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ntft' be flfent,^--" Charity would have 
Thttfcfr^fei fay, — and thus attun'd, crciy 
bttjcft he behdd on the borders of mount 
fiphfairtij-: — every grot and grove he 
p^s'd'by, would folicit the recoUeftion 
of fofmer kindnefs, and awaken an ad- 
vttcatc in her behalf, more powerful than 
them all. 

' *' I grant 1 grant it all" — he would 

cfyi— «« 'tis foul ! 'tis faithlcfs ! bitf, 

** Why is the door of mercy to be (hut 
^ for ever againft it ? and. Why is it to 
*' be the only fad crime that the injured 
**^ may not remit, or reafon or imagina- 

*^ tion pafs over without a fear ? Is it 

" theblackeft? In what catalogue of hu- 
•*■ man offences is it fo marked ? or. Is 
•* it, that of all others 'tis a blow moft 

^' grievous to be endured ? the heart 

'^^ cries out. It is fo : but let me afk my 
^ own. What paffions are they which 
•^ give edge and force to this weapon 
^ which has ftruck me ? and, whether it 
*^ is not my own pride, as much as my 
'"^^ virtues, which at this moment excite 
**^'thc greateft part of that intolerable 
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** anguilh in the wound which I am lay- 
" ing to her charge ? But, merciful hca- 
** vcn 1 was it otherwife, why is an un^ 
** happy creature of thine to be perfe* 
" cuted by me with lb much cruel rc- 
** vcnge and rancorous defpite as my 
" firft tranfport called for ? Have faults 

" no extenuations? Makes it nothiagi 

** that when the trefpafs was committed, 
** Ihe forfook the partner of her guilt, 
" and fled diredly to her father's houfe i 
** And is there no difference betwixt one 
** propenfely going out of the road and 
** continuing there, through depravity of 

^* will and a haplefs wanderer ftray-» 

" ing by delufion, and warily treading 

** back her fteps ? Sweet is the look 

** of forrow for an offence, in a heart de* 
** termined never to commit it morel 

*^ Upon that altar only could I of- 

*« fer up my wrongs. Cruel is the pu- 
^* niihment which an ingenuous mind 
*' will take upon itfelf, from the remorfc 
" of fo hard a trelpafs againft me,— i^ 
" and if that will not balance the ac- 
*« count, juft God ! let me forgive 
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*'! ^if^cft. Mercy well becomes the 

*^11tafrf of all thy creatures, but moft 

**^=BFth)rfervant, aLevite, whoofFersup 
•^^fo' many daily facrifices to thee, for the 
*' ■ fcrarifgreffions of thy people.—— 
'. i^^* But to little purpofe, he would 
** addi -have I ferved at thy altar, where 
** my bufinefs was to fue for mercy, had 
" I not Icarn'd to praftife it." 

Peace and happinefs reft upon the head 
and heart of every man who can thus 
think ! 

So he arofe^ and went after heVj to /peak 
friendly to her — in the original — ^^ to Q)eak 

^*^ ta her heattj" to apply to their 

former cndcamnents, — and to afk, How 
flic^ could be fo unkind to him, and fo 
very unkind to herfelf ?— — 

;' - Even the upbraidings of the quiet 
and relenting are fweet : not like the ftriv- 
iiTgs of the fierce and inexorable, who bite 
and devour all who have thwarted them in 
tKfeir ways — but they are calm and courte- 
otiSrfike the fpirit which watches over their 
ch5lra£tcr : How could fuch a temper woo 
tl5^' damfcl, and not bring her back ? or^ 

VOL. VII. F 
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How could the father of the damfel; in 
fuch a rcene> have a heart open to- (any 
imprcffions but thofe mentioned in the 
text i' ■ That when hi fitw him^ br fi- 
joked to meet him j—— urged his (lay from 
day to day, with that moft irrefiftibie of 
all invitations,— •♦ Comfort thy hearty and 
tarry all nighty and let thine heart he merry. ^ 

If Mercy and I'ruth thus met together 
in fettling this account, Lt^e would furely 
be of the party : great — great is its power 
in cementing what has been broken, and 
wiping out wrongs even from the memory 
itfelf : and fb it was— for the Lerite 
arofe up, and with him his Conci>bine 
and his fervant, and they departed. 

It fcrvcs no purpofe to purfue the ftory 
further; the cataftrophe is horrid, and 
would lead us beyond the particular pur- 
pofe for which I have enlarged upon thus 
much of it, and that is, to difcredit rafli 
judgment, and illullrate from the man- 
ner of condufting this drama, the tour* 
tefy which the dramatis perfon^e of every 
other piece may have a right to. Al- 
moll one half of our time is Ipent in tell- 
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ingi and heating evil of one another-^ 
fome uaforcunate knight is always upon 
the ftage-*— -and every hour brings forth 
ibmething ftrange and terrible to fil) up 
ourdifcourfeandouraftoniihnfient> ^^How 

people can be fo foolifti !" and *ti» 

well if the compliment ends there ; fo 
that there is not a focial virtue for which 
there is fo conftant a demand, — or, con- 
feqvently, fo well worth cultivating, as 
that which oppofes this unfriendly cur- 
rent many and rapid are the fprings 

which feed it, and various and fuddcn, 
God knows, are the gufts which render it 
unfafe to us in this ihort palTage of our 
life: let us make the difcourfe as fer- 
viceable as we can, by tracing fome of 
the moft remarkable of them up to their 
fource* 

Andj firft, there is one miferable inlet 
tx> this evily and which, by the way, if 
Ipfculation is fuppofed to precede prac- 
tice, may have been derived, for aught 
I, know, from fome of our bufieft in- 
cJijHrers after nature, — and that is, when • 
\f ilh more zeal than knowledge we ac- - 

F 2 
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count for phenomena, before we arc furtf 
of their exiftencc. — // is not the man-* 
ner cf the Romans to condemn any man to 
death (niuch lefs to be martyr'd), faid 

Feftus 5 and doth our law judge arry man 

before it hear him^ and know what he doth? 
cried Nicodenmus ; and he that anfwereth^ 
or determineth, a matter before he has beard 

iti // is folly and a fhame unto him.^^ 

We are generally in fuch a hade to make 
our own decrees, that we pafs over the 

juftice of thefc, and then the fccne 

is lb changed by it, that 'tis our folly 
only which is real, and that of the ac- 
cufed, which is imaginary : through too 
much precipitancy it will ^ happen fo ; 
and then the jeft is fpoil'd — or we have 
criticifed our own fhadow. 

A fecond way is, when the procefs goes 
on more orderly, and we begin with get- 
ting information, but do it from thofe 

fufpefted evidences, againft which our 
Saviour warns us, when he bids us ^' not 

to judge according to appearance ;" in 

truth, 'tis behind thefe that moft of the 
things which blind human judgment lie 
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concealed, and, on the contrary, there 

are many things which appear to be, . 

which are not : Chrijl came eating and 

drinkingy — Mold a wine-bibber ! he fat 

with finners he was their friend : 

in many cafes of which kind. Truth, like 
a modeft matron, fcorns art — and dif- 
dains to prefs herfelf forwards into the 

circle to be feen : ground fufficient 

for Sufpicion to draw up the libel for 

Malice to give the torture, — or rafh Judg- 
ment to ftart up and pafs a final fen- 
tence. 

A third way is, when the fafts which 
denote mifconduft arelefs difputuble, but 
are commented upon wi:h an afperity of 
cenfure, which a humane or a gracious 
tempcrwould fpare : an abhorrence againft 
what is criminal, is fo fair a plea for this, 
arid looks fo like virtue in the face, that 
in a fermon againfl: rafh judgment, it 
would be unfeafonable to call it in quef- 

tion, and yet, I declare, in the fullefl: 

torrent of exclamations which the guilty 

can deferve, that the fimple apoftrophe, 

^^ who made me to differ ? why was not 

F 3 
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I an example?" would touch my heart 
more, and give me a better earneft of the 
commentators, — than the moft carroGve 
period you could add. The puniftiraent 
of the unhappy, I fear, is enough with- 
out it— and were it not, *tis piteous, 

the tongue of a Chriftian, whofc religion 
is all candour and courtefy, fhould be 
made the executioner. We find in the 
difcourfe between Abraham and the rich 
man, though the one was in heaven> and 
the other in hell, yet ftill the patriarch 
treated him with mild language:-— 5«ii/ 
Son^ remember that thou in thy lifetime^ &c, 
&c. — and in the difpute about the body 
of Mofcs, between the Archangel and the 
devil (himfelf ), St. Jude tells us, he 
durft not bring a railing accufation againft 
him 5 — 'twas unworthy his high charaiSter, 
——and, indeed, might have been im* 
politic too J for if he had (as one of our 
divines notes upon the paflage), the devil 
had been too hard for him at railing, 



*twas his own weapon, and the bafeft 

fpirits, after his example, are the moft ex- 
pert at it. 
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This leads me to the obfervation of a 
fbuttii cruel inlet to this evil, and that 
Mi'thc dcfire of being thought men of 
.wit and parts, and the vain expectation 
df coming honeftly by the title, by (hrewd 
and' farcaftic refledtions upon whatever is 
done in the world. This is fetting up 
trade upon the broken (lock of other 
pec^le's failings, — perhaps their misfor- 
tunes :— — fo, much good may't do them 

^ith what honour they can get, the 

furtheft extent of which, I think, is, to 
bepraifed, as we do fome fauces, with 
tears in our eyes : It is a commerce moft 
illiberal : and as it requires no vaft ca- 
pital, too many embark in it, and fo long 
as there are bad paffions to be gratified, 
— and bad heads to judge, with fuch it 
may pafs for wit, or at lead, like fome 
vile relation, whom all the family is 
alhamed of, claim kindred with it, even 
in better companies. Whatever be the 
degree of its affinity, it has helped to give 
wit a bad name, as if the main eflcnce of 
it was fatire : certainly there is a differ- 
ence between BiUernefs and Saltnefs ^-^that 
F 4 
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i&, between the malignity and the fe|H* 

vity of wit, the one is amerequicknefe- 

of apprehenfion, void of hunnanity, — and 
is a talent of the devil ; the other comes 
down from the Father of fpirits, fo pure 
arid abftrafted from perfons, that wil- 
lingly it hurts no man : or if it touches 
upon an indecorum, *tis with that dex-i 
terity of true genius, which enables him 
rather to give a new colour to the ab- 

furdity, and let itpafs, He mayfmile 

at the ftiape of the obelifk raiied to ano- 
ther's fame, but the malignant wit 

will level it at once with the ground, and 

build his own upon the ruins of it. 

What then, ye rafli cenfurers of the 
world ! Have ye no manfions" for your 
credit, but thofe from whence ye have 
extruded the right owners ? Are there no 
regions for you to fhine in, that ye de- 
fcend for it into the low caverns of abufe. 

and crimination ? Have ye no feats 

but thofe of the fcornful to fit down In ? 
If Honour has miftook his road, or the 
VirtueSy in their excefles, have approached 
too near the confines of Vice, are they 
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tht^efoTt to be caft down the precipice ? ^ 
Miift Bjeauty for ever be trampled upon 

in the dirt for one one falfe ftep ?. 

And fhall no one virtue or good quality, 
out of the thoufand the fair penitent may 

have left, fhall not one of them be 

fufFered to ftand by her ? Juft God 

of Heaven and Earth ! 

■ But thou art merciful, loving, and . 

righteous, and lookeft down with pity 
upon thefe wrongs thy fervants do unto 
each other : pardon us, we befeech thee, 
for them, and all our tranfgreffions j let 
it not be remember'd, that we were bre- 
thren of the fame flefh, the fame feelings 
and infirmities. O my God ! write it 
not down in thy book, that thou madeft 

us merciful after thy own image ; that 

thou haft given us a religion fo courteous, 

fo good tempered, that every 

precept of it carries a balm along with it 
to heal the forenefs of our natures, and 
fwecten our fpirits, that we might live' 
with fuch kind intercourfe in this world, 
as will fit us to exift together in a better. 
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Felix's Behaviour towards Paul, 
examined. 

ACTS XXIV. 26. 

He hoped alfo, that money ihoutd have been given him 
of Paul, that he might ioofe him. 

A NOBLE objeft to take up the confider- 
'^^ ation of the Roman governor ! 

— " He hopedy that money Jhould have 
been given him /" for what end ? to en- 
able him to judge betwixt right and 

wrong! and. From whence was it to 

be wrung ? from the poor fcrip of a dif- 
ciple of the carpenter's fon, who left no- 
thing to his followers but poverty and 

fufFerings. 

And was this Felix ! the great, the 

noble Felix! Felix the happy! 

the gallant Felix, who kept DrufiUal 
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. Could he do this ? bafc paflion! 

What canft thou not make us do ? 
Let Us confider the whole tranfaftion. 
Paul, in the beginning of this chapter, 
had been accuied before Felix, by Tcr- 

tullus, of very grievous crimes, of 

being a peftilent fellow a mover of 

feditions, and a profaner of the temple, 

&c. To which accufations, the apoftlc 

having liberty from Felix to reply, he 
makes his defence from the loth to the 
aj^d verfc to this purport. He ftiews him, 
firft, that the whole charge was defti- 
tute of all proof i which he openly chal- 
lenges them to produce againft him, if 

they had it; that, on the contrary, 

he was fo far from being the man Ter- 
tuUus had reprefented, that the very prin- 
ciples of the religion with which he then 

flood charged, and which they called 

Herefy, led him to be the moft unex- 
ceptionable in his conduft, by the con- 
tinual exercife which it demanded of him, 
of having a confcience void of offence at 
all times, both towards God and man's 
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that confiftently with this, his adverfaries 
had neither found him in the temple dif- 
puting with any man, neither raifing up 
the people, neither in the fynagogue, or 

in the city, for this he appeals to 

themfelves : that it was but twelve 

days fince he came up to Jerufalem for 

to worihip V that, during that time, 

when he purified in the temple, he did it 
as became him, without noife, without 
tumult : this he calls upon the Jews who 
came from Alia, and were eye-witnefles 

of his behaviour, to atteft; and, in a 

word, he urges the whole defence before 
Felix in fo ftrong a manner, and with 
fuch plain and natural arguments of his 
innocence, as to leave no colour for his 
adverfaries to reply. 

There was, however, ftill one adver- 

faryinthis court, though filent, yet 

not fatisfied. 

— Spare thy eloquence, Tcrtullus! roll 
up the charge: a more notable orator 
than thyfelf is rifen up, 'tis Ava- 
rice, and that too in the moft fatal place 
for the prifoner it could have taken pof- 
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feiTion of>~— 'tis in the heart of the xmn 
who judges iiim. . . 

If Felix believed Paul innocentj itui 
afted accordingly— (that is) relcafcd him 
without reward,— this fubtile advocate 
told him he would lofe one of the profits 
of his employment — and if he acknow* 
ledged the faith of Christ, which Paul 
occafionally explained in hisdefencej--^-* 
it told iiim, he might lofe the employment 

itfelf; fo that notwithilanding the 

character of the apollle appeared (ai it 
was) mod Ipotlcfs, and the faith he pro* 
fcffcd fo very clear, that as he urged it, 
the heart gave its confcnt,— yet, at the 
fame time, the paffions rcbcU'd, and fo 
ftrong an intcrell was formed thereby, 
againll the firll impreOions in favour of 
the man and his caufe, that both were 

difmiflcd ; the one to a more conve« 

nicnt hearing, which never came ; the 
other to the hardlhips of a prifon for two 
whole years, hoping, as the text in- 
forms us, that money fliould have been 
given him j and even at the laft, when 
he left the province, willing to do the 
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Jews "a pleafure, — that is,— to fctvt his 
intcrcft in another fhape, with all the con- 
tk^ioil upon his mind, that he had done 
nothing worthy of bonds, he, neverthe- 
Icfi, left the holy man bound, and con- 
figned over to the hopelcfs profpcft of 
ending his days in the fame ftatc of con- 
finement> in which he had ungcnerouQy 
left him. 

One would imagine, as covetoufnefs is 
a vice not naturally cruel in itfclf, that 
there mull certainly have been a mixture 
of other motires in the governor's breaft> 
to account for a proceeding fo contrary 
to humanity and his own conviilion ; and 
could it be of ufe to raife conjeftures up- 
on* it, there feems but too probable 
grounds' for fuch a fuppofuion. It feems 
that DrufiUa, whofe curiofity, upon a 
double account, had led her to hear Paul> 
— (for flie was a daughter of Abraham 

as well as of Eve) was a charadler 

which might have figured very well even 
in our own times ; for, as Jofephus tells 
us, flic had left the Jew her hufband, and 
without any pretence in their law to juf- 
tify a divorce, had given herfdf up with- 
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out ceremony to Felix i for which caufci 
though fhe is here called his wife, flic wav 
in reafon and juftice, the wife of another 
man, — and confequcntly lived in an 
open ftate of adultery. So that when- 
Paul, in explaining the faith of Christ^ 
took occafion to argue upon the morality 

of the Gofpel, and urged the eternat 

laws of juftice, the unchangeable obli-' 
gations to temperance, of which chaftity 

was a branch, it was fcarce pofllble to 

frame his difcourfe fo (had he wifhed to 
temporize), but that either her intereft or 
her love muft have taken offence: and 
though we do not read, like Felix, that 
fhe trembled at the account, 'tis yet na- 
tural to imagine fhe was affefted with. 
other pafTions, of which the apoflle might 

feel the effedls and 'twas well he fuf-. 

fered no more, if two fuch violent cne- . 
mies as luft and avarice ,were combined 
againft him. 

But this by the way, for as the text 

feems only to acknowledge one of thefc 
motives, it is not our bufinefs to aflign 
the other. 
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It is obfervable, that this fame apoftle, 
jf^eakingy in his epiftle to Timothy, of 
the ill effcfts of this fame ruling paffion, 
affirms, that it is the root of all evil ; and 
I make no doubt but the remembrance of 
his own fufferings had no fmall fhare in 

the feverity of the reflcftionN, Infinite 

afe the examples, where the love of mo- 
ney is only a fubordinate and minifterial 
paffion, exercifed for the fupport of fomc 
■other vices i and 'tis generally found, 
when there is either ambiticwi, prodigality, 
or luft, to be fed by it, that it then rages 
with the leaft mercy and difcretion; in 
which cafes, ftriftly fpeaking, it is not 
the root of other evils, but other evils arc 
the root of it. 

This forces me to recal what I have faid 
upon covetoufnels, as a vice not natu- 
rally cruel : it is not apt to reprefent it- 
felf to our ima^nations, at firfl fight, 
under that idea^ we confider it only as a 
mean, worthlefs turn of mind, incapable 
of judging or doing what is right : but 
■as it is a vice which does not always fet 
«p for itfelf, — to know truly what it is iia 

VOL, VU. O 
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this rcfpeft, wc muft know what maftcfS 

it fervcs ; they are many, and of it** 

rious cafts and humours, and eachibnfs 

lends it fomething of its own complexional 
tint and charadter. - •■ r 

This, I fuppofe, may be the caufe that 
there is a greater and more whimfical 
myftery in the love of money, than in the 
darkelt and moft nonfenfical problem that 
ever was pored on. 

Even at the beft, and when the paffion 
fcems to feek fomething more than its 

own amufement, there is little ■ < 

very little, I fear, to be faid for its hu- 
manity. It may be a fport to the mi* 

fer, but confider, it muft be death 

and deftruftion to others. The mo* 

ment this fordid humour begins to go- 
vern—farewell all honeft and natural 
afFeftion ! farewell all he owes to parents, 

to children, to friends! how faft the 

obligations vanifh ! fee he is now 

ftripped of all feelings whatever: the 

Ihrill cry of juftice and the low/.la- 

mentation of humble diftrefs, are nptc? 
equally beyond his compafs.—— Eternal 
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Gob4 fee !i— he pafles by one whom thou 
h«ftjoft'bmifcd, without one penfive fc- 
fleAiiJn ?'-^-— he enters the cabin of the 
widow whofe hufband and child thou hail 

taken to thyfelf, exafts his bond, 

without a figh ! — Heaven ! if I am to be 

tempted, let it be by glory, by 

ambition, by fonne generous and man- 
ly vice :— if I muft fall, let it be by feme 
paffion which thou haft planted in my na- 
ture, which (hall not harden my heart, but 
leave me room at laft to retreat and come 
back to thee ! 

It would be eafy here to add the com- 
mon arguments which reafon offers againft 
this vices but they are fo well underftood, 
both in matter and form, it is needlefs: 

I iliight cite to you what Seneca fays 
Xip^n it ■ but the misfortune is, that at 
the fame time he was writing againft 
HchfeV he was enjoying a great eft ate, 
ahd ufing every means to make that eftate 
ftiirgf eater. 

Wjth infinite pleafure might a preacher 
'piEi'rlfch his difcourfe in this place, by 

G 2 
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weaving into it all the ihiart thiiigs jfriddl 
ancient or modern wits have faid upon 
the love of money: — he might infbcm 
you, - - r 

— — *« That poverty wants foniething 
*^ — — that covetoufuefs wanteth all/' 

" That a mifer can only be faid to 
^^ have riches, as a fick man has a fever, 
<* which holds and tyrannizes over the 
" man, not he over it." 

" That covetoufnefs is the (hirt of the 
c< foul, the laft vice it parts with/* 

*^ That nature is content widi few 

*^ things, or that nature is nevct fa- 

'' tisfied at all, &c." 

The refleftion of our Saviour, JJfdt 
the life of man conjiftetb not in the abundance 

of the things which he pojfejfethy fpeaks 

more to the heart, — and the fingle hint 
of the Camels and what a very narrow paf- 

fage he has to go through, has more 

coercion in it, than all the fee-faws of 
philofophy. 

I Ihall endeavour therefore to draw 
fuch other refleftions from this piece of 
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faorflBd hiftory> as are applicable to hu- 
man life,— —and more likely to be of 
tiiei-'': 

There is nothing generally in which 
ourhappinefs and honour are more nearly 
concerned) than in forming true notions 
both of men and things ; for in propor- 
tiojtt as we think rightly of them, we ap- 
prove ourfelves to the world, — and as we 
govern ourfelves by fuch judgments, fo 
we fecure our peace and well-being in 
paffing through it: the falfe fteps and 
mifcarriages in life, ifluing from a defeft 
in this capital point, are fo many and 
fatal, that there can be nothing more in- 
ftruftivc than an inquiry into the caufes 
of this perverfion, which often appears fo 
very grofs in us, that were you to take a 

view of the world, fee what notions it 

entertains, and by what confiderations it 
is governed, — you would fay of the mif- 
takes of human judgment, what the pro- 
phet does of the folly of human aftions^ 
.-wf— ** That we were wife to do evil^ but ts 
** y*^^ Tightly y had no underftanding,^\ 
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That in many dark and abftrafted quer*' 
tions of mere fpeculation, we fhouldjccr 
^ is not ftrange : we live among myfl- 
teries and riddles, and almoft every thing 
which comes in our way, in one light or 
other, may be faid to baffle our under- 
ftandings,— yet fcldom, fo as to. mis- 
take in extremities^ and take one cqu-- 
trary for another ; — 'tis very rare, for in- . 
ftance, that we take the virtue of a plant 
to be hot, when it is extremely coldj-r— 
or, that we try the experiment of opi- 
um, to keep us waking: yet, this we 

are continually attempting in the conduft 
of life, as well as in the great ends and 
meafures of it. That fuch wrong deter- 
minations in us do not arife from any de- 
fed: of judgment inevitably mifleadingws 
—would refleft difhonour upon Goos as 
if he had made and fent men into the 
world on purpofe to play the fool. His 
all-bountiful hand made his judgment, 
like his heart, upright -, and the inftanccs 
of his fagacity, in other things, abun- 
dantly confirm it : we are led therefore 
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mitsptiisfo: to a fuppolition, that, in all 
iacDn£ftient. inftance$> there is a« liecret 
bias^ fomehow or other, hung upon the 
mind, which turns it aiide fio^n reafon 
and truth. 

-What this is, if we do not earc to fearch 
for it in ourfelves, we fhall find it regi- 
ftered in this tranfaftion of Felix : and 
we may depend that in all wrong judg- 
ments whatever, in fuch plain cafes as 
thi^, that the fame explanation mud be 
given of it, which is given in the text, 
namely^ that it is fome felfifli con- 
fideration fome fecret dirty engage- 
ment with fome little appetite, which 
does us fo much diihonour. 

The judgments of the more dilinte- 
refted and impartial of us, receive -no 
fmall tin£ture from our afFedlions: we 
generally confult them in all doubtful 
|>oints, and it happens well if the matter 
in queftion is not almoft fettled before 
the arbitrator is called into the debate ; 
but in the more flagrant inftances, 
where the paflions govern the whole man, 
'tis melancholy to fee the office to which 
o 4 
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rcafon, the great prerogative of fais tab- 
ture, is reduced; ferving the lower ia^ 
peritcsjn tlie dilboneft drudgery of fiwdU 
ing out arguments to jvftify the prdmt 
purfuit. ^tvv 

To judge rightly of our own worrii, -we 
fliould retire a little from the warld>-'4Mi 

fee all its pleafures and pains too,- itt 

their proper fize and dimenfions i-«*-*i>» 
this^ no doubt> was the reafon, St. Paul, 
when he intended to convert Felix, be- 
gan his difcourfe upon the day of judg-^ 
menty on purpofe to take the heart ofi^ 
from this world and its pleafurcs> whidi 
dilhonouF the underftanding fo as to turia 
the wifeft of men into fools and children. 

If you enlarge your obfervations upon 
this plan, you will find where the evil 
^ lies which has fupported thofe defpcratc 
opinions, which have fo long divided the 
Chriftian world and are likely to di- 
vide it for ever. 

Confider popery well j you will be con- 
vinced, that the trueft definition which 

can be given of it, is, That it is a 

pecuniary fyftem, well contrived to ope- 
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r^» upon' men's paffions and weaknefs^ 
^vwtiAlftj .their pockets are o'picking: ruti 
thboiigti all the. points of difFercnce be-* 
twccn :us>— and when you fee, that in 
every one of them, they ferve the fam© 
end which Felix had in view, either of 
oiDney or power; there is little room left 
to doubt whence the cloud arifes which is 
ipread over the underftanding. 

If this reafoning is conclufive with re- 
gaid to thofe who merely differ from us 
in rdagion,— -— let us try if it will not 
hold good with regard to thofe who have 
none at all,— or rather, who affeft to treat 
^\ perfuafions of it,, with ridicule alike* 
Thanks to good {tixfcy good manners, 
and; a more enlarged knowledge, this hu- 
mour is going down, and feems to be 
fetdiflg at prefent, chiefly amongft the 

inferior clailes of people where it 

is likely to reft : as for the loweft ranks, 
though they are apt enough to follow the 
modes of rfieir betters, yet are they not 
likdy to be ftruck with this one, of mak- 
ing, merry with that which is their confo- 
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latibA } they are too ferious afet of poor 
people ever heartily to enter into it.«-^:. . 

There is enough, however, of uinidie 
world to fay, that this all facred fyilem^ 
which holds the world in harmony and 
peace, is too often the firft objeA that 
the giddy and inconfiderate make choice, 
of to try the temper of their wits upon. 
Now, of the numbers who make this €Xr 
perimenti do you believe that one in a 
thoufand does it from convi£tion>-^*-^or 
from arguments which a courfe of ftudy, 

much cool reafoning, and a fo- 

ber inquiry into antiquity, and the true 
merits of the queftion, has furniflied him 

with ? The years and way of life of 

the moft forward of thefe, lead us to a 
different explanation. 

Religion, which lays fo many reftraints 
upon us, is a troublefome companion to 
thofe who will lay no reftraints upon them- 
felvesj— — and for this reafon there is 
nothing more common to be obferved, 
than that the little arguments and cavils, 
which fuch men have gathered up againft 
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\ty in the early part of their livcs,-**-how 
confiderable foevcr they may have appear- 
odi when viewed through their pafflons 
and prejudices, which give an unnatural 
turn to all objefts,—— yet, when the edge 
iof appetite has been worn down, and the 
heat of the purfuit pretty well over,——- 
and reafon and judgment have got pof- 
ieflion of their empire — — - 

They feldom fail of bringing the 

loft (heep back to his fold. 

May God bring us all there. Amen. 



<■■ 
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SERMON XX. 

The Prodigal Son. 



LUKE XV. 13. 

And not many days after, the younger fon gathered all 
he had together, and took his journey into a far 
country,—- 

T KNOW not whether the remark is to 
^ our honour or otherwife, that leflbns 
of wifdom have never fuch power over 
us, as when they are wrought into the 
heart, through the ground-work of a 
ftory which engages the pafTions : Is it 
that we are like iron, and muft Hrft be 
heated before we can be wrought upon ? 
or. Is the heart fo in love with deceit, 
that where a true report will not reach it, 
we muft cheat it with a fable, in order 
to come at truth ? 

Whether this parable of the prodigal 
(for fo it is ufually called)— —is really 
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fuch, or built upon fome ftory knomititLt 
that time in Jetufalcm, is not mticb: to 
the purpofe; it is given us to CJiliirge 
upon, and turn to ^he bell moral accouAt 
we can, ' ^:^ 

" A certain man, fays our Saviour^' 
*^ had two ions, and the younger of them- 
'' faid to his father, Give me the por-^ 
" tion of goods which falls to me : and 
*^ he divided unto them his fubftance. 
*^ And not many days after, the younger 
" fon gathered all together, and took bis 
" journey into a far country, and there 
f« wafted his fubftance with riotous 
«f living/' 

The account is Ihort : the interefting 
and pathetic paflages with which fuch a 
tranfadlion would be neceffarily conncft- 
cd, are left to be fupplied by the heart : 

—the ftory is filent but nature is 

not: much kind advice, and many a 

tender expoftulation, would fall from the 
father's lips, no doubt, upon this oc- 
cafion. 

He would difluade his fon from the 
folly of fo rafti an enterprife, by (hewing 
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him «hc dangers of the joiimey,,-^— the 

incx|5erience of his age, the hazatd$ 

his "Kfe, his fortune, his virtue would 
run, without a guide, without a friend : 
he would tell him of the many fnares and 
temptations which he had to avoid, or 

encounter at every ftep, thepleafures 

which would folicit him in every luxu* 
lious court, — the little knowledge he 
could gain — except that of evil : he would 
fpeak of the feduftions of women, — their 
charms— their poifons:—— what hap- 
lefs indulgences he might give way to, 
when far from reftraint, and the check of 
giving his father pain. 

The diffuafiye would but inflame his 
ckfire. 

He gathers all together—— 
■ ■ I fee the pifture of his departure 
.—the camels and affes loaden with his 
fubftance, detached on one fide of the 

piece, and already on their way : the 

prodigal Ton ftanding on the fore ground, 
with a forced fedatenefs, ftruggling 
againft the fluttering movement of joy, 
upon his deliverance from reftraint ; 
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the elder brother holding his hand> as if 

unwilling to let it go : the father»*r^r— 

fad moment ! with a firm look, covjering 
a prophetic fentiment, ** that all would 
^lot go well with his childj"— approacht- 
ing to embrace him^ and bid him adieik 
——Poor inconfiderate youth I From 
whofe arms art thou flying ? From what 
a fhelter art thou going forth into the 
florm ? Art thou weary of a father's af- 
feftion, of a father's care? or, Hopeft 
thou to find a warmer intcrcft, a truer 
counfellor> or a kinder friend in a land of 
Grangers, where youth is made a prey^ 
and fo many thoufands are confederated 
to deceive them, and live by their fpoils ? 
We will fcek no farther than this idea^ 
for the extravagancies by which the pro- 
digal fon added one unhappy example to 

the number : his fortune wafled the 

followers of it fled in courfe, the 

wants of nature remain, the hand of 

God gone forth againft him,——'* yir 
when he badfpent all, a mighty famine arpfe 
in that country. ^* — Heaven ! have pity up- 
on the youth, for he is in hunger and 
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diftrefs ftray'd out of the reach of a 

paftot, who counts every hour of his ab- 
sence with anguifli, cut dfF from all 

his tender offices, by his folly and 

from relief and charity from others, by 
the calamity of the times. 

Nothing fo powerfully calls home the 
mind as diftrefs : the tenfe fibre then re- 

laxes> the foul retires to itfelf, 

fits penfive and fufceptible of right im- 
preflions : if we have a friend, 'tis then 
we think of him 3 if a bencfaftor, at that 
moment all his kindneflcs prcfs upon our 
mind*— Gracious and bountiful God ! Is 
it not for this that they who in their pro- 
fpcrity forget thee, do yet remember and 
return to thee in the hour of their for- 
row? When our heart is in heavinefs, 
upon whom can we think but thee, who 
knoweft our neceffities afar off, — putteft 
all our tears in thy bottle, — feeft ever\^ 
careful thought, — heareft every figh and 
melancholy groan we utter. 

Strange ! — that we fhould only begin 
to think of God with comfort, when with 

VOL. VII. H 
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joy and comfort we can think of lipthiflg 
cllc. • ■■■ ■!^vT; 

Man furely is a compound of vjri^dljQS 
and contradictions : by the law of his iH^ 
tnre he avoids pain, and yet uniefs be fibers 
hi the jlejb^ be 'xill not ceafe from Jin^ though 
it is fure to bring pain and mifery upon 
his head for ever. 

Whilft all went pleafurably on with the 
prodigal, wc hear not one word concenv- 
ing his father — —no- pang of remorfcfor 
the fufFerings in which he had left him, 
or refolution of returning, to make up 
the account of his folly : his firft hoarof 
diftrefs fcem'd to be his firft hour of wif- 

dom: When he came to him f elf ^ befaiij 

IIgw many hired fervants of my father have 
bread enough and to fpare^ whif/i Ipert/b!-^ 

Of all the terrors of nature, that of 
one day or other dying by hunger, is the 
greateft, and it is wifely wove ' into our 
frame to awaken man to indttftry, and 
call forth his talents; and though we 
ieem to go on carelefsly, fporting with it 
as we do with other terrors, yct> he 
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that 'Ifees this lencmy fairly, and in his 
moft frightful fliape, will need no long 
i^itMhftrance to make him turn out of 
the vr^Y to avoid him. 

It waft the cafe of the prodigal— he 
Urofe^to go to his father. 

'——Alas ! How (hall he tell his ftory ? 
Ye who have trod this round, tell me in 
what words he fliall give in to his father, 
the fad Items of his extravagance and 

The feafts and banquets which he 
gave to whole cities in the eaft, — the cofts 

offAfiatic rarities, andof Afiatic cooks 

to drcfs them, the expences of fing- 

Ing men and finging women, the 

flute, the harp, the fackbut, and of all 
kinds of mufic — the drefs of the Perfian 
'courts, how magnificent ! their flaves how 

numerous! their chariots, their horfcs, 

their palaces, their furniture, what im- 

rricnfe fums they had devoured !• what 

<r*p6ftations from ftrangers of condition ! 
what exactions ! 

- ' How Ihall the youth make his father 
comprehend, that he was cheated at Da- 

H 2 
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inafciis by one of the beft men in^'tHc 
world;— that he had lent a parfc of' fits 
lubftance to a friend at Nineveh, WHbTiad 
fled ofF with it to the Ganges j—tliaV't 
whore of Babylon had fwallowcd his 'beft 
pearl, and anointed the whole city'^ith 
his balm of Gilead ; — that he had been 
fold by a man of honour for twcirtf 
(hckels of filver, to a worker in" gravfen 

images ; that the images he had pU^► 

chafed had profited him nothing ;—th£lC 
they could not be tranfported acrofe ^thc 
wildernefs, and had been burnt with fiit 
at Shufan; — that the * apes and pea- 
cocks, which he had fent for from Thar- 
fis, lay dead upon his hands; and that 
the mummies had not been dead long 
enough, which had been brought him 

out of Egypt: that all had gone 

wrong fince the day he forfook his father's 
hbufe. 

Leave the ftory, -it will be told 

more concifely. fVben be was ytf/ifar 

eff^ his father faijo him^ Compaf&on 

♦ Vide 2 Chronicles ix. 21. 
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}3pJ[d;.it in three words — be fell upon tis 

nfi^k^^ndkijf^d him. 

.^ ,^fff^t iflf the power of eloquence 3 but 
^c.yiei;is it fo great as when it pleads along 
Ifrji^nature^ and the culprit is a child 
^t/c<^ed from his duty, and returned to it 
agfin; with tears : Cafuifts may fettle the 
point, as they \i^ill: But what could a 
p^jLeQt (ee more in the account^ than the 
natural one, of an ingenuous heart too 
open, for the world, — ihiitten with ftrong 
icBfations of pleafures, and fuffered to 
filU^i^rth unarmed into the midft of ene« 
n^ fironger thaji himfelf ? 

, Generolity forrows as much for the 
nvrrmatched, as Pity herfelf does. 

The idea of a fon fo ruin'd, would 
doubk -the father's carefles : every efFu- 
fion of his tendernefs would add bitter- 
ncfi to his fon's rcmorfe. " Gra- 
cious Heaven ! what a father have I ren- 
dered miferable !*' 

.^'jindbefaid^ I have finned againji heaven^ 
and in thy fight ^ and am no more worthy to 
be called thy fon. 

H 3 
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But ihe father faid^ Bring forth Athfi 

robe. . .;. ); I '. 

O ye affeftions! how fondly do.yop 
play at crors-purpofcs with each other! 
— ~'Tis the natural dialogue of tr«c 
tranfporc: joy is not methodical; Bnd 
where an offender, beloved, overchacges 

itfclf in the offence, words are too 

cold; and a conciliated heart replies by 
tokens of eftcem. 

ylnd hefaid unto bisfervants^ Bring fcr/b 
the befi robe^ and put it on him: and pa a 
ring on his band^ and Jhoes on bis feet^ and 
bring hither the fatted calf^ and let us eat 
and drink and be merry. 

When the affeftions fo kindly break 
loofe, Joy is another name for Religion. 

We look np as we tafte it : the cold 
Stoic without, when he hears the dancing 
and the mufic, may afk fullenly (with 
the elder brother) What it means ? and 
refufc to enter : but the humane and com- 
palTionate all fly impctuoufly to the ban- 
quet, given for a fon who was dead and is 
alive again — who was loji and is found* 



SKR4ION XX, laj 

^Gtmfe'-^k»it$, light dp the paviliott' with 
a facrcd fire ; and parental love ami filial 
*p}|ftf lead in the mafk with riotand.fd- 

-riviicy'! Was it not for this chat God 

"gfate man mufic to ftrike upon the kindly 
Ipftfiioiis J that Nature taught the feet to 
-dance to its oiovennents, and as chief go- 
kernels of the feaft, poured forth wine 
into the goblet, to crown it with glad- 
nefs? 

* The intention of this parable is fo clear 
{torn the occalion of it, that it will not 
ht ncceflary to perplex it with any tedi- 
ous explanation : it was defigned by way 
of indireft remonftrance to the Scribes and 
Pharifees, who aniniadverted upon our 
Savioui.'s condufl:, for entering fo freely 
into conferences with finners, in order ro 
. reclaim them. To that end, he propofcs 
'the parable of the Ihepherd, who left his 
ainety and nine fheep that were fafe in 
the fold, to go and feek for one flieep 
that was gone aftray, — telling them in 
other places, that they who were whole. 
vranted not a phyfician, — but they thar 
were fick : and here, to carry on the fame. 
H 4 
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\tSbn, and to prove how acceptat>lQ|fu(Ivr 
a recovery was to God, he relates tl\is OiCr;. 
count of the prodigal Ibn andhistwet?! 
come reception. . i. 

I know not whether it would be a fub-^.. 
je6t of much edification to convince you, 
here, that our Saviour, by the prodigal 
lbn> particularly pointed at thofe who 
were fmners of the Gentiles^ and were re- 
covered by divine Grace to repentance |. 
and that by the elder brother, he in- 
tended as manifeftly the more froward of 
the Jews, who envied their converfion, 
and thought it a kind of wrong to their 
primogeniture, in being made fellow-heirs 
with them of the promifes of God. 

Thefe ufes have been fo ably fet forth, 
in fo many good fermons upon the pro- 
digal fon, that I fhall turn afide from thcni 
at prefent, and content myfelf with fomc 
refleftions upon that fatal paffion which 
led him, and fo many thoufands after 
the example, to gather all he had together^ 
end take his journey into afar country. ' 

The love of variety, or curiofity of 
feeing new things, which is the fame, or 
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a^^lWffi'* fitter paffion to it,— ^fcems 
wb¥e'' into the frame of every fon and 
daiight^fof Adanfi; we ufually fpeak of 
it as one of nature's levities, though 
planted within us for the folid purpofcs 
of carrying forwards the mind to frelh 
inquiry and knowledge : ftrip us of it, 
the mind (I fear) would doze for ever 
over the prefent page ; and we (hould all 
of us reft at eafe with fuch objefts as pre- 
fented themfelves in the parifli or pro-' 
vince where we firft drew breath. 

It is to this fpur which is ever in our 
fides, that we owe the impatience of this 
defirc for travelling: the paffion is no 

Way bad, but as others are, in its 

mifmanagement or excefs; order it 

rightly, the advantages are worth the 

purfuit i the chief of which are to 

learn the languages, the laws and cuftoms, 
and underftand the government and in- 

tereft of other nations, to acquire an 

urbanity and confidence of behaviour, 
and fit the mind more eafily for conver- 

fation and difcourfe to take us out of, 

the company of our aunts and grand- 
mothers, and from the track of nurfery 
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miftakes ; and by Ihcwing us new ob- 
jcfts, or old ones in new lights^ to rfcfbrm 

our judgments by tafting perpetually 

the varieties of nature, to know what is 

good by obferving the addrefs and a»rts 

of men, to conceive what is Jincere^^^^^ 
and by feeing the difference of fo many 
various humours and manners,— —to 
look into ourfelves and form our own. 

This is feme part of the cargo we might 
return with j but the impulfe of feeing 
new fights, augmented with that of get- 
ting clear from all leffons both of wif- 

dom and reproof at home carries our 

youth too early out, to turn this venture 
to much account 5 on the contrary, if the 
fcene painted of the prodigal in his tra- 
vels, looks more like a copy than an ori- 
ginal, — will it not be well if fuch an ad- 
venture*^ with fo unpromifing a fetting 
out, — without cartCy — without compafs, 

• be not caft away for ever, — and may 

he not be faid to efcape well if he re- 
turns to his country, only as naked as he 
firft left ic ? 

But you will fend an able pilot with 
vourfon— — a fcholar.— — 
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,^ Jf ,wifdom can fpcak in no other i;an- 
gT^^ggp ^but Greek or Latin,— r — you <lo 
yy^l . ,.. M or if mathematics will m^ a 
iji^A ,a gendeman, — - or natural philo- 

fc^hy but teach him to make a bow, 

he may be of fome fervice in introducing 
yQur fon into good focieties, and fupport- 

ing him in them when he has done 

but the upQiot will be generally this, that 
in the moll prefling occaQons of addrefs 

^^ if he is a mere man of reading, the 

unhappy youth will have the tutor to 
carry,— and not the tutor to carry him. 

But you will avoid this extremes he 
Ihall be efcOrted by one who kpows the 
world, not merely from books— but from 

his own experience : a man who has 

been employed on fuch fervices, and 
thrice made the t(mr of Europe^ with 
fuccefs. s 

That is, without breaking his own, 

or his pupil's neck; for if he is fuch 

as. my eyes have feen ! fome broken Swifs 
valet de chambre^-^iomt general under- 
taker, who will perform the journey in 
fo many months ** if God permit,"-— i 
much knowledge will not accrue j 
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fdme proBt at leaftj-^hc will learn the 
amount to a halfpenny, of every ftage 
from Calais to Rome j— — he will be car- 
ried to the bcft inns,-"-— inftrufted where 
there is the bcft wine» and fup a ti\/;re 
cheaper, than if the youth had been left 
to make the tour and the bargain him- 
Iclf. — Lx)ok at our governor ! I befeech 
you :--*--*" fee, he is an inch taller^ a9 he 
relates the advantages.—— 

And here endeth his pride— his 

knowledge, and his ufe. 

But when your fon gets abroad, he will 
be taken out of his hand, by his fociety 
with men of rank and letters, with whom 
he will pafs the greateft part of his time^ 

Let me obfcrve, in the firft place,— that 
company which is really good, is very 

rare, and very Ihy: but you have 

furmounted this difficulty ; and procured 
him the beft letters of recommendation 
to the mod eminent and refpedlable in 
every capital. 

And 1 anfwer, that he will obtain all 
by them, -which courtefy ftrriftly ftands 
obliged to pay on fuch occafions, but no 

UIOIX'. 
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•There is nothing in which we: are fo 
ngKih deceived, ap in the advantages pro*- 
pofed from our connexions and difeourfe 
with the litei^ti, &c. in foreign parts; 
e^eicially if the experiment is made be- 
ftat we are maQjrcd by years or ftudy. 

' ' Converfation is a trafEck ; and if you 
cntci^ into it, without fome ftock of know- 
ledge, to balance the account perpetually 
betwixt you, — the trade drops at once : 

and this is the reafon, however it may 

be boafted to the contrary, why travellers 
have fo little (efpecially good) conver- 

&don with natives, owing to their 

fufpicion, — or perhaps conviftion, that 
therfe is nothing to be extrafted from the 
oonVerfation of young itinerants, worth 
the trouble of their bad language, — or 
the interruption of their vifits. 
• The pain on thefe occafions is ufually 
reciprocal j the confequence of which is, 
that the difappointed youth feeks an eafier 
fociety ; and as bad company is always 
feady, and ever lying in wait,— the career 
fs' foon finilhed; and the poor prodigal 
returns the fame objedt of pitV, with the 
prodigal in the Gofpcl. 
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SERMON XXI. 

National Mercies confidered ^^ 

DEUTERONOMY VI. 20, 2 I . 

And when thy fon aflceth thcc in time to come, hytng^ 
What mean the teftimonies, and the fbtutes, and the 
judgments, which the Lord our God hath commanded 
yon? then thou (halt fay unto thy fon, We were 
Pharaoh^s bondfmen in Egypt, and the Lord brought 
us out of £gypt with a mighty hand. 

^^pHESE arc the words which Mofes left 
'*' as a Handing anfwer for the children 
of Ifrael to give their pofterity, who in 
time to come might become ignorant, or 
unmindful of the many and great mercies, 
which God had vouehfafed to their fore- 
fathers : all which had terminated in that 
one of their deliverance out of bondage. 

Though they were direfted to fpeak in 
this manner, each man to his fon, yet one 
cannot fuppofe, that the dircftion fhould 
be neceflary for the next generation, — for 

• On the Inauguration of his prcfent Majcfty. 
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the children of thofe who had been eyd- 
witnefles of God's Providences : it does 
not feem likely that any of them fhould 
arrive to that ^ge of reafoning, which 
would put them upon afking the fuppofed 
queftion, and riot be, long before-hand, 
inftrufted in the anfwer. Every parent 
would tell his child the hardfhips of his 
captivity, and the amazing particulars of 
his deliverance : the ftory was fb uilcom- 
mon, fo full of wonder, and with- 
al, the recital of it would ever be a mat- 
ter of fuch tranfport, it could not pof- 

fibly be kept a fecret: the piety and 

gratitude of one generation would anti- 
cipate the curiofity of another -, their fons 
would learn the ftory with their lan- 
guage. 

This probably might be the cafe with 
the firft or fecond race of people, but in 
procefs of time, things might take a dif- 
ferent turn : a long and undifturbed pof- 
feflion of their liberties might blunt the 
fenfe of thofe providences of God, which 
had procured them, and fet the remem- 
brance of all his mercies at too great & 
diftance from their hearts. After they 
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had for fomc years been eafed of every 
real burden, an cxcefs of freedom might 
make them rcftlefs under every hiia- 
ginary one, and amongft others that of 
their religion i from thence they might 
feek occafion to inquire into the founda- 
tion and fitnefs of its ceremonies, its fta- 
tutes, and its judgments. 

They might aflc, What njieant fo many 
commands in matters which to them ap- 
peared indifferent in their own natures ? 
What policy in ordaining them ? and. 
What obligation could there lie upon 
reafonable creatures, to comply with a 
multitude of fuch unaccountable injunc- 
tions, fo unworthy the wii'dom of God ? 

Hereafter, poffibly, they might go fur- 
ther lengths i and though their natural 
bent was generally towards fuperftition, 
yet fome adventurers, as is ever the cafe, 
might fteer for the oppofite coaft, and as 
they advanced might difcover that all re- 
ligions, of what denominations or com- 
plexions foevcr, were alike. That the 
religion of their own country in particu- 
lar, was a contrivance of the Prieits and 

VOL. VII. I 
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LeviteS) — a phantxxn drcSk^outJ^zf^- 
rifying garb of their own inakiogi.»f(P 
kcq> weak minds in fear: — r^th^t-iis 
rites and ceremonies, and numbeilefyinr 
junctions, were fo many difFercnt wkc(?)6 
in the fame political engine, putin^ iio 
' doubt, to amufe the ignorant^ and kjscp 
them in fuch a ftate of darknefs^ as-cle^ 
rical juggling requires. , ■ , 

That as for the moral part of it^ thougfi 
it was unexceptionable in itfelf>— — yet it 
was a piece of intelligence they did not 
ftand in want of ^ men had natural resSqa 
always to have found it out, 'and 

wifdom to have praftifed it, without Mo- 
fes's afliftance. 

Nay, poflibly, in procefs of time, they 
might arrive at greater improvements in 

religious controverfy when they had 

given their fyftem of infidelity all the 
ilrength it could admit of from reafon^ 
they might begin to embellifh it witl^ 
fome more fprightly conceits and turn^ 
of ridicule. ,.,jr. 

Some wanton Ifraelite, when he , h^ 
eaten and was full, might give fr.epyiqopc 



S E R M d T^ XXI. 115 

and indulgence i!o this talent! as argu- 
rtienfcs' and fober rc^rorting fail'd, he might 
ttirrt the edge of his wit againft types and 
lynnbcyls, and treat all the myfteries of 
hb religion, and every thing that could 
be faid upon fo ferious a fubjeft, with 
raillery and mirth : he might give vent 
to a world of pleafantry upon many fa- 
cred palTages of his law: he might ban- 
ter the golden calf, or the brazen fcrpcnt, 

with great courage, and confound 

himfelf in the diftinftions of clean and 
\inclean beafts, by the dcfperate lallies of 
his wit againft them. 

He could but poflTibly take one ftep 
further : when the land which flowed with 
milk and honey, had quire worn out the 
impreffions of his yoke, and bleflings be- 
gan to multiply upon his hands, he might 
draw this curious conclufion, that there 
wes no Being who was the author and be- 
ftower of them,— —but that it was their 
&kh arm, and the mightinefs of Ifraelitifli 
ftrcngth, which had put them, and kept 
tfttfrn, ihpoflelTionof fomuch happinefs. — 

O Mbfes ! How would thy meek artd 
patient fpirit have been put to the torture 
1 2 
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by fuch a return ? If a propenflty towards 
fuperftition in the Ifraelites, did oncc'bc- 
tray thee into an excefs of anger,' diat 
thou threweft the two tables out of Ay 
hands, which God had wrote, and cafd- 
lefsly hazardcd'fl the whole treafurt of 

the world, with what indignation aiid 

honcft anguifh wouldft thou have hcatd 
the fcoffings of thofe who denied the hand 
which brought them forth, and faid. 
Who is God, that we fhould obey his 
voice ? With what force and vivacity 
wouldft thou have reproached them with 

the hiftory of their own nation: that 

if too free an enjoyment of God's bleff- 
ings, had made them forget to look back- 
wards, it was neceflary to remind 

them, that their forefathers were Pha- 
raoh's bondfmen in Egypt, without pro- 
fpe£l of deliverance j that the chains of 
their captivity had been fixed and rivettcd 
by a fucceflion of four hundred and thirty 
years, without the interruption of one 
ftruggle for their liberty : that after the 
expiration of that hopelefs period, 'when 
no natural me:ms favoured the event, they 
were fnatched almoft againft their own 
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wiy$,. put of d)e hand? of their opprefibrs, 

apd.lj^d through aii ocean of dangers, to 

the poffcflion of a land of plenty; that 

rfiiSiChange in their affairs was not the 

produce of chance or fortune,— or was it 

iprojcftedor executed by any achievement 

,pr plan of human device, which might 

. foon again be defeated by fuperior (Irength 

ox: policy from without, or from force of 

accidents from within, from change of ♦ 

circumftances, humours, and paffions of 

.nien, all which generally had a fway in 

the rife and fall of kingdoms, but that 

-all was brought about by the power and 

goodnefs of God, who faw and pitied the 

affliftions of a diftrefled people, and by 

a chain of great and mighty deliverances, 

fet them free from the yokeofopprefllon. 

That fince that miraculous efcapc, a 

i.feries of fuccefles not to be accounted 

/or by fecond caufes, and the natural 

icourie of events, had demonftrated not 

,^nly God's providence in general, but 

,, [lis particular providence and attachment 

J ^p^ them that nations greater and 

J P?jgl>tier than they, were driven out be- 

.. V. v» . •; . *^ 
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fore them, and their land& gtv^en cp> them 
for an cverlafting poflefEoiK ■ ■ ■: 

This was what thejr fliould teach >difcir 
children, and their children's childreo /af-« 

tcr them. Happy generatioos, fm 

whom (o joyful a lefTon was prepared! 
happy indeed ! had ye at all times knowft 
to have made the ufe of it, which Motfesi 

continually exhorted, of drawing nigh 

unto God with all your hearts ^ who bad htn 
fo nigh unto you. 

And here let us drop the argument^ as 
it refpeds the Jews, and for a moment 
turn it towards ourfelves : the prefenc 
occafion, and the recolledtion which is 
natural upon it, of the many other parts 
of this complicated bleiling vouchfafcd 
to us, fince we became a nation, making 
it hard to defift from fuch an af^li^ 
cation. 

I begin with the firft in order of time^ 
as well as the greateft of national deliver- 
ances, — our deliverance from darknefi 
and idolatry, by the conveyance of the 
light which Chriftianity brought with it 
into Britain, fo early as in the lifeKtinoe 
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f£idni apofttes tbemfelvcs, or at furthcft, 
not many years aft^r their death. 

liThoQgh this might feem a biefllng 
ceiiye]ml.and offered to us in common 
with other parts of the world, yet when 
ybu-i!ef^c£l.upon this as a remote comer 

o£ the earth in reiped of Judea, its 

fitvatibn and inacceffiblenefs as an ifland, 
--^the little that was then known of na- 

ytgation, or carried on of commerce, 

the large trad of land which to this 
dfly i^emains unhallowed with the name of 
CHRiiftTj and ahnofl in the neighbour- 
hdiodxif where the firft glad tidings of 

bitn were founded One cannot but 

adore the goodnefs of God, and remark 
ainiore particular providence in its con- 
veyance and eflabliihment here, than 
amopgft other nations upon the conti- 
nent, where, though the oppolitions 

fuom error and prejudice were equal, it 
had not theie natural impediments to en- 
coionter. 

:j Hiftorians and ftatefmen, who generally 
ftarchevery where for the caufes of events, 
bWiiiithcpleafure of Him who difpofcs of 
I 4 
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them, rnay makedifFer&nt refledtions upon 
this. They may confidcr it as a matter itt- 
cidental, brought to.pafs by thefortuit&us 
ambition, fuccefs, and fettlemcnt lof thd 
Romans here^ it appearing, that in Claxt* 
dius's reign, when Ghriftianity began 
to get footing in Rome, near eighty 
thoufand of that city and people wore 
fixed in this ifland : as this made a free 
communication betwixt the two places, 
the way for the Gofpel was in courfc 
open, ami its tranfition from the one to 
the other, natural and eafy to be ^c* 

counted for, and yet, nevertheiefs, 

providential, God often fufFers us t» 
purfue the devices of our hearts, whilft 
he turns the courfe of them, like the 
rivers of waters, to bountiful purpofes. 
Thus, he might make that purfuit of 
glory inherent in the Romans, the engine 
to advance his own, and eftablifli it here: 
he might make the wickednefs of the earth 
to work his own righteoufnefs, by fufFer- 
ing them to wander a while beyond their 
proper bounds, till his purpofcs were fuK 
filled, and fbe?i put his hook into thtir mf- 
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triU^^ and lead diofe wild beafts of prey 
back^again into dieir own land. 

"Ncsctto this bleffing of the light of the 
Gofpel, we muft n6t forget that by which 
it was preferved from the danger of being 
totally fmothered and extinguilhed,by that 
vaft fwarm of barbarous nations, which 
came down upon us from the north, and 
{hook the world like a tempell^ changing 
names and cuftoms, and language and 
government, and almoft the very face of 
nature, wherever they fixed. That our 
religion fhould be preferved at all, when 
crety thing elfe feemed to perifh, which 
Jwas capable of change, — or, that it fliould 
not be hurt under that mighty weight of 
ruins, beyond the recovery of its former 

beauty and ftrength, the whole can 

be afcribed to no caufe fo likely as this. 
That the fame power of God which fent 
it » forth, was prefent to fupport it 
when the whole frame of other things 
gave way. 

Next in degree to this mercy of pre- 
ffiTving Chriftianity from an utter cxw 

ttRi^ion we muft reckon that of being 

enabled to preferve, and free it from cor- 
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ruptions, which the.nift of itimcj,— ?fr- 
the abufes of men« and. the natural, t^- 
dency of all things to degeneracy^ -^K^hich 
are trufled to them, had froni time to 
time introduced into it* . ;- 

Since the day in which this refonnttmi 
was. began, by how many ftrange aad 
critical turns has it been perfe£):ed aod 
handed down^ if not eniirefy mtbout Jp^ 

or wrinkle, at Icaft, without great 

blotches or marks of anility ! 

Even the blow which was fuffered 'to 
fall upon it fhortly after, in that period 
where our hiftory looks fo unlike herfdfi 
ftain'd, Mary, by thee, and disfigured 

with blood: can one refleft upon it;» 

without adoring the Providence of Goo, 
which fo fpeedily fnatched the fword oi 
perfccution out of her hand, — making her 
reign as fhort as it was mercilefs. 

If God then made us, as he did the If* 
raelites, fuck honey out of the rock^ and 
oil out of the flinty rock, how much 
more fignal was his mercy in giving tl^cm 
to us without money, without price, iq 
thole good days which followed, whea^; 
long and a wife reign was as ncctSs^ tq^ 
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build-tip our church, as a Ihort one was 
beford to favc it from ruins.—— 

*i*i~Thc bleffing was neccffary, — and 

it was granted. 

—God having multiplied the years of 
thac renowned princefs to an uncommon 
numbeTj giving her time, as well as a 
hearty to fix a wavering perfecuted people, 
and fettle them upon fuch foundation as 
muft make them happy j—i- the touch- 
ftonej by which they are to be tried, 
whom God has entrufted with the care of 
kingdoms. 

Blefled be thy glorious name for ever 

and ever, in making that teft fo much 

cafier for the Britilh, than other princes 

of this earth i whofe fubjefts, whatever 

other changes they have felt, have fel- 

d6tn happened upon that of changing 

their mifery, and, it is to be feared, are 

ntvcr likely, fo long as they are kept fo 

ftMngly bound in chains of darknefs^ — 

and thains.of power. 

Pfdm both thcfe kinds of evils, which 
attalmofl; naturally connefted together, 
Ho#providential was our efcape in the 
ftteciirifng reign, when all the choice 
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blood was bcfpokr^ and preparations 
made to offer it up at one facrifice ! . 

I would not intermix the hgrrprs of 
that black-projefted fcftival, with the 
glories of this : or name the forrows of 
the next reign, which ended in the fub- 
vcrfion of our conftitution, was it notne- 
ccfl'ary to purfue the thread of our deli- 
verances through thofe times, and re- 
mark how rwgh God's Providence was to 
us in them both, by proteding us from 
the one, in as fignal a manner as he re- 
ftorcd us from the other. 

Indeed the latter of them might have 
been a joylefs matter of remembrance to 
us at this day, had it not been confirmed 
a bl effing by a fucceeding efcape, which 
fealed and conveyed it fafe down to us : 
whether it was to correft an undue fenfc of 
former bleffings, — or to teach us to reflefl: 
upon the number and value of them, by 
threatening us with the deprivation of 
them, — we were fuffcred, however, to ap- 
proach the edge of a precipice, where, if 
God had not raifcd up a deliverer to lead 

us back, all had been loft:-— -the 

arts of Jefuitry had decoyed us forwards. 



or if that hz± ££ti- v^ h^ r=n —5: i 
down bv opei :':r:*, zd± dit isdn-riiiT 
had been inrrhir'.*, 

verancc are f-ci, t'.st n irtnrifi := r 
God had :ufcr^ ocr varcri; "-ii* r^nh 
of Bethefda, to i>e rr:?iibi^; n tt-it^ 
them aftcrwardi mort Va?i^f il i*. ini-.t 
to the accoisr-r :f =2.: izy i lu^r.Tyr v* 
charge the er"oyn:f:r.: cxf rFsrr znnir 1:2:1-1 

worth a free ir^:: 5 lr»"lnr iir. -nsz 

revival of our LbtTzj-. oir nrii^-jz . -:r-t 

juft rights of c-r kirg^ 231 n.-^ -j^- 

rights of o!:r pecplr, eic iJuLi- vni s... 
that happy proviic^ ix ti.'rr iv:-.- ,- 
ance, for which -^t irt rrr:m.'? ':_- :_ 
to God tlus div. 

Let us do :r, I bcittci tji., - v^t 
way which becomes -arJt r-.-^,, V; >:-- 
ibing the intentions of rji 'S'rTr.'r-^ st^c 
making a better t?fe c: litr. i::iS.i ^jj- 
forefathers, who forr.rdny:: z't^-rc -/, 

grow weary of their own Lap^-.r-r -. 

let us rather thank God for •:-•: Kvvt 
land which he has giv^m ^c\ j tr^c v r»t:rj 
wi begin to profper in it, ai*d iwjk t i-*: 
goodly houfes, and dwelt thertia^— 
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and when our filver anc^ our gold iimul^ 
tiplied, and all that we have is «nuhi« 
plied, lee the inftancei of our '^^nsciaod 
benevolence be multiplied with ihim^ 
that the great and mighty God, whoi39 
righteous in all his ways, and holyiwaU 
hjs works, may, in the laft day of>ac^ 
counting with us, judge us worthy of the 
n>ercies we have received. 

In vain are days fet apart to celcbri^te 
fuccefsful occurrences, unlefs they infiu^ 

ence a nation*s morals : a finful people 

can never be grateful to God,— nor 
can they, properly fpeaking, be loyal to 
their prince ; — they cannot be grateful to 
the one, becaufe they live not under a 

fcnfe of his mercies, nor can they be 

loyal to the other, becaufe they difengagc 
the Providence of God from taking his 

part, and then giving a heart to his 

advcrfaries to be intraftable. — 

And therefore, what was faid by fomc 
one. That every fin was a treafon againft 

the foul, may be applied here, That 

every wicked man is a traitor to his king 
and his country. And, whatever ftatef- 
men may write of the caufes of the rife 
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and fall of iiackm9;f-^for the contrary rea- 
ibm^rra good m^n will ever be found to 
be:the^bcft patriot and the beft flibjeftr 
9nd> though an indit^idvial may fayj What 
can.hiy righteoufnefs profit a nation of 
liacn? it may be anfwered, Thai: rf k 

fiiouM fail of a blefling here, it wlll^ 

ha.ve one advantage at leaft^ which is 
this. 

It will fave thy own foul; which may 
Gob grant. Amen. 
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SERMON XXII. 
The Hiftory of Jacob confidered. 

GENESIS XLVIK 9. 

And Jacob faid unto Pharaoh, the days of the years of 

my pilgrimage are an hundred and thirty years t few 

' and evil have the days of the years of my life been.— «-* 

rpHERE is not a man in hiftory, whom 
•* I pity more than the man who made 

this reply, not becaufe his days were 

Ihort, but that they were long enough 

to have crowded into thcni, fo much evil 
-as we find. 

' Of all the patriarchs, he was the moft 
unhappy : for, 'bating the fcven years he 
ferved Laban for Rachacl, •' which feemed 
to him but a few days^ for the love he had 
to *fr,'^-— ftrike thofe out of the num- 
ber, all his other days wereforrowj 

and that, not from his faults, but from 
the ambition, the violences, and evil paf* 
fionS'jof'OtiuErsU: A large portion of what 

VOt. VII. K 
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man b born to» couie^i .yqu'U fay, &i)C9 
the jfacne quarter: 'tbtrye^ but ftUljifP^ 
fomc. men's lives,, there ieems a contjeitTi 
tirre of mifcry;-r— ©ne evil fo rifcjow 
of another^ and the whole plaa tod S)itrt 
cuticm of the piece has fo very fntfan- 
choly. an air, that a good-natured nsan 
fhali Aot be able to look upon it| -but 
witli tears on his cheeks^ 

I pity this patriarch dill the moreji j}e<? 
caufe,. from his firft fetting out ialife,, be 
had been led into an expectation of fuch dif-^ 
ferent fcenes : he was told, by KsM^m 
father, that GcdJb^uU iUfs bim f^iH^ 
dew of heaviny andtbe fatnefs of tbetarib^ 
and with plenty of corn and winei^^'-'^'^tbal 
people were to ferve him^ and nations toi$9$ 

down to him \ that he Jhould be brdavn 

his brethren -, that bleffed was every mi" 

that bleffed him^ and curfed was iverj. 'Mr 
who curfed him. ; ■ : 

The fimplicity of youth takes prontiifits. 
of happinefs in the fuUelt latiaideKr-^~ 
and as thefe were moreover confirmed M* 
him by the God of his fathers,.. oa 1^9^ 
way to ;Padaa«aran,r-~<-*it. would leave o<^ 
diibuil; of. their accomplifhraeac upoAihis 
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miiidi*^-'-^«vef^ffair and flattering ob«** 
jed 'before him, which wore the face of 
joy^ht would regard as a portion of his 
bkflingj-- — he would purlue it,-»*~-hc 
would grafp « iliadow^ 

This, by the way, makes ic neceirary 
to ibppofe, that the bleflings which were 
conveyed, had a view to bleffihgs aot al*^ 
together fuch as a carnal mind would ex** 
peft It but that they were in a great mea- 
6arc i^fitual, and fuch as the prophetic 
ibul of Ifaac had principally before him, 
iolthe comprehenfive idea of their future 
nd happy eftabliihment, when they were 
HO ^longer to be flrangers and pilgrims 
t^pon earth : for in fad, in the ftrici; and li- 
-tertl fenfe of his father's grant,-*-* Jacob 
Clayed it not ; and was fo far from be- 
ing a happy man, that in the moil inte-* 
fafttng paiTages of his life, he met with 
nothing but difappointments and grievous 
aiBttftions. 

— fcctua accompany him from the firft 
iitidiepoiis hour of a mother's ambition i 
in^ coniequence of which, he is driven 
fytth^'6km bis country, and the protect 
4llif»'ilftili*'ibaii&y lafeek prooe^on 4tid 

K 2 
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an cftabliihment in thehoureof Ifial^ 
his kinfmail. : n\rji{ 

' In what manner thi$ Rnfwercd hUi«l?T 
pe^bations^ we ^nd from his^ owr* p^ikfiM 
rcmonftrance to Labarii when he li^ 
purfued him feven days journey, , iftnd 

overtook him on Mount GUead. r Jlf;% 

him in the door of the tent, with the calm 
courage which innocence gives thc.opr 
preiTed, thus remonftrating to his fathe^r 
in-law upon the cruelty of his treacinc;nt* 
"Tbe/e twenty years that I have been ^iib 

4heey ^ ewes have not caft their yonngj 

and the rams of thy flock bavt I not eatpi* 
"That which was tern cf beafts I brought 

not unto thee^ / bare the lofs of it ; 

what wasjiokn by day^ or ftolen by nighty of 
my hands didjl thou require it. Thus J was: 
in the day the drought confumed me^ and tb^ 
froji by nighty and myfleep departed from my 
eyes. Thus have I been twenty years in thy 

houfe : / ferved thee fourteen years for 

thy two daughters J and fiic years for thy 
cattle ; and thou haft changed my wages te» 
times. 

-Scarce had he recovered from .thefe 
evils, when the ill condudt and vices of 



hi#«Ml*trt Wlirvd'his foul to.dckth:V~*^ 
Reuben proves inceftuous, — .JudaibaddU 
t«ft>U4i-:-^U 'daughter Dinah is-drfho- 
rtdltffcdi-*-^— Simeon! and, Levi diflatinour 

^hdmfdves^ by treachery, r^tv^ of his 

^findchildren are ftricken with fuddca 
^^hs^^Rachael his beloved wifis'pe- 
^rHht^s, ind in circtimftances whichimbit^ 
tii^d-his lofs, ■ his fon Jofeph, a moll 
p?^iiing youth, is torn from hirrti by 
tifie envy of his brethren j and> to cloft 
ittl> hirfifclf driven by famine in his old 
•agft to die amongft the Egyptians,, a 
plfople who held it an abomination to eat 
*bJ?ead with him. Unhappy patriarch I 
■ '*fell might he {^jy Tfbat few dnd ez'il bad 
'betn-' his days : the anfwer, indeed, was ex- 
iftfded beyond the. monarch's inquiry,. 
"''Wifeh was fimply his age;- — but how 
'iJb^ld he look back upon the days of his 
^^llgtimage, without thinking of the for- 
"^ifbws? which thofe days had brought along 
'^JWith^ them ? all that was more -in the an- 
'^fciVithan in- the demand, was the over- 
flowings of a heart ready to bleed afrelli 
^irt^cTtcolleftion of what had befallen. 
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Unwillingly does the mind digcft the 
evils prepared for it by others i— for thofe 
we prepare ourfelves, — we eat but the 
fruit which we have planted and watered': 
—a fhattered fortune — a (battered frame, 
lb we have but the fatisfaction of {batter- 
ing therii ourfelves, pafs naturally enough 
into the habit, and by the eafe with which 
they are both done, they fave the Ipec- 
tator a world of pity : but for thofe like 
Jacob's, brought upon him by the hands 
from which he looked for all his com- 
forts,— —the avarice of a parent the 

unkindnefs of a relation, the ingra- 
titude of a child, they are evils which 

leave a fear; befides, as they hang 

over the heads of all, and therefore may 

fall upon any j every looker-on has 2tn 

intereft in the tragedy •, but then we 

are apt to intereft ourfelves no otherwifc, 
than merely as the incidents themfelves 
ftrike our paffions, without carrying the 
leflbn further:^— in a word — we realize 

nothing : we figh — we wipe away the 

tear, — and there ends the ftory of mifcry, 
and the moral with it. 
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Let us try to do becrer with this. . To 
beginj with the bad bias which gave the 

wjiole turn to the patriarch's life, 

parental partiality or parental injuf- 

tice,— — it matters not by what tide it 

ftands diftinguiflied 'tis rhat, by which 

Rebekah planted a dagger in Efau*s 
,breafl: -, and an eternal terror with it, in 
her own, left Ihe fliould live to be de- 
prived of them both in one day, — -and 
-iruft itie, dear Chriftians, wherever that 
equal balance of kindnefs and love, which 
children look up to you for as their na- 
tural right, is no longer maintained — there 
will daggers ever be planted ; ibefonJhaU 
literally befet atz-^riance againjl bis father^ 
'4m4 the daughter againjt her mother^ and the 
daughter-in-law againft her mother-in-lawy 
rrranda marCsfoesJhallbe they of his own 
^ufehold. 

It was an excellent ordinance, as well 
of domeftic policy, as of equity, which 
Mofes gave upon this head, in the ax ft 
of Deuteronomy. 

If a man have two wives ^ one beloved and 
cne bat^dy and they have bom him children^ 
iotb tbi beloved and the hated^ and if tht 
K 4 
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firfi horn Jon he hers thai ijga^hatei^jhm it 
Jhall bey when he makel/j kU fins So inkq^it 
that which he hath^ tf)at he may not nsakt, 
the fan of the heloved^ frfi horn^ before th^, ^ 
fon of the haled which is indeed the firji horn^_ . 
^—'hut he fi)aU acknowledge the fin of the ^ 
hated for firfi horn^ by giving him a doub/f 
portion of all that he hath. The evil was 

well fenced againft for 'tis one. of 

thofc which ftcals in upon the heart wii;^ 
the afFeftions, and courts the parent ijn- . 
der fo fweet a form, that thoufands haye. 
been betrayed by the very virtues which 
fhould have prefer ved them. Nature teUs. 
the parent, there can be no error on the 

fide of affeftion J but we forget, when 

Nature pleads for one, flie pleads for 

every child alike, and, why is not 

her voice to be heard ? Solomon fays, 
Oppreffion will make a wife man mad. . 

What will it do then to a tender and 

ingenuous heart, which feels itfelf ne- 

frlcftcd, too full of reverence for the 

author of its wrongs to complain ? 

fee, it firs down in filence, robbed by 
difcouragcmcnts, of all its natural powers 
to pleafc, — born to fee others loaded with 
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carc(TVs---i-in (btt[c iinchccry corner it 

nonrilhies its drfcrthtent, and with a. 

weight ujion its fplrits, which it^* little .■ 
ftock of fortitude is riot able to withftand, 
—*-h' droops, arid pines away.— —JJad 
Viftim of Caprice! ^ . 

Wie are unavoidably led here into a re- 
fleftibn upon Jacob's condudl in regard 
to his fon Jofcph, which no way corrc- 
fponded with the IcflTon of wifdom which 
the ifniferies of his own family might 
hat^ej taught him : Jiircly his eyes had 
fcert forrow fufficient on that ftore, to 
haV'e taken warning: and yet wc find, 
that' he fell into the fame fnare of par- 
tidity to that child in his old age, which 
his mother Rcbekah had Ihcwn to him 

in 'hers, for Ifrael loved Jofeph wore 

than all his children \ becaufe he was the fon 
cf Hs old agCf and he made him a coat of 

many colours. O Ifrael ! where was that 

prophetic fpirit which darted itfelf into 
future times, and told each tribe what 

was to be its fate ? Where was it fled, 

that it rould not aid thcc to look fo little 
a way forwards, as to behold this coat of 
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many colours^ ftaiQe4 Y^idiJjrfop^^r^Wfay 
v^ere the tender emotions of a ^^ampt's 
ajdgpifh hid from t^y eyea^-^-rrt^dy 
Why JB every thing?—, — but:.th«ti(it 
{4eafes Heaven to give us no mcirci^igi^ 
in our way» than will leave virtue in pod* 

feffion of its recompence, 

. -r — Grant me, gracious God! tp:go 
cheerfully on, the road which thou ImA 

tparkedouti 1 wifti it neithcrmore 

wide nor more fmooth :-— cootiouc t)xi 
light of this dim taper thou haft put inio 

my hands: 1 will kneel upon fJ^ 

ground feven times a day> to feck the 

beft track I can with it and havmg 

done that, I will truft myfelf and the 
iffuc of my journey to thee, who art ^ 

fountain of joy, and will ling libnga 

of comfort as I go along. 

Let us proceed to the fecond gre^oc- 
currence in the patriarch's life*-— *r The 
impofition of a wife upon him, which 4ie 
neither bargained for or loved.*— -r-i-^iwl // 
came to pafs in tbe mornings Mold U.wat, 
Leah! and be /aid unlo Laban^ fVbatis ibis 
ibai ibou baft dme unio me ? Did Inotftnt 
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thtijoif^ RaebieJf Wherefore ibtnbajrtbQU 

IThis indeed is out 6f the fyftcrtt of Jill 

*oi^^l impofitiduTS now,- but' tfte 

ftktfkl "of it is ftiU good; and tl\e- ab\^ 

WIdk the faine coniplainc of Jacob's tijiori 

it, will ever be repeated, fo long a4 art 

Md artifice are fo bufy as they arein thefe 

^ii;irs. 

' -'Ijiften, I pray you, to the ftbries of 

tW dHfafppointed in marriage : — — coHcdf 

iff'thcir complaints: hear their mu- 

tthll reproaches ; upon what fatal hinge 
db^ the grcatcft part of them turn ?— * 
!^' They were miftakcn in the perfon/*— ^ 
SOftid difguife either of body or mind [% 
fe*to ^tlhrough in the firft domeftic fcuffle % 
— i^i^fottie fair ornament—— perhaps the 
very one which won the heart— /^te cr^ 
namilit 9f a mek and quiet fpirit^ falls dff*i 
<i^iLLit'is noi the RMchatlfor whom I have 
fiifnridr^^^ff^h baft tbtm tbtn beguikd me f 
V. Be, open— be honeft: give yourfelf 
fbr-vwhat you are; conceal nothing-^— 
vafliiiih nothing,— and if thefe faif 
we^k^na will not do,— better not cbii-' 
quer at all, than conquer for a day: 



—when the night is paffed; ^tirill ever 

be the fame ftory, And if cametofdfi^ 

heboid it wai Leah \ 

If the heart beguiles itfelf in iti choice^ 
and imagination will give excellehdei 
which arc not the portion of flcfh irid 

blood : when the dream is over, and 

we awake in the morning, it matteti 
little whether 'tis Rachael or Lcah,^-^- 
be the objeft what it will, as it muft'bc 
on the earthly fide, at leaft, of pcrfciftibn^, 
— it will fall fliort of the work of faricy, 
whofe exiftence is in the clouds. 

In fuch cafes of deception, let not rriaii 
exclaim as Jacob does in his,— fFJbat is it 

thoii haft done unto me ? for 'tis his own 

doings, and he has nothing to lay hisfatilt 
on, but the heat and poetic indifcrction 
of his own paflions. 

I know not whether 'tis of any ufe to 
take notice of this Angularity in the pa- 
triarch's life, in regard to the wrong He 
received from Laban, which was the very 
wrong he had done before to his fathtt 
Ifaac, when the infirmities of old Age 
had difabkd him from diftinguifhingone 
child from another : Art thou my very fen 



' SIJJ^H^.ON XXII. i|| 

Efauf^^Md bcijiddy I am^ !Ti$, dopbtful 
whejdbcr. Leah'^ veracity, was pu.t tp .th^ 
fame teft, — but both fufFcred fronj.a fin[\l- 
litu^p of ftratagem.; . aQd 'tis hwd Jtp-fay, 
yfjbcjttipr. the anguifli,, from crofs'd. loYp^ 
HV,th9i breaft of one brother, might ,p^ 
Ije. as fore a punifhment, as the difqqjey 
(y4c^ of crofs'd ambition and revenge, in 
the breaft of the other. 
, , Ido not fee which way the honour of 
Providence is concerned in repaying us 
cx^ly. in our own coin,— or, why a 
man fliould fall into that very pit (and 
ijg^ other), which he has graven md digged 
for aniQtber man: time and chance may 
bring fuch incidents about, and there 
w.^mt$ nothing, but that Jacob ihould 
have .been a bad man, to have made this 
a common-place text for fuch a dodrine. 
J., \^v& enough for. us, that the. bed way 
tjOjL .escape evil, is, in general, net to com- 
mit., it. ourfelves and that whenever 

tljic, paffions of mankind will order it 
jpfl^ipr^wife, to rob thofe, at leaft, who love 
JM/jgfif^jifts^ of the triumph of finding .it 
^^y—r^.l^bat our travail has retunied^ tfpo^ 

■'■■.. V .:: -t ;.* ■■ > 
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eur beads J and our visliftt de^Sngsy uff$fu Mr 
awn fates. •; 

I cannot conclude this difcourfey wich« 
out returning firft to the part with which 

it {^i out J the patriarch's account to 

the king of Egypt, tA the fhortnefBtUid 
mifcry of his days :— give me leave to 
bring this home to us, by a (ingle reflec- 
tion upon each. m^ 

There is fomething ftrange in it that 
life fhould appear foihort/> tbegr$fi^-F*^ 
and yet fo long in the ditaiL Mifery may 
make it fo, you'll fay— but wc will ex* 

elude it, and ftill you'll find, though 

we all complain of the Ihortnefs of life, 
what numbers there are who feem quite 
overftocked with the days and hours of 
it, and are continually fending out into 
the highways and ftreets of the city, to 
compel guefts to come in, and take it" off 
their hands : to do this with ingenuity 
and forecaft, is not one of the leaft Mi 
and bufinefs of life itfclf; and they wfte. 
cannot fucceed in it, carry as many m^fci 
of diftrefs about them, as barikriiptcy 
herfdf could wear. Be as carelcft aswc 



nor fhall we always be in a teKipec 

taiJ^ the account run thiis. Wh^sa the 
l^^^oAr i$; • coord|> arid the fpirits^ which 
hflfve.hurrkd us on through half our days^ 
MorQ wo-hayc numbered one of^rpheoH': 

af!P beginning to mire f th«n wiidorjj, 

witt/prefs a moment to be heapdy^r^^afflic-* 
dons or a bed of ficknefs will find their 

heursiof pcrfiiafion and, (hould tiiey 

fiuly-there is fomething ytt behindj-^*--^-^ 
(ddr age will overtake us at the lad, and 
wkk its trembling hand hold up the glafs 
tcrufi,^ as it did unto the patriarch-——^ 
t ''l-r— H-Dcar inconfiderate Chriftians ! wait 
not^fl befeech you> till then;— take a 

ymv^ of your life now; look back, 

Ittiiold this fair (pace capable of fuch 

l|Mven}y improvements all fcrawrd 

4lfmiMd defaced with " ■ ■ I want words 
tpjfejf^ with what— —for I think only of 
tifi^F^tc&ions with which you are to fup- 
PHK77fiDfir4ves> ia the decline of a life fa 
iW f ww Mygftft ft^y« ihould it happen^ 
^4fi:.4)^<^' 4oeSi that ye have flood idle. 
t^^KO^ihA-^lcvcmh hpur, aad havc^al)''.^: 
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work of the day to perform when night 
comes on, and no one can work* 

2dly. As to the evil of the days of the 

years of our pilgrimage fpecukttton 

and fad appear at variance again.-*-*- 
We agree with the patriarch, that the life 
of man is mifcrable i and yet the world 

looks happy enough and every thing 

tolerably at its eafe. It muft be noted 
indeed, that the patriarch, in this ac- 
count, fpcaks merely his prefent feelings, 
and feems rather to be giving a hiftory of 
his fufferings, than a fyftem of them^ in 
contradiftion to that of the God of Love. 
Look upon the world he has given us, 

obfcrve the riches and plenty which 

flows in every channel, not only to fatisfy 
the defires of the temperate,— —but of 

the fanciful and wanton every place 

is almofl: a paradife, planted when nature 
was in her gaycft humour. 

Everything has two views. Ja- 
cob, and Job, and Solomon, gave one 
lection of the globe,— —and this repre- 

fcntation another: truth lieth betwiict 

— or rather, good and evil are mixed up 
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together^ whicfet)^ ther two preponde* 
rates, is beyond our enquiry ;-•-*— but, I 
truft-^it is the good: firft. As it ren- 
ders thip -Creator of the world more dear 
■ and.ycoerableto.me; and, fecomily, Be- 
jciiulc I will not fuppofe, that a work in- 
. te&ded to exalt his glory, (hoidd ftand in 
- want of apologies. 

Whatever is the proportion of mifcry 

in this world, it is certain, that it can be 

00 duty of religion to increafe the com- 

. plaint,— or to affeft the praife which 

Jthe Jefuits* college of Granado gave of 

their SancbeZj That though he lived 

where there was a very fweet garden, yet 

was never feen to touch a flower; and 

that he would rather die than eat fait or 

.pepper, or aught that might give a relifli 

•to his meat. 

. 1 pity the men whofc natural pleafures 
are burdens, and who fly from joy (as 
.liiefe fplenetic and morofe fouls do), as if 
jit was really an evil in iti'elf. 
j*:t. If there is an evil in this world, 'tisfor- 

vcm and heavincfs of heart. The lofs 

Tof'goods, of health,— —of coronets 

and mitres, are only evil, as they occafion 

VOL. VII. L 
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forrow i take that out the reft is 

fancy, and dwelleth only in the head of 
man. r - 

Poor unfortunate creature that he is ! 
as^if the caufes of angyifh in the he^ri: 

were not enow but he muft fill up the 

meafure with thofe of caprice ; and not 

only walk in a vain (hadow, but dif- 

quiet himfelf in vain too. 

We are a reftlefs fet of beings; and a» 
we are likely to continue fo to the end of 

the world, the beft we can do in it, is 

to .make the fame ufe of this part of alJ^ 
charadter, which wife men do of.othAr 

bad propenfities when they find they 

cannot conquer them, they endeavour, 

at lead, to divert them into good chan-, 
©els. 

If therefore we muft be a folicitou*. 
race of felf-tormentors, — let us drop the 
common objefts which make us fo, — and 
for God's fake be folicitous only to live 
well. 



i '-m- 1 
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the Parable of the Rich Mifl and 
Lazarus confidereci. ' 

LUKE XVI 31. 

A/id. he faid iinto him, If they hear not Mofi^s 9xA the 
. prophets, neither will they be perfuaded, though one 
Ihould rife from the dead. 

THESE words are- the conclufion of the 
parable of the rich man and Lazarus j 
the defign of which was to Ihew us the 
neceffitjr of conducing ourfelves, by fuch 
lights as God had been pleafed to give 
lis : the fenfe and nneaning of the patri- 
*?di's final determination in the text be- 
ing- this. That they who will not be per- 
fbtfded to anfwer the great purpofes of 
their being, upon fuch arguments as arc 
offered to them in Scripture, will never 
be perfuaded to it by any other means, 
how extraordinary foever; — If they hear 
not Mofes and the prophets^ neither will they 
L 1 
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be perfuaded^ though onejhould rife f if cm the 
dead 

Rife from tht dead ! To what pur- 

pofc ? What could fiich a meflenger pro- 
pofc OF urge^ which had not been prsJe 
pofed and urged already I the novelty, or 
furprife of fuch a vifit might awaken : the 
attention of a curious unthinking peopk, 
who fpent their time in nothing elfe^ but 
to hear and tell fome new thing; but ere 
the wonder was well over, fome new wop- 
der would ftart up in its room, and then 
the man might return to the dead (r^ax 
whence he came, and not a foul make 
one inquiry about him. 

This, 1 fear, would be the con- 

clufion of the affair. But to bring this 
matter ftill clofer to us, let us imagine,, if 
there is nothing unworthy in it,, that GoD, 
in compliance with a curious, world, 

or from a better motive, in compaf* 

fion to a finful one, fliould vouchfafc ta 
fend one from the dead, to call home our 
confcience and make us .better Chriftians, 
better citizens, better men, and better fer- 
vants to God than what we are. 
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Now bear with me, I befcech you, in 
framing fuch an addrefs, as I imagine, 
'iVOiiM be moft likely to gain our atten- 
tioa, and conciliate the heart to what he 
fcad to fay : tiie great channel to it is In- 
%reft, and there he would fctouc. 

He might tell us (after the moft indif- 
putable credentials of whom he ferved), 
That he was come a melTcngcr from the 
great God of Heaven, with reiterated 
propofalsj whereby much was to be grant- 
ed us on his fide,— —and fomething to 
be parted with on ours: but that, not to 

alarm us, 'twas neither houfes, nor 

land, norpofleffions; — 'twas neither wives, 
or children, or brethren, or fifters, which 

we had to forfake^ no one rational 

pleafurc to be given up ; no natural 

cndfearment to be torn from 

In a word, he would tell us, We 

had nothing to part with but what was 

hot for our intcrcfts to keep and that 

Was our Vices j which brought death and 
mjfcry to our doors. 

'He would goon, and prove it by a 
thoufand arguments, that to be teniprratc 
and cbaftc, and juft and peaceable, and 
L 3 
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charitable and kind to one another^— 
was only doing that for CrtRrsT's fakcj 
which was moft for our own 5 and that 
were we in a capacity of capitulating with 
God upon what terms we would fubmk 

to his government, he would convince 

us, 'twould be impoflible for the wit of 
man to frame any propofals more for our 
prefent interefts, than to lead an uncorrupud 

life to do the tbivg which is lawful hnd 

rights and lay fuch reftraints upon oiH* 
appetites as are for the honour of human 
nature, and the refinement of human hap- 
pinefs. 

When this point was made out, and 
the alarms from intereft got over,'— — 
the fpeftre might addrefs himfelf to the 

other paffions In doing this, he could 

but give us the moft engaging ideas of 

the perfcftions of God, or could he 

do more, than imprefs the moft awful 

ones, of his majcfty and power: he 

might remind us, that we are creatures 
but of a day, haftening to the place from 
whence we ftiall not return s that du- 
ring our ftay, we ftood accountable to 
this Being, who, though rich in mercies, 



— — y«t^ -was -terrifel^ it\\ his-, judgipems j, 
r'i^4***that he took nfeticefof.^l wMdtionsf 
i'^d^-that he wasf' about ouF parfis,-aad 
about our bedfi» and fpicd put ail Quc 
ways 3 ^nd was fo pure in hiis natj^jfe, that 
hcrwould punilh even the wicked imagi-% 
nations of the heart, and had appointed a. 
4ay, wherein he would enter into this in* 

v^try. 

'. -.Heniight add 



But what ? with all the eloquence of 

an inlpired tongue. What could he add 
or fay to us, which has not been faid be- 
fore ? The experiment has been tried a 
thoufand times upon the hopes and fears, 
the reafons and pafllons of men, by all 
the powers of nature— ~the applications 
of which have been fo great, and the va- 
riety of addreffes fo unanfwerable, that 
there is not a greater paradox in the world, 
than that fo good a religion (hould be no 
better recommended by its profeffors* 

•The faft is, mankind arc not always in 
a humour ta be convinced, — and fo long 
as the pre-engagement with our paffion& 
fobfiftsy it is not argumcntaion which .c^n 
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do the . bufincfs ; — we .imay :anui& ott* - 
felves with the. ceremony of fikc operation^- ■ 
but we reafon not with the properfaculty,.'^ 
when we fee every thiog in the ihape^aiid 
colouring, in which the treachery of the- '■ 
fenfcs paints it : and indeed, were we only - 
to look into the world, and obferve haf "• 
inclinable men are to defend evil, as well • 

as to commit it, one would think, *at 

firft fight, they believed, that all dif-». - 
courfes of religion and virtue were mere: 
matters of fpeculation, for men to entef'^ '■•> 
tain fome idle hours with ; and conclude • 
very naturally, that we feemed to be 
agreed in no one thing, but fpeaking wcU, . 
—and afting ill. But the trueft com- 
ment is in the text, — If tbey hear not . 
Mofes and the prophets, &c. . . 

If they are not brought over to the in^ 
terefts of religion upon fuch difcovcries.. 

as God has made or has enabled them 

to make, they will ftand out againft all 

evidence; in vain fhall one rife for 

their convidion J ^was the earth togive 

up her dead — 'twould be the fame ; ■ .> . 
every mao would return again to his . 
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cour^ and the/ faime bad paffions would 
prodAice the ftme bad a&ions to ihe end 
gf .the ira>rld. 

This is the principal Icflbn of the pa- 
rable i but I muft enlarge upon the whole 
ofvitr^r-^becaufe it has fooie other ufeful 
leSbtm, and they wilL bed prefent them- 
fclves to us as we go along. 

In this parable> which is one of the 
moil remarkable in the Gofpel, our Sa** 
viouR rcprefents a fcene, in which, by a 
kind of contraft, two of the moft oppofite 
conditions that could be brought together 
from human life, are pafs'd before our 
^nniaginations. 

The one, a man exalted above the level 
of mankind, to the highell pinnacle of 

^profperity, to riches to happinefs 

——I fay, bappinefSy in compli- 
ance with the world, and on a fuppo- 
fition, that the pofTeflfion of riches mud 
make us happy, when the very purfuit of 
thooi fo warms our imagination, that we 
ftakci both body and foul upon the event, 
as if they were things not to bepurchafed 
H too dear « rate* They are the wages 
of wifdom,— — as well as of folly. 
Whatever was the cafe here, is beyond 
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the purport of the parable-^— *thc.Scri^ 
ture is filent, and fo' fliouid wc ; it marks 
only his outward condition, by the com-^ 
mon appendages of it, in the two great 
articles of Vanity and Appetite-:*— to 
gratify the one, he was clothed in purple 
and fine linen : to fatisfy the other, — ^ 

fared fumptuoufly every day; and 

upon every thing too we'll fuppofe^ 

that climates could furnilh that lux- 
ury could invent, or the hand of fcience 
could torture. 

Clofe by his gates is reprefented an ob- 
jeft whom Providence might feem to 
have placed there, to cure the pride of 
man, and fhew him to what wretched* 
nefs his condition might be brought: a 
creature in all the fhipwrcck of nature, . 

hclplefs, undone, in want of 

friendS; in want of health, and in 

■want of every thing with them which his 
diftreffes called for. 

In this ftate he is defcribed as defiring 
to be fed with the crumbs which fell from 
the rich man's table; and though the cafe 
is not exprefsly put, that he was refufed; 
yet as the contrary is not affirmed in the 
hiftorical part of the parable, or 
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pleaded After by the other, that he flxewed 
mercy to the nfiifcrablc, we may conclude 

his fequeft was unfuccefsful like too 

many others in the world, either fo high 
lifted up in it, thatthey cannot look down 
diftinftly enough upon the fufferings of 

their fellow-creatures, or by long fur- 

feiting in a continual courfe of banqueting 
and good cheer, they forget there is fuch a 
diftemper as hunger, in the catalogue of 
human infirmities. 

Overcharged with this, and perhaps a 
thoufand unpitied wants in a pilgrimage 
through an inhofpitable world, the poor 
man finks filently under his burden. — 
But, good God ! whence is this ? Why 
doft thou fufFer thefe hardihips in a world 
which thou haft made ? Is it for thy ho- 
nour^ that one man (hould eat the bread 
of fulnefs, and fo many of his own ftock 
and lineage eat the bread of forrow ? 
That this man fhould go clad in purple, 
and .have all his paths ftrewed with rofe- 
buds of delight, whilft fo many mourn- 
foi pafTengers go heavily along, and pafs 
bjr liis gajtes, hanging down their heads? 
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Is it for thy glory, O God ! that fo -large 
a fhade of mifery fhould be fpread acfofi 

thy works: or. Is it that wc fee but 

a part of them ? When the great chain 
at length is let down, and all that has 
held the two worlds in harmony is fccn 5 
* when the dawn of that day approach- 
es, in which all the diftrefsful incidents 
cf this Drama (hall be unraveled ;—— 
when every man's cafe fhall be re-con- 
fidered, —then wilt thou be fully juftificd 
in all thy ways, and every mouth ihall be 
Hopped. 

After a long day of mercy mifpent m 
riot and uncharitablenefs, the rich man 

died alfo : the parable adds, — and was 

buried ; Buried no doubt in triumph, 

with all the ill-timed pride of funerals, 
and empty decorations, which worldly 
folly is apt to proftitute upon thofe oc- 
cafions. 

But this was the lafl: vain fhow i the 
utter conclufion of all his epicurean gran- 
deur ^ the next is a fcene of horror, 

where he is reprefented by our SAVioixR, 
in a ftate of the utmoft mifery, from 
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Tvlienco he is fujppofed to lift up his eyes 
towards , heaven, and cry to the patriarch 
Abraham for mercy. 

And Abraham faid^ Son^ remember that 
thou in thy lifetime receivedft thy good 
things. 

That he had received his good 

things,—- 'twas from heaven, and 

coiild be no reproach : with what fcvcrity 
focvcr the Scripture fpeaks again ft riches> 
it does not appear, that the living or 
faring fumptuoufly every day, was the 
crime objefted to the rich man ; or that 
it is a real part of a vicious charafter : 
the cafe might be then, as now : his qua- 
lity and ftation in the world might be 
fuppofed to be fuch, as not only to have 
juftified his doing this, but, in general, 
to have required it without any imputa- 
tion of doing wrong > for differences of 
ftations there muft be in the world, which 
priuft be fupported by fuch marks of dif- 
tin£tion as cuftom impofes. The exceed- 
ing great plenty and magnificence, in 
w^iifrh Solomon is defcribed to have lived> 
lybp.had ten fat oxen, and twenty oxen 
out of the paftures, and a hundred Iheep, 
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befides harts and roebticksy and MlxaW 
deer and fatted fowl, "with thirty incar 
furcs of fine flour, and three- fcore nu^^. 
fures of meal, for the dafly provifion of 

his table; all this is not laid to bhu 

as a fin, but rather remarked as an in* 

ftance of God's bleflTing to him; ^and 

whenever thefe things are otherwife, '«& 
from a wafteful and difhoneft perverfioii 
of them. to pernicious ends, — and oft- 
times, to the very oppofite ones for which 

they were granted, to glad the heart, 

to open it, and render it more kind. 

And this feems to have been the fnare 
the rich man had fallen into-*and pof* 
fibly, had he fared lefsfumptuoufly,— — *^ 
he might have had more cool hours for rc- 
fledion, and been better difpofed to haw 
conceived an idea of want, and to have ■ 
felt companion for it. 

And Abraham faid^ Son, rememier that; 
thou in thy lifetime receivedft thy good 
things^ and likewife Lazarus evil things^ • 

Remember ! fad fubjeftof recoUcc- ' 

tion ! that a man has pafled through this- 
world with all the bleflings and adviatt- 
tagcs of it, on his fide, favoured hf- 
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Gob Jilmighty with riches befriended 

by -his^ fcllow-creatures in the means of 
acquiring^ diem, — ?-affifl:ed every hour 
by. the ibciety of which he is a member, 
in the enjoyment of them-r-to remember, 

how much he has received, how little. 

he has bellowed, that he has been no 

nian*s friend, — no one's protestor, — r— 
noone's benefactor, bleffed God 1-*—^ 

Thus begging in vain for himfelf, he 
is . rcprefented at laft as interceding for 
hjs^. brethren, that Lazarus might be fent 
to .them to give them w arning, and fave 
th^m from the ruin which he had fallen 

iutQ^ ^hey have Mofes and the prophets^ 

was the anfwer of the patriarch, lei 

them bear them ; but the unhappy man is 
rcprefented, as difcontented with it i and 
fliU perfifting in his requeft, and urging, . 
— jViay, father /Ibraham^ but if one wenl 
fr^ the deadj they would repent. 

;— He thought fo but Abraham 

knew otherwife : And the grounds of 

the determination, I have explained al- 
ready, fo Ihall proceed to draw fome 

otl^r conclufions and leflbns fro^ the 
p^^able. 
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And firft, our SAViotJit might ftirthcf 
intend to difcovcr to us by it, the dangdt 
to which great riches naturaHy^ expofe 
mankind, agreeably t6 what i% eifewhere 
declared, how hardly (hall they wlia have 
them, cnterintothekingdoiTi of H«¥cn. 

The truth is, they are often too dan* 
gerous a bleffing for God to truft us 
with, or we to manage: they iurraund 
us at all times with eafe, with nonfcnfe, 
with flattery, and falfe friends, with which 
thoufands and ten thoufands have pcrifh- 
ed:— — they are apt to multiply our 
faults, and treacheroufly to conceal than 

from US; they hourly adminifter to 

our temptations;^ and neither allow 

us time to examine our faults, or hiuni- 
lity to repent of them : — nay, what is 
ftrange, do they not often tempt men 
even to covetoufnefs ? and though amidft 
all the ill offices which riches do us, one 
would laft fufpeft this vice, but ratjier 
think the one a cure for the other j yet 
fo it is, that many a man contra&s his 
fpirits upon the enlargement of his. for- 
tune, and is the more empty for being 
full. 



fiu£tbtre U left n^d to pretLch againft 
thi^i.jre fcem all to be hadenlng to ihc 
opfWifitO' extreme ^ luxury and expence: 
we igcacraUy content ourrelve$ with the 
iblutksak of it; and fay, 'Tis a natural 
6oo(eqtxeace of trade and riches — audi 
cheteitends. 

By the way, I affirm, there is a miftake 
m che account; and that it is not riches 
which arc the caufe of luxury,~but thi^ 
corrupt calculation of the worlds in ma-^ 
king riches the balance for honour, for 
▼irtucj and for every thing that is great 
tad goody which goads ib many thou^ 
fiuKb on with an affe&ation of poffefling 
worn than they have, **t.^ and confc- 
^ueody of engaging in a fyftem of ex* 
penen they cannot fupport. 
« la omword, 'tis the necefllty of appear- 
kg to he fomebody, in order to be (b — 
wkkh ruins the world. 

This leads us to another leflbn in the 
parable, concerning the true ufe and ap- 
plication of riches ; we may be fure from 
riie treatment of the rich man, that ho 
did" not enoploy thofe talents as God ia^ 
tended. 

vol.. vxi. M 
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How God did intend them,— may as 
veil be known from an appeal to your 
own' hearts^ and the inicription you fhalL 

read there, ^as from any chapter and 

verfe I might cite upon the fubjcft. Let 
us then for a moment, my dear audi- 
tors ! turn our eyes that way, and con- 
fider the traces which even the moll in- 
fenfible man may have proof ofi from 
what he may perceive fpringing up within 
him from fome cafual aft of generoiity; 
and though this is a pleafure which pro- 
pcrly belongs to the good, yet let him 

try the experiment > let him comfort 

the captive, or cover the naked with a 
garment^ and he will feel what is meao^ 
by that moral delight arifing in the mind 
from the confcience of a humane aftion. 

But to know it right, wc muft call 
upon the companionate j— — Cruelty givci 
evidence unwillingly, and feels the plea- 
fure but imperfeftly ; for this, like all 
other pleafures, is of a relative nature, 
and confequently the enjoyment of it, 
requires fomt> qualification in the faculty, 
as mqch as the enjoyment of any other 
good does:— there muft be fomcthing 
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antccedajt'in the'dilpofition and temper 
ivhich'^ill rehder that good, — —a good 
to that individual 5 otherwife^ though 'tis 

true it may be pofleflcd, yet it never 

can be enjoyed* 

Confider how difficult you will find it 
to convince a miferly heart, that any thing 
is good^ which is not profitable ? or a li- 
bertine one, that any thing is bad, which 
is pleafant ? 

Preach to a voluptuary, who has mo- 
deU;d both mind and body to no other 
happinefs but good eating and drinking, 
^— r bid him tajieandjee how good God is ; 
■ J ■ there is not an invitation in all nature 
would confound him like it. 

In 4 word, a man's mind mud be like 
your propofition, before it can be relifh* 
cdi and 'tis the refemblance between 
them, which brings over his judgment, 
and makes him an evidence on your 
fide., 

*Tis therefore not to the cruel, 'tis 

to-the merciful -, to thofe who rejoice 

with thofe that rejoice, and weep with 

th?m that weep, that we make this 

>M 2 
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appeal : 'tis to the genexous^ thcfcincF^ 

the humane^ that I am- now to tell tht 
fad ' ftory of the fathcrlefs, and of him 
who hath no helper^ and beJpeak your 
almfgiving in behalf of thofc, who know 
aox how to alk for it thcmfclvcs. 

What can I fay n>ore ? it a a 

Ribjtft on which I cannot inform yppf 
judgment^.— — and in fuch an audience, 
I would not prefume to pradtifc Upon yout 
paiTions ; let it fufiice to fay> that chey 
whom God hath bleflS^d with the means, 

and for whom he has done more, in 

blcfTing them likewifc with a difpofuioni 
have abundant reafon to be thankful to 
him, as the author of every good gift^ 
for the meafure he hath bcftowed to them 
of both : 'tis the refuge againft the ftormy 
wind and tempeft, which he has planted 
in our hearts j and the conllant flu£toa- 
tion of every thing in this world, forces 
all the Tons and daughters of Adam to 
feek flielter under it by turns. Guard it 
by entails and fettlements as we will, the 
moft affluent plenty may be ftripp'd^ and 

• Charity Sermon at St. Andrew's, Holborji.. 
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find all its worldly comforts like £0 many 
nvithered l^VJes- diropf)mg from us; — tbc 
crowiflfs of pmic€s may be Jfhakcn ; and 
the gi^fttcft thajC' €?er awed .the world, 
iiftV^ itftoM^ *bskok afld moralized upon the 
turn o/j^e tvfeieh 

TJiat whfeh -h^^ happened to one, 

mnay happen to e>ery man: arid there- 
fore ifhat excelleDt rule of our SaviouRii 
iii iftfits of Ibeoerolence, as well as e^very 

tiring «1^ ihwUd. govern us 1-1 Thaf 

xobatjbiter ye would tix^t men Jhmld do Pm 

fiafl: tbom ever iaid upon the bed of 
^a^giiifhing^ ^r >labov^irt!ti under adiilem- 
jpef »^>fek:h threatened thy life? Call to 
^ilKikidi ' thy -forrowful and penfive fpirit at 
that time, and fay, Wiat it was that 
rh£k!e the thoughts of death fo bitter: 

— ^if.tbou haft chiidren, 1 affirm it, 

^thc bitternefs of death lay tliere ! if 

.unbrought up, and unprovided for. What 
-will become lof them ? Where will they 
4irid a friend when I am gone, who will 
Aand up for them, and plead xheir caufc 
^ainft the wicked ? 

M 3 
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Blefled God ! to thee, who art a 

•father to the fajthcrkf?, ^^^ hufband to 
the widow,— rl intrqft them, . 

Haft thou ever fuftajncd jwiy cobficjf r- 
able fhpck in thy fortync ^ or, Has (he 
fcantincfs of thy condition hurried thee 
into great ftraits, and brought thee al- 
moft to diftraftion ? Confider what was 
It that fpread a table in that wildernels 

of thought, who made thy cup to 

overflow ? Was it not a friend of confb- 

lation who ftepped in, faw thee em- 

barrafled with tender pledges of thy love, 

and the partner of thy cares, took 

them under his proteftion ? Heaven! 

thou wilt reward him for it!— —and freed 
thee from all the terrifying apprehcnfions 
of a parent's love, 

Haft thou 

But how fhall I afk a qucftion 

which muft bring tears into fo many eyes? 
— Haft thou ever been wounded in a 
more afFefting manner ftill, by the lofs 
of a moft obliging friend, — or been torn 
away from the embraces of a dear and 
promifing child by the ftroke of death ? 



ditions and lo^s bi^life:^^-— A cMMthriitt 

o^^ "faimtnt, befieft of inftruftioii', and 
j^|ie me^^^ of its ftiVation, is a fiibjeft of 
more tender heart-aches, and will a\^akien 

^very' power of nature: as we liavc 

felt for purfclves, — let us feelforCfiRiST's 
lake— let us feel for theirs ; and m^y the 

Coi) of air comfort blefs you. Amen. 

- rnv- v: " - .. • 

.'?vcf '• • 

' f:*:?'''.':'; - r* " '. 
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S E a M Q N XXIV. 
Pride. 

LVKE Xir. lOj II. 

But tboQ) when thou art bidden, go and fit down in the 
loweft rootn, ^hstt when he that 'bad-lhee corocth, he 
ttHQr iky toUbtfQ, (Friend, go up higher.; then ihalt thou 
have worih'p in she ju-eience of them who (it at meat 
with thee: for whofoever exalteth himfelf, fhall be 
-^bafedj *and -fae that humblcth 'himfelf flmll be wt- 



1 



T is an exhortation of our &AVi©ujt's 
to iHunFiilitjy:^ addrefied by way of in- 
icj:ence fr^m what he shad iaiddn the three 
foregoing tverfes of the chapter -, where, 
upon -entering 'into the ixoufe of one of 
the chief I^harifees to eat bread, and 
nrnrklj^ how fmall a portion of this ne- 
cdTaijy virtue entered in with the feveral 
guefts, difcovering itfelf froni their choo- 
fii)g4he chief rooms, and moftdiftinguifh- 
ed 5>laees of honour y — he takes the oc- 
oafioa whichiuch .a behaviour ofieredj to 
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caution them againft Pride i — dates the 
inconvenience of the paflion j— — (hews 
the difappointments which attend iti— — 
the difgrace in which it generally ends ; 
in being forced at laft to recede from the 
pretenfions to what is more than our duc; 
which, by the way, is the very thing the 
paflTion is eternally prompting us to ex- 
pect. When, therefore, thou art bid'- 
den to a wedding, fays our Saviour, fit 
not down in the higheft room, left a more 
honourable man than thou be bidden of 
himi and he that bad thee and him> come 

and fay to thee, Give tliis man place: 

and thou begin with Ihame to take the 
loweft room. 

But thou, when thou art bidden, 

go and fit down in the loweft room:— 

hard lefture! In the loweft room? 

—What, — do I owe nothing to myfelf ? 
Muft I forget my ftation, my charafter 
in life ? Refign the precedence which my 
birth, my fortune, my talents, have al- 
ready placed me in pofTeflion of j give 

all up ! and fuffer inferiors to take my 
honour? Yes; for that, fays our Sa- 
viour, is the road to it : For when h that 
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. had tbei.cometky i^ will fay to tbee^ Friend^ 
go up higieri then Jbalt thou have w^r/hip 
in the prtfenee of them who Jit at meat with 
thee Crr-^cr whofpever exalt etb himfelf fhall 
ieahafedi andhe that humbletbhitnf elf Jball 
be exalted. 

To make good the truth of which de- 
claration, it is not neceffary we Ihould 

^ look beyond this life, and fay. That in 
that day of retribution, wherein every 
high thing fhaH be brought low, and 
every irregular paflion dealt with as it de« 

fervess that Pride, amongft the reft 

(confidered as a vicious character), fhall 
meet with its proper puniftinient of being 
abafed, and lying down for ever in Ihame 

and difhonour, It is not neceffary we 

Ihould look fo far forwards for the ac- 
complifhment of this: the words feem 
not fo nnuch jo iniply the threat of a dif- 
tant punilhment, the execution of which 

was to be refpited to that day j as the 

declaration of a plain truth depending 
upon the natural courfe of things, and 
evidently verified in every hour's <:omT 
merce of the world j from whence, aa 
mti\ a3 frpm . our reafoning upon the 
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pointy it is found. That Pride lays us open 
CO To many mortifying encounters, which 
Humility in its own nature refts lecure 

from, that verily, each of them, in 

this world, have their reward faithfully 
dealt out by the natural workings o^ 
men's paflionsj which, though very bad 
trxccutioncrs in general, yet arc fo far 
juft ones in this, that they ieldom fuffer 
the exultations of an infolent temper to 
<rfcape the abafement, or the deportment 
of a humble one to fail of the honour^ 
which each of their charafters do deferve. 
In other vicious excefles which a mati 
commits, the world (though it is not much 
to its credit) I'eems to ftand pretty neu- 
ter : if you arc extravagant or intempe- 
rate, you are looked upon as the greateft 

jcnciny to yourfelf, or if an enemy to 

the public, at Icaft, you are fo remote a 
one to each individual, that no one feels 
himlelf immediately concerned in your 
punilhmcnt : but in the inftances of 
i^ride, the attack is perfonal : for as this 
paflion can only take its rife from a fecret 
.coinparilbn, which the party has been 
oiiUs;;ng of himlelf to my difad vantage. 
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crcry intimation he gives me of what hfc 
thinhyj of the matter^ is fo far ± difcft i/i- 
j.ury;,. either as it withholds the re^cft 
whi(:h is my due,--— or perhaps dienies 
'ftit to have any; or elfe> which' preflcs 
equally hatd> as it puts rrle iij mind of 
the ^cft&s which I really have,- Jtnitcjf 
y^hich I am truly confcious, acid iioqfe- 
qucntly think myfelf the lels deferving of 
an admonition : in every one of whipft 
cafes^ the proud man^ in whatever lan- 
guage he fpeaks it, if it is exprelfivfc 

of this fuperiority over me, either in the 
^ifts of fortune, the advantages of birth 
or improvements, as it has proceeded 
froiTi a mean eftimation, and poflibly a 
!fcry unfair one, of the like pretcnfions 

iR myfelf, the attack, 1 fay, is per- 

fonal > and has generally the fate to be 
iclc and refented as fuch» 

So that with regard to the prefent in- 
conveniencies, there is fcarce any v!ce> 
bating fuch as are immediately punifhed 
lay laws, which a man may not indulge 
with more fafety to himfelf, than this one 

ef Pride; the humbled of men, not 

bJslngia entirely void of the paflion them- 
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fclvcs, biit that they fuffer fo much from 
the overflowings of it in others, as td 
make the literal accomplilhnient of the 
text a common intereft and concern : in 
which they are generally fuccefsfiil, — ^^the 
nature of the vice being fuch, as not only 
to tempt you to it, but to afford the oc- 
cafions icfelf of its own humiliation. 

The proud man, fee ! he is ford. 

all over j touch him you put him to 

pain : and though of all others^ he vl&b 
as if every mortal was void of all fenfc 
and feeling, yet is poffeffed with fo nice 
and exquifite a one himfelf, that the 
flights, the little neglefts and inftances of 
difefteem, which would be fcarce felt by 
another man, are perpetually wounding 
him, and oft-times piercing him to his 
very heart* 

I would not therefore be a proud mih, 
was it only fof this, that it fliould not be 
in the power of every one who thou^t 

fit — to chafliifemei my other infimii- 

ties, however unworthy of mc, at leafl: 

will not incommode me 2 fo little dif- 

countenance do I fee given to them, that 
it is not the world's fault, if I fuffer by 



them :-— rbut her^p-" i£l exalt myfclf, 

I hayp no prc^edt of efcapingj— -^with 
this, viqe 1 ftwd iwol^. up io every body's 
way, and muft. unavoidably be riimft 
back : whichever way I turn, whatever 
flep I take under the.diredion.of thi$ 
paflSon, I prcfs unkindly upon foiiie^-one,, 
and in. return, muft prqpare myfqlf.for 
fuch mortifying repulfes, as will bring 
nie down, and nmake me go on my . way. 
forrowing. 

This is from the nature of things, and 
the experience of life as far back as So-: 
lomon, whofe obfervation upon it was the* 
fame,-r— -and it will ever hold good, that. 
before honour was humility j and a haughty 

fpirit before a fall. Put not iberefori^ 

thjf elf forth in the prefence of the king^ anJL 
fiand not in the place of great men :—^for. 

better is it (which by the way is the 

very difluafxve in the text) beUer is it^ 

tjbat it be faid unto thee^ Friend^ come up^ 
higher:^ than that thou fhouUeft be put lower ^ 
in the prefence of the prince whom thine eyes^ 
bavefeen. .^ 

Thus much for the illuftration of ,4;his 
one argument of our Saviour's, figj^igjBjj 



Pride : — -^therr are mutff orii^«49i|fidetv* 
stions which expefe the ^M«kiidk of^it^ 
which hb knowlec^^dMPhMitttf>fmit 
might hsve fii^eAed ; bur ai theparti-^' 
cular occafioR wlHch gave rift to ifn^kcM^ 
turr of our SAvrotrit's agatnft Prick *ak 
turaH^r led him to (pcdc of the mbrttfi^ 
cations which attend ftich inftances'bf h*> 

as he then beheld : for this resllbn thi6 

other arguments might be omitted^ whieh' 
perhaps in a fcrt difcourfe would bedbing^ 
injuftice to the fubjecb. I fliaU therefore^ 
in the remaining part of this^ beg' leaVtr 
to oflFer fome other confiderations df ii- 
moral as well as a religious nature upon- 
this fubjfft, as fo many inducements tO 
check this weak paflion in man ; which, 
though one of the moft convenient of his 
infirmities, — the moft painful and dis- 
courteous to fociety, yet, by a fad ftta- 
lity, fo it is, that there are few vices, ex- 
cept fuch whofe temptations are imme- 
diately feared in our natures, to which 
there is fo general a propenfity through- 
out the whole race. 

" This had led fome fatirical pens to 
"rtritr, Thar all mankind at the bottom 



were: proud alik^i'^rr^ihat one man dif-» 
fered from axtgthejr^i not to much in the 
difitrent portions- which he poflfeiTed of it^ 
as in the different art «nd addrefs by which 
he excels in the management and difguife 
of it to che world : we trample, no doubt^ 
too often, upon the pride of Plato's man- 
tle, with as great a pride of our own ; yet 
on the whole the remark has more Iplecn 
than truth in it; there being thoufands 
(if "any evidence is to be allowed), of die 
mod unafFedbed humility, and trueft po« 
verty of fpirit, which adtions can give 
proof of. Notwithilanding this, fo 
much may be allowed to the obfervation^ 
That Pride is a vice which grows up in 

focicty fo infenfibly J fteals in unob- 

fcrved upon the heart upon fo many oc- 
cafionss— -forms itfclf upon fuch (Irange 
pretentions^ and when it has done, veils 
itfelf under fuch a variety of unfufpcftcd 
appearances, — fometimes even under diat 
of Humility itfclfi— in all which cafes. 
Self-love, like a falfe friend, inftead of 
checking, mod trcacheroufly feeds thii 

humour, points out fome excellence 

in every foul to make Iiim vain, and thinly 

VOL. VII. N 
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more highly of himfclf, than heoughcta 

think; that, upon the whole, there. is 

no one weaknefs into which the heart of 

man is more eafily betray'd or whidi 

requires greater helps of good fenfc and 
good principles to guard againft. 

And firft, the root from which it fprings, 
is no inconfiderable difcredit to the fruit. 

If you look into the beft moral writers, 
who have taken pains to fearch into the 

grounds of this paffion, they will tell 

you, that Pride is the vice of little and 
contracted fouls ; — that whatever afTei^a^ 
tion of greatncfs it generally wears and 
carries in the looks, there is always mean- 

nefs in the heart of it : a haughty and 

an abjeft temper, I believe, arc much 
nearer a-kin than they will acknowledge j 

like poor relations, they look a little 

fhy at one another at firft fight, but trace 
back their pedigree, they are but colla- 
teral branches from the fame ftem ; and 
there is fcarce any one who has not fecn 
many Inch inftances of it, as one of our 
poets alludes to, in that admirable ftroke 
he has given of this affinity, in* his dc- 
icription of a Pride which lich the dufi* • 
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As It' his mannefs at the bottom of it, 
-^fd it! is'jtrftly' charged with having 'ze;^^y&- 
nefsihtrt t6o, of which it gives the ftrong- 
cft'jilrbof, in regard to the chief end it has 
irt viiftw, ahd the abfurd nieans it t^kes to 
bring it about. 

Gtinfidcr a moment, What is it the 

proud man aims at?r— Why, — fuch a 
meaftire of refpeft and deference, as is 
due to his fuperior merit, &c. &c. 

N6w, good fenfe and a knowledge of 
the world fhcw us, that how much fo- 
ever of thefe are due to a man, allowing 

hC' has made a right calculation, 

tirey are ftill dues of fuch a nature, that 
they are not to be infifted upon: Ho- 
nour and Refpeft muft be a Free will of- 
fering: treat them otherwife, and claim 

thtti^ from the world as a tax, they 

arc fure to be withheld; the firft dif- 
cOvery of fuch an expeftation difappoints 
it^ and prejudices your title to it for 
ever. 

To this fpeculative argument of its 
weaknefs, it has generally the ill fate to 
add another of a more fubftantial nature, 
which is matter of fact; that to turn giddy 

N 2 
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upon every little exaltacioa, is^ expiAf 
enced to be no lefs amark.ofaf9f4)6ivmi 
inthe figurative^ than it i^ in the titfcral 
fcnfe of the expreflion-^-r-in ibber trutli^ 
'tis but a fcurvy kind of a trick (fKo/far 
volni^ Fortuna jocari) — wheu Forcuno^ftQ 
one of her merry moodst takes a poor 
devil with this paffion in his head, ^and 
mounts Jiim up all at once as high asvifai^ 

can get him for it is furc to xa^im 

him play fuch phantaftic tricks^ aftstQ 
become the very fool of the comedjFil 
and was he not a general benefaAocitD 
the world in making it merry, I know 
not how Spleen could be pacified during 
the reprefentation. ,.,.i\ 

A third argument againft Pride is the 
natural connexion it has with vices of an 
unfocial afpeA : the Scripture feldonci^^r 
troduces it alone— —Anger, or Strife, toc 
Revenge, or fome inimical paflioi^ % 
ever upon the ftage with it ; the prooft 
and reafons of which I have not time; to 
enlarge on, and therefore fliall fay no 
more upon this argument than this^ M ^■ i^ 

that was there no other, yet the bud 

company this vice is generally founds iD> 
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wottld.be fufficiont by icfelf ta engage a 

• *Thut^ much for the moral confidcr- 
aticfiis upon this fubjed ; a great part of 
which, as they illuftrate chiefly the in- 
oonveniencies of Pride in a focial Ught^ 
may fecm to have a greater tendency to 
make men guard the ap}>earances of it> 
tj^ conquer the paflTion itfelf, and root 
k out of their nature: to do this efFec* 
tUaUy, we muft add the arguments of re- 
liglon, without which, the befl moral 
dlfdourfe may prove little better than a 
<H>ld political ledlure, taught merely to 
govern the pafiion fo, as not to be inju- 
rious to a man's prefent intereft or quiet ; 
sdl' which a man may learn to pradife 
iit^lt enough, and yet at the fame time be 
a/perfed: ftranger to the belt part of hu- 
mility, which implies not a concealment 
of Pride, but an abfolute conqueft over 
dnefirft rifings of it which are felt in the 
bcavt of man. 

ox- And, firft, dhe of the moft perfuafive 
argtKnents which religion offers to this 
Md, fi that which rifes from the ftate and 
CtmSition of ourfelves, both as to our 
N 3 
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natural and moral imperfe^Upns. It is 
impoflible to refledl a moment vip<M this 
hint) but with a heart full of the hunrtll>ie 
exclamation, God! what is man Ir^^^rr* 
even a thing of nought^— 2i poor, iDiirtTi> 
miferable, Ihort-lived creature, thup^iS^^ 
away like a fhadow, and is hafteniag off 
the ftage where the theatrical titles and 
diftin£fcions, and the whole ma(k of Pride 
which he has worn for a day will fall offf 
and leave him naked as a ncglc6ted flave. 
Send forth your imagination, I befcechi 
you, to view the laft fcene of the grqatcft 
and proudcft who ever awed and govern^ 
the world— fee the empty vapour difap- 
pearing ! one of the arrows of mortality 
this moment fticks faft within him ; fee 
■^it forces out his life, and freezes hi* 
blood and fpirits. 

Approach his bed of ftate— — life 

up the curtain regard a moment with 

filence 

are thefe cold hands a.nd pale lips, 

all that is left of him who was canoni^'d 
by his own pride, or made a god of, by 
his flatterers ? 
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been bcwnzitf-i r xii* 1:^:11:.:.. :.^: .;• 

grafpcdarf 

If this ri£i-ir:^ iruz" i:.* r.ir. -^ :~-- 
perfeccioa «' ii^iz^ vi..:^ :jt r^Lr.rc n- 
medf, decs ZjSTtnztt'^tk ~.u.t l •ijl.vo 
upon bu:nJLri Fnit, ~uii zs^zct -r/^z i..? 
Gonlideraricns re :':, wiizi: ir:/r rrjr.- Ln.i' 
wilful dcprava:;oi.i of iiis r-ir^-rf , 

Survey yo^n'civcs, rr.y i^t^ C..::ni.::;5, 
a few fnooierits in thii -.rh: — aehjjc 1 
diibbedient, ucgracefi:], ;-:raciabic, and 
diibrderly fee of creatures, going wrong 

feven times in adav, Bering ibmctinics 

every hour of it againii your own con- 
virions — your own interefts, and the in- 
tentions of your God, who wills and pro- 
pofes nothing but your happinefs and 

prolpericy what reafon docs this view 

furnilh you for Pride ? how many does it 
fuggeftto mortify and make you afiiamed? 
•— •»— well might the fon of Syrach fay in 
chat farcaftical remark of his upon ir, 
Tbat Pride was not made for man 
for fome purpofes, and for fome parti- 
cular beings, the paflion might have bee 
N 4 
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Ihapcd but not for. him — -fency -it- 

where you will, 'tis.no/^hcreiQ improf>eY:> 
— 'tis in no creature fo uabecoming-ri[ :o 

—But why fo cold an aflent tp^rinn 

contcftcd a cmth ? ^Perhaps thou^hait^ 

reafonstp be proud: — .-for heaven's (aJkej. 

let, us hear them Thou haft thcj adw- 

vantages of birth and title to boaftoQ^i 
-.-: — or thou ftandeft in th^ funfhinfeqf; 

court favour or thou haft a large /orv'. 

tune or great talents or mujcjh- 

learning or nature has beftowcd kfr 

graces upon thy perfon-— — fpeak~op[ 
which of thefe foundations haft thou raifed ; 
this fanciful ftrufture? — —Let us exa-* 
mine them. 

Thou art well born : then truft me,. 

'twill pollute no one drop of thy blood to 
be humble : humility calls no man down : 

from his rank, divefts not princes of 

their titles ; it is in life what the clear ob^ 
fcure is in painting; it makes the hero 
ftep forth in the canvas, and detaches his 
figure from the group in which he would., 
otherwife ftand confounded for ever. 

If thou art rich then (hew the great-r.t 

pefs pf thy fgrtune- — -or wh^t is better^;. 



the g?e«lncfrof tliy'fbul, in the meekncfs 
of^'^Whv^rMibnicondtfctnd to men 
of low '«ftate— ^ — fupport the diftreffed, 
^nd'pietMniicthc negleaed.— Be great; 
biit iet^k be in corifidering riches as they 
zft'i'iii talents committed to an eartien vef- 
yir/i-^That thou art but the recetverf-^znd 
thdt fo be obliged and to be vain too,— is 
but Chfe^W folecifni of pride and beggary, 

whfeh, chough they often meet, yet 

€10^ make but an abfurd fociety. 

If tlibu art powerful in intereft, and 
itendefl: deified by a fervile tribe of de- 
ptftdents,— why fhouldeft thou be proud, 
*— becaufe they arc hungry ? — Scourge 
me fuch fycophants; they have turned 
the heads of thoufands as well as thine 

' *^ But 'tis thy own dexterity and 
ftrength which have gained thee this emi- 
nence : — —allow it ; but art thou proud, 
that thou ftandeft in a place where thou art 
th^ rharkof one man's envy, another man's 

malice, or a third man's revenge, 

where good men may be ready to fufpeft 
thee, and whence bad men will be ready 
to Jiull thee down ? I would be proud of 
nothing that is uncertain : Haman wa3 
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fo, becaufe he was admittedalpneta queen 
Efther's banquet; and the diftinSioa 
raifed him, — «* but k was fifty :cubit& 
higher than he ever drcam'd or thought 
of. • .. 

Let us pafs on to the pretences of learn- 
ing, &c. &c. If thou hall a little, thou 
wilt be proud of it in couffe : if thou 
haft much, and good fenfe along with it, 
there will be no reafon to difputc againft 
the paflion : a beggarly parade of rem- 
nants IS but a forry objeft of Pride at the 

beft; but more fo, when we can crjr 

out upon it, as the poor man did of his 

hatchet, ^ uilas-, Mafter, for it was 

borrowed. 

It is treafon to fay the fame of Beauty, 
whatever we do of the arts and or- 
naments with which Pride is wont to fct 
it off: the weakeft minds arc moft caught 
with both ; being €ver glad to win at- 
tention and credit from fmall and flendcr 
accidents, through difability of purchaf- 
ing them by better means. In truth, 
Beauty has fo many charms, one knows 

*• z Kings, vi. 7. 
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not how to fpexk againft it ; and when it 
happens that a graceful figure is the ha- 
bitation of a virtuous foul, when the 
beauty of the face fpeaks out the modefty 
and humility of the mind, and the juil- 
ncfs of the proportion raifes our thoughts 
up to the art and wifdom of the great 
Creator, fomething may be allowed it, 
——and fomething to the embeliifhments 
which fet it offj — and yet, when the 

whole apology is read, it will be 

found at laft, that Beauty, like Truth, 
never is fo glorious as when it goes the 
plaineft. 

Simplicity is the great friend to na- 
ture, and if I would be proud of any thing 
in this filly world, it ftiould be of this 
honeft alliance. 

Confider what has been faid j and may 
the God of all mercies and kindnefs watch 
over your paflions, and infpire you wiib 
all butnblenefs of mhrd. meeknefs^ patience^ 
and long fuffering.^-^Amcn . 
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SERMON XXV. 
Humility. 

MATTHEW XI. 29. 

Learn of me, for I am meek and lowly in heart j and ye 
ihall find reft unto your fouls« 

rpHE great bufinefs of man, is the re- 
"^ gulation of his Ipirit -, the poffeffion 
of fuch a frame and temper of mind, as 
will lead us peaceably, through this world, 
and in the many weary ftages of it, afford 
us, what we fhall be fure to ftand in need 
oU^—'Reft unto our fouls. 

Reft unto our fouls ! 'tis all wc 

want— the end of all our wifhes and pur- 
fuits : give us a profpeft of this, we take 
the wings of the morning, and fly to the 
uttermoft parts of the earth to have it in 
poflefllon: we fcek for it in titles, in 
riches and pleafures — climb up after it by 

ambition, come down again and ftoop 

for it by avarice, try all extremes i 
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ftill we are gone out of the way, nor ii 
it, till after many nniferable experiments, 
that we are convinced at laft, we have 
been feeking every where for it, but 
where there is a profpeft of finding it j 
and that is, within ourfclvcs, in a meek 
and lowly difpofition of heart. This, and 
this only, will give us reft unto our fouls : 
—-reft, from thofe prbulent and 
haughty paflions which difturb our quiet: 

reft, from the provocations and dif- 

appointments of the world, and a train of 
tintold evils too long to be recounted, 
againft all which this frame and prepara- 
tion of mind is the bcft proteftion. 

I beg you will go along with mc in this 
argument. Confider how great a (hare* 
of the uneafinefles which take up and tor- 
ment our thoughts, owe their rife to no- 
thing elfc, but the difpofitions of mind 
which are oppofite to this charafter. 

With regard to the provocations and 
offences which are unavoidably happen* 
ing to a man in his commerce with the 

world, take it as a rule, as a man's 

pride is, fo is always his difpleafurc; 

as the opinion of himfelf rifes,**—* 
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lo does the injury, ^- fo does his refent- 

mcnt C' ftis this which gives edge and force 
to the inftrument which has ftruck hinrt, 

and excites that heat in the wound 

"Which renders it incurable. 

See how different the cafe is with the 
Humble man : one half of thefe painfn! 
conflidls he actually efcapes ; the other 
part fall lightly on him : — he provokes 
no man by contempt; thrufts himfelf 
forward as the mark of no man's envy ; fo 
that he cuts off the firfl fretful occafions 
of the greateft part of thefe evils ; and for 
thafe in which the paffionsof others would 
involve him, like the humble Ihrub in 
the valley, gently gives way, and fcarce 
feds the injury of thofe ftormy encounters 
which rend the proud cedar, and tear it 
up by its roots. 

If you confider it, with regard to the 
many difappointments of this life, which 
arifc from the hopes of bettering our con- 
dition, and advancing in the world, — 
the reafoning is the fame. 

What we expeft,- -is ever in pro- 
portion to the eltimate made of ourfelves ; 
when pride and felf-love have brought us 
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in their account of this matter^— h--W« 
find, that we arc worthy of all honours—* 
fit for all places and employments : — --^ 
as our expectations rife and multiply, fp 
mu(t our difappointments with theni » 
and there needs nothing more, to lay the 
foundation of our unhappinefs, and both 
to make and keep us miferable* And 
in truth there is nothing fo conunon ia 
life as to fee thoyfands, who, you would 
iay, had all the reafon in the world to be 
at reft, fo torn up and difquieted with 
ibrrows of this clafs, and fo inceiTantljr 
tortured with the difappointments which 
their pride and paffions have created fpr 
them, that though they appear to have 
all the ingredients of happinefs in their 

hands, they can neither compound 

or ufe them : — How fhould they ? the 
goad is ever in their fides, and fo hurries 
them on from one expedation to another, 
as to leave them no reft day or night. 

Humility, therefore, recommends it- 
felf as a fecurity againft thefe heart-aches^ 
which though ridiculous fometimes in 
the eye of the beholder, yet are ferious 
enough to the man who fuffers thcm^ 
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todl'bcMt'^c'wOTild make no incohffdtfr- 
ablf "iiTtount in a' tfufe catalogue of the 
difquicftidts df itioMial man : agaihft thefe, 
'lTa)ri'»Humilii!y ia' the bcft defeh(^e. 
^ -/He- that is Httle iii liis own eyes, i^ 
WiHe'toD in hisdcfires, and confcquently 
fiiBBerate in hts piiriuit of them: like 
kti<ither man, he may fail in his attempts 

tfnd lofc the point he aimed at, bui 

that is ill, he Ibfes not himfelf,- ^ 

he lofes not his happinefs and peace of 
niifi'd with it, — even the contentions of 

the humble maft are mild and placid. ^ 

Weffed character ! when fuch a one is 
thfuft back, who does not pity him ? — 
when he falls, who would not ftretch out 
i* hand' to raife him up ? 
■ And here, I cannot help flopping in 
the midfl: of this argument, to make a 
ffiort obfervation, which is this. When 
we refledt upon the charafter of Humi- 

lity> we are apt to think it ftands the 

moft naked and defencelefs of all virtues 

whatever,- the leaft able to fupport its 

Claims againft the infolent antagonift who 
feerns ready to bear him down, and all 

^ VOL. VII. O - 
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oppofitron which fuch a temper dafl 
make, - 

•Now, if we confider him as fta»ding 
alone,- — no doubt, in fuch a cafe he will 
be overpowered and trampled tipoA bjf 

his oppofer; but if we confider the 

meek and lowly man, as he is— fenced 
and guarded by the love, the friendfhip 

and wiflies of all mankind, that the 

other Hands alone, hated, difcounte*- 
nanced, without one true friend or hearty 

well-wifher on his fide > when this is 

balanced, we fhall have reafon to change 
our opinion, and be convinced that the 
humble man, ftrengthened with fuch an 
alliance, is far from being fo over-match- 
ed as at firft fight he may appear; — nay 
I believe one might venture to go further 
and engage for it, that in all fuch cafesj 
where real fortitude and true perfonai 
courage were wanted, he is much more / 
likely to give proof of it, and 1 would 
Iboner look for it in fuch a temper than 
in that of his adverfary. Pride may 

make a man violent, but Humility 

will make him firm: and which oT 
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the twOj do you think, likely to come 
off with honour ?-— he, who a£ts from 
ti^c .changeable impulfe of heated blood, 
and^ follows the uncertain motions of his 

pride and fury, or the man who ftands 

cool and colle<5led in himfelf j who go^ 
Tcrns his refentments, inftead of being 
goyierned by them, and on every occafion 
afts upon the tteady motives of principle 
and duty. 

But this by the way; though in 

truth it falls in with the main argument; 
foriftheobfervation is juft, and Humility 
had the advantages where we fhould leaft 
txpcft them, the argument rifes higher 
in behalf of thofe which are more appa- 
rently on its fide. In all which, if the 

humble man finds, what the proud man 
muft never hope for in this world, 

ihat is, reft to hisfoul^ fo does helike- 

' wife meet with it from the influence fuch 
A' temper has upon his condition under 
the evils of his life, not as chargeable 
tipdn the vices of men, but as the por- 
ticHi of his inheritance, by the appoint- 
ment, of God. For if, as Job fays, we 
are born to trouble as the Iparks fly up- 

O 2 
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wards, furely it is he who thinks thi 
greatefl of thefe troubles below his fins, 
r—and the fmallefl: favours above his me- 
rit, that is likely to fufier the leaft froip 
the one, and enjoy the moft from the 
other: 'tis he whopoflefles his foul in meek- 
nefs, and keeps it fubjefted to all the if- 
fues of fortune, that is the fartheft out 

of their reach. No. He blames 

not the fun, though it does not ripen his 
vine, nor blufters at the winds, though 

they bring him no profit. If the foun- 

tain of the humble man rifes not as high 

as he could wifli he thinks, however^ 

that it rifes as high as it ought j and as 
the laws of nature flill do their -duty, 
that he has no caufe to complain againft 
them. ■ 

If difappointed of riches — he knows 
the providence of God is not his debtor^ 
that though he has received lefs than 
others, yet as he thinks himfelf lefs than 
the leaft, he has reafon to be thankful. 

If the world goes untoward with the 
humble man, in other refpe&s, — he knows 
a truth which the proud man docs never 
acknowledge, and tliat is, that the world 
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was not made for him ; and therefore how 
little fhare foever he has of its advan- 
tages, he fees an argument of content, in 
reflefting how little it is, that a com- 
pound of fin, of ignorance, and frailty, 
has grounds to expedt. 

A foul thus turned and refigned, is 
carried fmoothly down the ftream of pro- 
vidence; no temptations in his pallagc 

difquiet him with defirfe, no dangers 

alarm him with fear : though open to all 

the changes and chances of others,- 

yet by feeing the juftice of what happens, 
—and humbly giving way to the blow, 
—though he is fmitten, he is not fmit- 
ten like other men, or feels the fmart 
which they do. 

Thus much for the doftrine of Hu- 
mility i let us now look towards the ex- 
ample of it. 

It is obferved by fome one, that as 
pride was the paflion through which fin 
and mifery entered into the world, and 
gave our enemy the triumph of ruining 
our nature, that therefore the Son of 
' God, who came to feek and to fave that 
which was loft, when he entered upon 
o 3 
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'i 

the work of our reftorauon, he bcgj}n at 
the very point where he knew we had 
failed ; and this he did by endeavouring 
to bring the foul of man back to its ori- 
ginal temper of Humility ; fo that his firft 
public addrefs from the Mount began 
with a declaration of bleflednefs to phe 
poor in fpirit, and almoft his laft ex- 
hortation in the text, was to copy the fair 
original he had fet them of this virtue, 
and to learn of bitn to be meek and lowly in 
heart. 

It is the moft: unanfwerable appeal that 

can be made to the heart of man, 

and iQ perfuafive and accommodated to 
all Chriftians, that as much pride as there 
is ftill in the world, it is not credible but 
that every believer muft receive fome 
tindure of the charafter or bias towards 
it from the example of fo greats, and yet 
fo humble a Matter, whofe whole courfe 
of life was a particular lefture to this Oiie 
virtue i and in every inftance of it Ihewed, 
that he carne not to fhare the pride and 
glories of life, or fwell the hopes of am-' 
.bitious followers, but to caft a damp vp- 
on them for ever, by appearing himfdf 
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rather as a fcrvant than a mailer, 

torhing, as he continually declared, not 
to be minillred unto, but to rninifter ; 
and as the Prophet had foretold in that 

mournful defcription of him, to have 

no form, or comelinefs, nor any beauty 
that they flipuld defire him. The volun- 
tary meannefs of his birth,—— the po- 
verty of his life,— the low offices in 
which it was engaged, in preaching the 
Golpel to the poor, — the inconveniences 
which attended the execution of it, in 

having no where to lay his head, all 

Ipoke the fame language; that the 

God of truth fliould fubmit to the fuC- 
picion of an impofture : — his humble de- 
portment under that, and a thoufand pro- 
vocations of a thanklefs people, ftill raifes 
this charafter higher ; — and what exalts it 

to its higheft pitch, the tender and 

pathetic proof he gave of the fame difpo- 
fition at the conclufion and great cata- 
ftrophe of his fufFerings, — when a life full 

;of fo many inftances of humility was 
crowned with the moft endearing one of 
bumbling bimfelf even to the death of the 
frofsi — the death of a flave, a malcfador 

• • • 04 
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« drtigg'd to Calvary J withouti o^pofi* 

tion infulted without complaint.—*-. 

— Blefled Jesus ! how can the man who 
calls upon thy name, but learn of thee 
to be meek and lowly in heart ? — how can 
he but profit when fuch a leflbn was fc^ 
condcd — by fuch an example ? 

If humility fiiines fo bright in the cha- 
radter of Christ, fo does it in that of his 
religion i the true fpirit of which tends: 
all the fame way. — Chriftianity, wheii: 
rightly explained and praclifed, is 'all 
meeknefs and candour, and love and cour- 
tefy : and there is no one paflion our Sa- 
viour rebukes fo often, or with fo much 
fharpnefs, as that one, which is fubver- 

five of thefe kind efFefts, and that, is 

pride, which in proportion as h governs 
t]s, neceffarily leads us on to a difcourtc- 
ous opinion and treatment of others, ^ 

I fay necejfarily, becaufe 'tis a natural 

confequence, and the progrefs from the 
one to the other is unavoidable. 

This our Saviour often remarks in 

the character of the Pharifces : they 

truftcd in themfelves, 'twas no won-^ 

der then they defpifed others. 
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This, I believe, might priricrp'dTy re- 
late to fpirituar pride, which, by the' 
way, is the >yorft of all prides ; and as it 
is a very bad fpecies of a very bad paf- 
fion, I cannot do better than conclude 
the difcourfe with fome rennarks upon it. 

In moft conceits of a religious flipleri- 
ority, there has ufually gone hand in hand 

with it, another fancy, ■ which 1 

fiippofe has fed it; and that is, a per- 

fuafion of fome more than ordinary aids 

and illuminations from above. Let us 

examine this matter. 

That the influence and afliftance of 
God's fpirit in a way imperceptible to 
us, does enable us to render him an ac- 
ceptable fervice, we learn from Scripture 
— In what particular manner this is ef- 
fefted, fo that the aft Ihall ftill be im- 
puted ours the Scripture fays not: 

we know only the account is fo ; but as 
for any fenfible dcmonftrations of its 

workings to be felt as fuch within us 

the word of God is utterly filent; nor 
can that filence be fupplied by any expe- 
rience. We have none; unlefs you 

call the falfe pretences to it fuch,— ^ 
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fuggefted by an enthufiafticor diftempcr- 
cd fancy. As exprefsly as we arc told 
and pray for the inlpiration of God's 
Ipirit, there arc no boundaries fixed, npr 
can any be ever marked to diftingviih 
them from the efforts and determinations 
of our own reafon : and as firmly as moft 
Chriftians believe the effedls of them up- 
on their hearts, I may venture to affirm, 
that fince the promifes were made, there 
never was a Chriftian of a cool head and 
found judgment, that, in any inftance of 
a change of life, would prefume to fay, 
which part of his reformation was owing 
to divine help, or which to the ope- 
rations of his own mirtd ; or who, upon 
looking back, would pretend to ftrike the 
line, and fay, " here it was that my own 
*' refleftions ended;"— —and at this point 
the fuggeftions of the Spirit of God be- 
gan to take, place. 

However backwards the world has been 

in former ages in the difcovery of fuch 

points as God never meant us to know, 

we have been more fuccefsful in our 

own days : thoufands can trace out 

now the impreffions of this divine inter- 
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courfe in themfelves, from the firfl: mo- 
ment they reci^ived it, and with fuch dif- 
tinft intelligence of its progreft and 
workings, as to require no evidence of its 
truth. 

It muft be owned, that the prefent age 
has not altogether the honour of this dif- 
covery 5 — there were too many grounds 
given to improve on in the religious cant 
of the laft century J — when the in-comingSj 
in- dwelling Sy and out-let tings of the Spirit, 
were the fubjects of fo much edification; 
^nd when, as they do now, the moft il- 
literate mechanics, who, as a witty divine 
faid of them, were much fitter to make 
a pulpit, than get into one, were yet able 
fo to frame their nonienfe to the nonfenfe 
of the times, as to beget an opinion in their 
followers, not only that they pray'd and 
prei^ch'd by infpiration, but that the moft 
common aftions of their lives were fct 
about in the Spirit of the Lord. 

The tenets of the quakers (a harmlcfs 
quiet people) arc collateral defcendents 
from the fame cnthufiaftic original j and 
their accounts and way of reafoniqg up- 
on 'their inward Itght and fpiritual wor- 
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Ihip, are much the fame ; which laft they 
carry thus much further, as to believe the 
Holy Ghoft comes down upon their af- 
femblies, and moves them, without regard 
to condition or fex, to make interceffions 
with unutterable groans. 

So that, in fad, the opinions of me- 
thodifts, upon which I Was firft entering, 
is but a republication with fomc alter* 
ations of the fame extravagant conceits ; 
and as cnthufiafm generally fpeaks the 
fame language in all ages^ 'tis but too 
fadly verified in this; for though we hzvt 
not yet got to the old terms of the in- 
comings and in-dwellings of the Spirit, 

yet we have arrived at the firft feel* 

ings of its entrance, recorded with as 
particular an cxaftnefs as an aft of fili- 
ation, fo that numbers will tell you 

the identical place the day of the 

month, and the hour of the night, when 
the Spirit came in upon them, and took 
pofleflion of their hearts. 

Now there is this inconvenience on our. 
fide. That there is no arguing with a 
frenzy of this kind j for unlefs a rcpre- 
fentation of the cafe be a confutation of 
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its folly, to them, they muft for ever be 
led q^ptive by a delufion, from which no 
re^foner can redeeiti them : for if you 
ihpuld inquire, upon what evidence fo 

fbrange a perfuafion is grounded ? 

they will tell you, " They feel it is fo." 
* If you reply. That this is no con- 
viction to you, who do not feel it like 
them, apd therefore would wifh to be 
fatisfied by what tokens they are able to 
diftinguifh fuch emotions from thofe of 
fa^cy and complexion ? they will anfwer. 
That the manner of it is incommunicable 
by human language, but 'tis a matter of 

faft, they feel its operations as plain 

anddiftinft, as the natural fenfations of 
pleafure, or the pains of a diforder'd 
body. — And fince I have mentioned a dif- 
order'd body, I cannot help fuggefting, 
that amongft the more ferious and de- 
luded of this ft(5t, 'tis much to be doubted 
whether a diforder'd body has not oft- 
times as great a (hare in letting in thefc 
conceits as a diforder'd mind. 

When a poor difconfolated drooping 
creature is terrified from all enjoyment,— 
prays without ceafing till his imagination 
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IS heated, fafts and mortifies afid 

mopes, till his body is in as bad a plight 
as his mind ; is it a wonder, that the me- 
chanical difturbances and eonfli6ls of an 
empty belly> interpreted by an empty 
head, (hould be mlftook for workings 
of a different kind from what they are ? 
or that in fuch a Ctuation, where 
riie mind fits upon the watch for extraor- 
dinary occurrences, and the imagination 
is pre-engaged on its fide, is it ftrange if 
every commotion fhould help to foe him 
in this malady, and make him a fittA 
fubjeft for the treatment of a Phyficiaa 
than a Divine ? 

In many cafes, they feem fo much above 
the fkill of either, that unlefs God in his 
mercy rebuke this lying fpirit, and call it 
back, it may go on and perfuadc mil- 
lions into their deftruftion. 
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Adya^ntages of Chriftianity to the 
World. 

ROMANS T. 2Z« 

TfroifeflSng themfclves to be wife, they became fools ^ 

THERE is no one projeft to which the 
whole raceof niankind isfouniverfally 
^nibble, as to that of being thought Wife ; 
and the affedation of it is fo vifible, in 
men of all complexions, that you every 
day fee fome one or other fo very foli- 
citotis to eftablifti the charafter, as not 
to allow himfelf leifure to do the things 

which fairly win it i expending more 

art ^nd ttratagem to appear fo in the eyes 
of the world, than what would fuffice to 
make him fo in truth. 

It is owing to the force of this defire, 
that you fee in general, there is no injury 
touches a man fo fenfibly, as an infult 
upon his parts and capacity: tell a maa 
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of other, deledtsy '^dtot he itwin wJcWJi^ 
ing, induftryi:.i[i#^li^ibl^^^.^-ao^^3i«rill 
hear yoOT rcprofi^ Witfr pl«tet«!t2ii-*i:iiiS'ay 
you may ge further-* 4atefr'MW'i'h^'f*6^r 
feafon, you may tax his' ■ftferalsi-'^iJ — ey6u 
may tell him he is iitegular In hft>^fl- 
duft,— — paflionate 6r revengeful iji'' his 
nature — loofe in his principfes^-j — i^de- 
liver it with the gentlenefsof afriettdv?i*i--- 
poflibly he'll not only bear with ybv ^^ ■* - 
but, if ingenuous, he will thank ftyk for 
your lefture, and promife a rcformataon y 

buthint,— — hint butatadefcfiiinhis 

intelleduals, touGhbut that fore pla^e^ 

—from that moment you are 'lookM 
upon as an enemy fcnt to torment hi^ 
before his time, and iri return rh ay' r^fe- 
kon upon his refentment and iil-wiU-ibr 
ever; fo that in general you will-fittdit 
fafer to tell a man, he is a knave thafta 
fool, ~~ and (land a better chance of -be- 
ing forgiven, for proving he ha& been 
wanting in a point of common hoi^efty, 
than a point of common fenfe. . 
. • Strange fouls that we are ! as if to live 
well was not the greateft- argument of 
Wifdoms— — -and, - as if what rcfleftcd 
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Upon Dur moralBj did not mod of all re^ 
AcSt upon our uoderiitandings ! 

Thifl^ however^ is a rcfic£tion wc makt 
a ibifc to overlook in the heat of this pur* 
fuiC; and though we all covet this great 
cbara&er of Wifdonij there is fcarce any 
point wherein we betray more folly thaa 
in our judgments concerning it; rarely 
bringing this precious ore either to the 
teft or the balance s and though 'tis of 
the lafl: tonfequence not to be deceived 
in ita—wc "generally take it upon truft, 
•«^-— feldom fufped the quality^ but never 
the quantity of what has fallen to our 
tot< So that however inconfiitent a man 
ihall be in his opinions of this^ and what 
abfurd meafures foever he takes in con- 
fequcnce of it, in the conduft of his life, 
-*-he ftill fpeaks comfort to his foul s and 
like Solomon, when he had leaf): pretence 
fbritf-rin the midit of his nonfenfe will 

cry out and fay, Thai all my wifdom 

nmopuib with we. 

Where then is wifdom to be found? 
and where is the place of underftanding ? 
h.Tbc politicians of this world, frofejjing 
thmfthis ievy4f,-*-*-admit of no other 

VOL. VII. P 
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claims of wifdom but the knowledge of 
men and bufinefs, the underfUnding the 
interefts of ftateSyr-*«7^thc intrigues of 

courts the finding ouf^fhepaffionsand 

VeaknefTes of foreign iQiiiiftcrs-. — and 
turning them^ and all events to their coun- 
try's glory and advantage.—— 

Not fo the little man of this 

world, who thinks the main point of wif- 
dom, is to take care of himfelf j — - — to be 
wife in his generation 5 — ^to make ufc 
of the opportunity whilft he has it, of 
raifing a fortune, and heraldizing^ a name. 
^- — Far wide is the Ipeculativc and ftn* 
dious man (whofe office is in the clouds) 

from fuch little ideas : Wifdom dwells 

with him in finding out the fecretsof na* 

ture ; founding the depths of arts and 

fciences; nrveafuring the heavens; tell- 
ing the number of the ftars, and calling 
them all by their names : fo that when in 
our bufy imaginations we have built and 
unbuilt again God's (lories in the beavensj 

. and fancy we have found out the 

point whereon to fix the foundations of 
the earth ; and in the language of the 
book of Jobs have fearched out the cor- 
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her^ftdirfe thereof, %^ think our titles to 
Wifd^fii'fitrfit Vtji6n'4lie' f^^^^ bafis tvith 
thoffi'W'biir 'krioWledge?7'anc^''thk thejr 

The miftake'ofthefe pretenders h 
Ihe'Wh'^t large by the Apoftle^ ' In the 
chapter from which the text is taken, 

—Prof^ng themfel'Oes Wise, in 

Whkk^ttpreffion (by the way) St. Paul 
is thotrght to allude to the vanity of the 
Greeks and Ronnans, who being great 
tncouragers of arts and learning, which 
they had' carried t6 extraordinary heights, 
cbrifidered ill other nations as Barba-^ 
riahSy in relpcft of thtrfifelves j and 
an^dhgft whofh, particularly the Greeks, 
the iheri of ftudy and Inquiry had afllimed 
to'thPcrtSfelves, with gr^at indecorum^ the 
title of the Wife-men. 

With what parade and oftentation fo- 
evcr this Was made'out, it had the fate to 
be attidtided With one of the moft morti- 
fying abatements which could happen to 
Wifdom ; and that was an ignorance of 
thofe points which moft concerned maa 
to know. 

P 2 
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This he fhcws from the general ftatc 
of the gentile world, in the great article 
of their mifconceptions of the Dcky— 
and^ as wrong notions produce wrong 
actions, — rof the duties and ferviccs 
they owed to him> and in courfe pf what 
they owed to one another. 

For though, as he argues in the fore- 
going verfes, The imnfibk things of 

him from the creation of the warH mght he 
ekarly feen and underftood^ by the things that 

are made ; that is,— —Though God, 

by the cl^areft difcovery of himfelf, had 
ever laid before mankind fuch evident 

, proofs of his eternal Being, his infinite 

powers and perfeAions, fo that what b 
to be known of his invilible nature, might 
all along be traced by the marks of his 

goodnefs, and the vifible frame and 

order of the world: yet fo utterly 

were they without excufe,- that though 

they knew God, and faw his image and 
fuperfcription in every part of his works, 

. yet they glorified him no t.^— So bad a 

ufe did they make of the powers given 
tliem for this great difcovery, that inftead 
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of adcn-ing the Being thus manifefted to 
them> in purity and truth, they fell into 
chctfl0fiJgr5& tendPfliyfurd delufionsi — ^ 
€baiiged^4tlp<^jgt^Ttf^tkt incorruptible Gt>d, 
ifit&'mitktu^^ tmnii^hklAHto ccrruptibk men^ 
^— /£? ^r(isi*^to^fri^fo<4idb€afis and creep- 
iffg tiingj 'j-^-^FrifiJing themfehes to be* 
wifi^^^^-^ey Mamifaels.^""^^ AW their fpc- 
ciodj^^i^lfctem Was btit a more glittering 
kiWcl'^f %t»brafi<ic, and ended in the moft 

difli^liBiirable of all miftakes, in fet- 

^^ t^. fiftilions gods, to receive the tri- 
fidtc^nb? *heir adoration and thanks. 

'TKi 'foiintain of religion being thus 
pefi^^d, no lifidnder the ftream fhewed 
iti*'efiFb(5bSi which^^re charged upon theiit 
in thie foWowirtg words, where he defcribes 
the heathen world as full of all unrighteouf- 

ir(/},—— ^fornication, covetoufnefs, — 

malicioufnefs, full of murder,—— 

envy,*- — »debate,—— malignity, — whiL 

perers, backbiters, haters of God, 

•^— proud,"-— -boaftcrs,—— inventors of 

evil things, difobcdient to parents,— 

without underftanding, without natural 

jrflFeftion, implacable,-*— —unmerci* 

p 3 



914 SERMON XXVI. 

ful ! God in heaven defend us from 

fuch a catalogue ! 

But thefe dilbrders, if fairly confidcred, 
you'll fay, have in no ages arifen fo much 
from want of light, as a want of difpo- 
fition to follow the light which God has 
ever imparted ; that the law written in 
their hearts, was clear and exprefs enough 
for any reafonable creatures, and would 
have diredled them, had they not fuffered 
their paffions more forcibly to dired them 
otherwife : that if we are to judge from 
this effeft, namely, the corruption of the 
•world, the fame prejudice will recur even 
iSigainft the Chriftian religion i fince man- 
kind have at leaft been as wicked in later 
days, as in the more remote and fimple 
ages .of the world i and that, if we may 
trull to fafts, there are no vices which 
the Apoftle fixes upon the heathen world, 
before the preaching of the Gofpel, which 
rnay not be paralleled by as black a ca- 
talogue of vice3 in the Chriftian world 
fince. 

This neceffarily brings us to an inquiry^i 
"Whether Chriftianity has done the world 
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a-ny fcmcc ? and. How far the mo-' 

rals of it have been made better fince this 
fyftem has been embraced ? 

In litigating this, one might oppofc 
fafts to fads to the end of the world, 
without coming one jot nearer the point. 
Let us fee how far their miftakes con- 
cerning the Deity, will throw light upon 
the-fubjeftt 

That there was one fupreme Being who 
made this world, and who ought to be 
worfhipped by his creatures, is the foun-^- 
dation of all religion, and fo obvious a 

truth in nature, that Reafon, as the 

Apoftle acknowledges, was always able- 
to difcover it : and yet it feems Urange, 
that the fame faculty which made thedif- 
covery, Ihould be fo little able to keep 
true to its own judgment, and fupport 
it long againft the prejudices of wrong* 
heads, and the propenfity of weak ones, 
towards idolatry and a multiplicity of 
gods. 

For want of fomething to have gonev 

hand in hand with reafon, and fixed thp- 

pcrfuafion for ever upon their minds, that- 

there was in truth but one God the Ma»:. 

P 4 
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kcr and Supporter of Heaven und Earths 
infinite in wifdomj and knowledge^ and 

all perfcftionsi rhow foon was this 

fimple idea loft, and mankind led to dif- 
pofe of thefe attributes inherent in the 
Godhead, and divide and fubdividc them 
again amongft deities, which their own 
dreams had given fubftance to; — ^his 
eternal power and dominion parcelled out 

to gods of the land, to gods of the 

lea, to gods of the infernal regions; 
whilft the great God of gods, and Lojld 
of lords, who ruleth over all the king- 
doms of the world, who is fo great 

that nought is able to controul or with-* 
ftand his power, was fuppofcd to reft 
contented with his allotment^ and to 
want power to aft within fucb parts of his 
empire, as they difmembered and afligned 
to others. 

If the number of their gods and this 
partition of their power, would leflen the 
idea of their majefty. What muft be the 
opinions of their origin ? When inftead 
of that glorious defcription, which Scrip- 
ture gives of ^* The Ancient of days who 
^* inhabiteth eternity," they gravely 
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. afligned particular times and places for 
the births and education of their gods} 
fo that there was fcarce a hamlet or even 
a dcfert in Greece or Italy, which was 
not rendered memorable by fome favour 
or accident of this kind. 

And what rendered fuch conceits the 

more grofs and abfurd,- they fuppofed 

not only that the gods they worfhipped 
had a beginning, but that they were pro- 
duced by flelhly parents, and accordingly, 
they attributed to them corporeal Ihapes 
and difference of fex : and indeed in this 
tjiey were a little confiftent, for their 
deities feemed to partake fo much of the 
fi-ailties to which flelh and blood is fub- 
jeft, that their hiftory and their pedigree 
were much of a piece, and might reafon- 
ably claim each other. For they i mpu ted 
to them not only the human defefts of 
ignorance, want, fear, and the like, but 
the moft unmanlv fenfualities, and what 
would be a reproach to human nature, 
fuch as cruelty, adulteries, rapes, 
incefls j and even in the accounts which 
wc have from the fublimeft of their poets, 
——what are they, but anecdotes of their 
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lijuabblcs amongft themfelves — their in*', 
trigucs, their jeaioufies, their ungovern- 
able tranfporrs of choler, — nay, even their 
thefts — their drunkennefs, and blood- 
ihcd! 

Here let us (lop a nnoment and inquire, 
what was Rcafon doing all this tinnc, to 
be fo miferably iniulted and abufed I 
Where held Ihe her empire whilft her 
bulwarks were thus borne down, and her 
firft principles of religion and truth Jay 
buried under theoi ? If ihe was able by 
hcrfclf to regain the power (he had loft, 
and put a (lop to thi3 folly and confufion, 

. why did (he not ? If (he was not able 

to refift this torrent alone, — the point i$ 
given up- (he wanted aid ; and reve- 
lation has given it. 

But though reafon, you'll fay, could 
not overthrow thefe popular miftakes, 
—yet it faw the folly of them, and was 
at air times able to difprove them. 

No doubt it was \ and it is certain too, 
that the more diligent inquirers after 
truth, did not in fadl fall into thefe ab- 
furd notions, which, by the way, is an 
pbfcrvation more to our purpofc than. 
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theirs, who ufually make it, and fhews 
that though their reafonings were good, 
that there always wanted fomething which 
Xhey could not fupply to give them fuch 
weight, as would lay an obligation upon 
mankind to embrace them, and make 
that to be a law, which gtherwife was but 
an opinion without force. 

Befides-fl which is a more diredt an- 

fwer,*—— though 'tis true, the ableft men 
gave no credit to the multiplicity of gods, 

(for they had a religion for them- 

felvcs, and another for the populace) yet 
they were guilty of what in efFed was 
equally bad, in holding an opinion which 
neceffarily fupported thefe very miftakcs, 
— namely, that as different nations had 
different ggds, it was every man's duty 
(I fuppofe more for quietnefs than prin- 
ciple's fake) to worlhip the gods of his 
country 5 which, by the way, confider- 
ing their numbers, was not fo eafy a tafk, 
—for what with celeflial gods, and gods 
aerial, terreftrial and infernal, with the 
goddefles, their wives and miftreffes, up- 
on the loweft computation, the heathen 
world acknowledged uo lefs than thirty 
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ihoufftiid.4^it|e9»;i9ibi^lMh (daimed the 
ritfS;ArKi;1^«ff»3W&iii*$ c^tcl^tpps.>wor(hip. 
>irJButjr//fiitUl lfte:£ud>iaUDwiiig^the bulk 
of mmkhid : wiere/wdjo* iiiii:b-4elufions^ 

*;r3f^th6)if .were ftiU-init:ipeciidstixm<-^ 

Wibfttiii^that te.theirpfa&^ce? however 
d9£ei^t&.m their tiieology and* m6m ab^ 
ftraijteii .points, their morality was ao^ay 
fiPffiPS^^ with it.-~-Tb«-e i^ fwipetd, 
that the cverlafting laws of jufti» and 
piiercjy .ibould be fetched down..feom 
abpvci-r — fince they can be proved frem 
ipore obvious mediums ;i—*-th^ were 
aa neceflary for the fame good puipofes 
of fociery then as now j and we may prc- 
fume they faw their intereftand purfucdit. 
That the neceffitie3 of Ibeiety^ and the 
impoi&bilities of its fubfifting otherwife, 
would point out the convenience, or 
if you will,— —the duty of fixiial vir- 
tues, is unqueftipnable :*— but I firmly 
deny, that therefore religion and mo- 
rality are independent of each other : they 
appear fo far from it, that I cannot con- 
ceive how the one, in the true and me- 
ritorious fenfe of the duty, can aft with- 
out the influence of the other; furely the 
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moft exalted motive which can only bt 
depended upon for the uniform practice 

of virtue, i-muft come down from 

aiovs^ from the love and imitation of 

the goodnefs of that Being in whofe fight 
we wifli to render ourfclves acceptable ; 
this will operate at all times and all places, 
——in thedarkeft clofet as much as on 
the greatefl: and moft public theatres of 
the world* 

But with different conceptions of the 
Deity, or fuch impure ones as they en-» 
tertained, is it to be doubted whether in 
the many fecret uials of our virtue, we 
ihould not determine our cafes of con^ 
fcience with much the fame kind of ca- 
fuiftry as that of the Libertine in Te-t 
rence, who being engaged in a very un^* 
juftifiable purfuit, and happening to fee a 
pidture which reprefentcd a known ftory 
of Jupiter in a like tranfaftion, ar- 
gued the matter thus within himfelf.— — • 
|f the great Jupiter could not reftrain his 
appetites, and deny himfelf an indulgence 

pf this kind ego Homuncio hoc nonfa-' 

^erem ? ftiall I a mortal, — an inconfider- 
^ble mortal too, cloath'd with infirmities 



k^:(fitMRU&'blo(^^iprtmf^d to >Si Viirtutfj 
#haciiithbifather4)f g^bd^nahd iil<gnk^id 

^/iTdiftvJcoliciufioa wa"* ! nttttirtil ^^fitoUghr i 
inid^^Ei'fo great ft m^iltt of hi^Wfe^^ats it 
iAia >tfc© inouth of 6rte'i?>f hfe-jJHrtaipJal 
cl»{)a6bei^i, i]^ doubt th^ bngti^igis -^as 
dieA ijQfidcrftoodr it tiras copitid f^rti 
commMrlife^ and was hot tht firft appli* 
cation which had been made of the ftory. 
'■* - It will Icarcc admit of a queftion. Whe- 
ther Vice would not naturally grow bold 
Upon the credit of fuch an example ; or 
whether fuch imprefTions did not influ-» 
ence the lives and morals of many in the 
heathen world ; and had there been no 
other proof of it, but the natural ten-^ 
dency of fuch notions to corrupt them, it 
had been fuflkient reafon to believe it 
wasfo? ^ 

No doubt, there is' fiifBclent room for 
amendment in the Chriftian world, and 
we may be faid to be a very corrupt and 
bad generation of men, confidering what 
mt>fites we have from the purity of our 
religion, and the force of its fanftions, 
to' make us better ;— r— yet^ ftlH I affirm; 



fome fenfe of morality flGHgbt bc.pi¥ferviMii 
as^if/rWws inrtl)^hf0ijiej!i woridsvwkhJthc 
m9r0/fo0fidejraf« ^l^Si: yet ijr gcQcrtl-il 
im pferfuaded^i^hat 4;hd^4)ulk of iTHukkm^ 
upQn4^ph a fuppoiition, wo^aJd ib<»t^MnQ 
to H^e without God in the wofidi:?nnd mm 
fhor,ijjtime differ from Indians ithei»fel»Q$ 
inJUtle. elfe but their complexions. 

.Ify /after all, the Chriftian religion has 
not left /arfufficient provifion againft: the 

wicke^lnefs of the world, the ihort 

and true anfwer is this> That there caa 
be none, 

r It is fufRcicnt to leave us without ex- 
€ufe^ that the excellency of this inftitu- 
tion in its do<Srine, its precepts, and its 
exaitiples, has a proper tendency to make 

us a virtuous and a happy people i ^ 

every page is an addrefs to our hearts to 
win them to thefe purpofes> — --but a» 
religion was not intended to work upoo; 
men by force and natural neceifity,; bul- 
by moral perfuafion, which fets goodaad 
evil before them, fo that if men-have- 
power to do the. evil and choofe the good. 
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««--«tad will abufe it, this cannot be 

tfoided-^-^Religion ever implies a free* 
domof choice^ and all the beings Jn the 
world which haire itj ' Welt creatM free to 

ftand and free to fall j and therefore 

ineff who will not be jpMdaded'k^pibta 
way of addreis^ muft expeft» and bf con-* 
tented to be reckoned with according to 
the talents they have received. 



.I.J 
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■ .1^ ft. J^;!^,f^M,^ -»j^ fir J^/^r ->• ^f^ I.- :-■■- ^ 

iTjIief AbttTea of Goufcience confidere^* 

'■•^ ,"*■ ■ ^ REBftEWS XIII. "iSi" "^ - 

——For ^e truft v(re liave a good Cofifctetfce ;*' ' , 

rpkusT ! Truft we haVe a goodCon- 

*■* fciencc! Surely you will fay, if 

there is any thing in this life which a man 
may depend upori^ and to the knowledge 
of which he is capable of arriving upon 
the moft indifputable evidence, it muft 
be this very things— Whether he has 
a good Confcience, or no. 

If a man thinks at all, he cannot well 
be a ftranger to the true ftate of this ac- 
count 1— ^ — He muft be privy to his own 
thoughts and defires He muft remem- 
ber his paft purfuits, and know certainly 
the true fprings and motives, which, in 
general, have govern'd the adlions of his 
life. 

VOL. vii# a. 
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In other matters vfe may Jbe decpive^ 
by falfe appearances 3 ^nd, as the.. wife 
man complains;, ^-^^{^.^^ Wip^«^.tf«^ijr 
at the things that are* upon, the eapb^ and 
with labour do we find the things jhaf^are 
before us i-^^—hMt here t|ie mind ^iia§,^gll 
the evidence and fa6ls within herfelfir-T — 
is conifeiousof the web flic has wove i.-^tt- 
knows its texture and finenefs, an^ the 
exact ihare which every paflion has. h^ 
in working upon the feveral de6gips> 
which virtue or vice has planned before 
her. 

Now, as Cohfcicncc is nothing eife 

but the knowledge which the mind has 
within itfelf of this 3. and the judgment^ 
cither of approbation or cenfure, vhich 
it unavoidably makes upon the fucceffivc 

aftions of our lives, 'tis plain, you 

Will lay, from the very terms of the pro^ 
pofition', whenever this inward teftirqppy 
goes againft a man, and he ftands fclf- 
accufed, — that he mull neceflarily be 9 
guilty man. And, on the contrary, when 
the report is favourable on his fide, and 
his heart condemns him not, that it 
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Is not a matter of truji^ as the Apoftle 
intimates, but a matter of certainty and 
faft, that the Confcience is good^ and that 
the man muft be good alfo. 

At firft fight, this may feem to be a 
true ftate of the cafe; and I make no 
doubt but the knowledge of right and 
wrong is fo truly imprefsM upon the mind 
of man j that, did no fuch thing ever 
happen, as that the confcience of a man, 
by long habits of fin, might (as the 
Scripture aflures us it may) infenfibly be- 
come hard i and, like fome tender parts 
of his body, by much ftrefs, and conti- 
nual hard ufage, lofe, by degrees, that 
nice fcnfe and perception with which God 

and nature endowed it : Did this ne- 

vfer happen : — or was it certain that felf- 
love could never hang the leaft bias upon 
the judgment : — or that the little interefts 
below could rife up and perplex the fa- 
cxifticsof our upper regions, and encom- 
J)afs them about with clouds and thick 

dirknefs: could no fuch thing as fa- 

V6iXT and afFeftion enter this facred court : 
i-i-^idid Wit difdain to take a bribe in 
it> or was afhamed to fiiew its face as an 

0^2 
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advocate for an unv^afrantable enjoyment! 
— or, laftly, were we kffured that iWtE- 
KEST fEood always unebnctfrn'd whilft'-ihe 
caufe was hearing,— and that Passiom 
never got into the judgment-feat,* and 
pronounced fentence in the ftcad of ll*a- 
fon, which is fuppofed always to prefide 
and determine upon the cafe : — ^waS this 
truly fo, as the objedion mud fuppofe, 
no doubt, then, the religious and mdral 
ftate of a man would be exaftly what he 
himfelf efteemed it; and the guilt or in- 
nocence of every man's life could be 
known, in general, by no better meafure, 
than the degrees of his own approbation 
or cenfure. 

I own, in one cafe, whenever a man's 
Confcience does accufe him (as it fel- 
dom errs on that fide) that he is guilty j 
and, unlefs in melancholy and hypochon- 
driac cafes, we may fafcly pronounce that 
there is always fufBcient grounds for tlie 
accufatlon. 

But, the converfe of the propoficion 

will not hold true, namely. That 

wherever there is guilt, the Confcience 
muft accufe i and, if it does not, that a 
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maxH- 43 tbcip(qr^ .innocent. This is 

op^,/a(^:--— fo.thaf the comnaon con- 
ifl^tjon which fijime good Chriftian or 
oth^r h hourly ^dpriinilleripg to himfelf, 
- ■ ■p,. That he. thapks God jiis mind docs 
nfip^fnifgivc hifXi i ^nd that, cpnfequent- 
ly^i \ic has a good Confcience, bejfaufe he 
li^ a quiet one — As current as" the in- 
feirence is, and as infallible as the rule 
af)pears at firft fight, yet, when you look 
nearer to it, and try the truth of this rule 
iijjon plain fadls, you find it liable to fo 
iT]uch error, from a falfe application of 
it : — the principle on which it goes fo 
pften perverted : — the whole force of it 
loft, and fometimes fo vilely caft away, 
that it is painful to produce the common 
qx^TipIcs from human life, which con- 
firm this account. 

^ man (hall be vicious and utterly de- 
bauched in his principles ; exceptionable 
in ' his conduft to the world : fhall live 

ihamelcfs,- in the open commiflion of 

4 fin which no reafon or pretence can 
juriify ; — a fin, by which, contrary to all 
^Jic workings of humanity within, he (hall 
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ruin fof ever the deluded partner of hi» 

guilt i rob her of her bcft dowry; 

——and not only covcf her own head 
with di(honour> but involve a whole vir- 
tuous family in fhame and forrow for her 

fake, Surely, you'll think, cbn- 

fcience muft lead fuch a man a trouble*- 
fomc life :— -he can have no reft night 
or day from its reproaches. 

Alas I Confcicnce had fomething clfe 
to do all this time than break in upon 
him : as Elijah reproached the god BmI^ 
this domejlic God was either talking^ or pur ^ 
fuingy or was in a journey y or^ peradven- 
turcy hejlept and could not be awoke. Per- 
haps he was gone out in company with 

Honour, to fight a duel; to pay off 

fome debt at play; or dirty annuity, 

the bargain of his luft. Perhaps, Con- 
fcicnce all this time' was engaged at 
horr:'^, talking aloud againft petty lar- 
ceny, and executing vengeance upon 
fome fuch pnny crimes as his fortune and 
rank in life fecured him againft all tempt- 
ation of committing : fo that he lives 

as merrily, fleeps as foundly in his 
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bed ; and, at the laft, meets death 

with as much unconcern,— perhaps, 
much more fo, than a much better man. 

Another is fordid, unmerciful ; — a 
ftrait-hearted> felfilh wretch, incapable 
«ither of private friendlhips, or public 
fpirit;-^ — Take notice how he paffes by 
the widow and orphan in their diftrefs 5 
and fees all the miferies incident to hu- 
mian life without a figh or a prayer. . ■ 
Shall not Confcience rife up and fling 
him on fuch occafions ? No.— ; — Thank 
God, there is no occafion, * I pay every 

^ man- his own, 1 have no fornication 

« ta anfwer to my Confcience, no faith- 

* 'Icfs vows or promifes to make up, I 

* have debauch'd no man's wife or child. 
^ i— -Thank God I am not as other 
< men, adulterers, unjuft, or even as this 

* libertine who ftands before me/ 

A third is crafty and defigning in his 

uacure. View his whole life, 'tis 

nothing elfe but a cunning contexture of 
dark arts and unequitable fubterfuges, 
bafely to defeat the true intent of all 
laws, plain-dealing, and the fafe enjoy- 
ment pf our feveral properties. You 

0^4 
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wiH-fcc' ftich a one wtofking out a fr»ne 
of litde dcHgns ujion' iKe ignotance and' 
|.)crp)exittrs of the poor and needy aiain 
»-— (hall raifc a fortune upon the inex- ■ 
perience of a youth,— —or the unfufpeft^'* 
ing temper of his friend, who would iiatc 
tnifled him with his life« When old 
age comes on, and repentance calls him. 
to look back upon this, black account,/. 
and Hate it over again with his Coo- 
fcience-^-— Confcience looks into thctS/*-- 

iHiis ai I^rgCi finds perhaps no exprefs 

law broken by what he has doneir-*— ^ 
perceives no penalty or forfeiture incurr-d^ 
— i— fees no fcourge waving over his head, 
——or prifon opening its gate upon him. 

Wh;it is there to affright his Con- 

fcicncc? Confcirnce has got fafely/ 

rntrcnch'd beliind the letter of the law, 
fits there invulnerable, fortified with cafes 
and reports fo itrongly on all fides,—— 
that *tis not preaching can difpoffefs it of 
its hold. 

Another fliall want even this refuge, 
•— — Ihall break through all this cere- 
mony of flow chicane ; fcorns the doubt- 
ful workings of fecret plots and cautious 
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trains to bring, ahaut hi^ purpofe.— — . 
S€;Ciith€ bar^rfacediyUMia how he cheats, 

lie?w,.perj}jres, xobs, murdcrSi hor- 

ri4l*;*,Bu; indeed n;^Mch. better was not to 
bexxpeded in this cafe.-t— -^thc poor man 
wMiXb the dark ! -rr-r- His prieft had got 
thci 'keeping of his Confcience, and all he 
had: let him know of it was. That he 
Tnv& believe in the Pope ; — go to ma;fs j 
— M-orofs himfelf i— ^tell his beads i 
—to*- be ^ good Catholic ; and that this 
in ati confcience was enough to car* 
Xf • kkti to heaven. What ?~-if he 
perjures?— Why,— —he had a mental 
re&rration in it. But if he is fo wicked 
and abandoned a wretch as you reprefent 
him,' if he robs, or murders, will not 
Coh&ience, on every fuch aft, receive a 

wo^nd itfelf? Ay But the man 

has ^Carried it to confeflTion, the wound 
digcfts there, and will do well enough, 
-i— and in a fliort time be quite healed 
up by abfolutiop, 

:0 Pffpety ! whiat haft thou to anfwer 
for?-^'— when not content with the toa 
nrrathy Natural and fatal ways through 
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which the heart is eveiy day thus tfca* 

chefous ta itfelf above all things^-^-^-^-tfanu 
haft wilfully fee open this wide gate of 
deceit before the face of this unwary lira. 
Vfilfcr,— — too apt, God knows, to go 

aftray of hiinfelf, and confidendy 

fpeafc peace to his foul, when there is no 
peadc. 

Of this the common inftances, which 
I have drawn out of life, are too notori- 
ous to require mruch evidence. If any 
man doubts the reality of them, or thinks 
it impoffible for man to be fuch a bubble 
to himfelf, — I muft refer him a moment 
to his refleftions, and fhall then venture 
to truft the appeal with his own heart. 
Let him confider in how different a de- 
gree of deteftation numbers of wicked 
aftions ftand tbere^ though equally bad 

and vicious in their own natures he 

will foon find that fuch of them as ftrong 
inclination or cuftom have prompted him 
to commit, are generally drefs'd out and 
painted with all the falfe beauties which 
a foft and a flattering hand can give themj 
and that the others to which he feels no 
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propcnfity, appeaPi at once, ndktd and 
deformed, furroimdcd with all the true 
circumftances of folly and dilhonoun 

When David furprifed Saul fleeping in 

the cave, and jGut off the Ikirt of his robe, 

t - we read, his heart fmote him for 

what he had done. But, in the matter 

of Uriah, where a faithful and gallant 
fervant, whom he ought to have loved 
and honoured, fell to make way for his 
luft; ^hcrtCon/cience had fo much greater 

reafon to take the alarm, his heart 

fmotc him not. A whole year had al- 

moft paffed from the firft commiflion of 

that crime to the time Nathan was 

fcnt to reprove him; and we read not 
once of the leaft forrow or compunftion 
of heart, which he teftified during all 
that time, for what he had done. 

Thus Confcience, this once able mo- 
nitor,— placed on high as a judge within 
us,— and intended, by our Maker, as 
a juft and equitable one too, — by an un« 
happy train of caufes and impediments, 
-= — takes often fuch imperfect cogni- 
zance of what paifes, does its office 

fo negligently, — fometimcs fo corruptly. 
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#t; it,.is not.to Ipp truftcd,alpne,^ f^ 
thercfojff, >ve fincl, ,f^j^;*p is a ppv'elfj^jrj, ^;| 
abfolui;c jie.ccOUy, , of jpinyig , f^ij^Ji^ 
pjjinciple with itjj to aij^ if not^jg^yy^rn, 
it3 determinations, w^.i,../^ 

So that u you would form a juft jji^- 
ment gf .what is of infinite impon;i^n(;c^^^ 
you not to be miflcd in, namely, ijn w,h^ 
degree of real merit you Hand, citljj^r.a^ 

an honeft man, an ufeful citii^enj^-— ^r 

a faithful fubjedt to your king^-rrrp-pf ^4 
good fcrvant to your Gop — --ca|ljin 

Religion and MoRAtiTY. LooIv-ttt? 

What is written in the law of God Prrrr 
How readcft thou ?— .P-Confult calm 
reafon, and the unchangeable obligations 
of juftice and truth, What fay they? 

Let Confcience determine the matter 

upon thefe reports, and then, if thy 

heart condemn thee not^ which is the 

cafe the Apoftle fuppofes, the rule 

will be infallible Thou wilt have con- 

fidence towards God; that is, have juft 

grounds to believe the judgment thou haft 
paft upon thyfclf, is the judgment of 
GoDi and nothing elfe but an anticipa- 
tion of that righteous fentence, which 
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win be 'tironotrhccd, hereafter, upon thi^ 
b^ ttiat 'BititG, before ^hom thb\j art 
fittwff 'to give 'an^a^tcotint of thy aftions. 

•!S/^Srf Vi tbethMy indeed theri^'ias'the 
Autho^- of the book of Ecclefiiifiicus^X'^ 
pWfltes'lr; tt^it^ is not pricked witWthe' mul' 
fh^ie'ef bisfins.-^BleJfed is the man i^ofe 
htd/i 'tatb not condemned him^ and ttBd is 
Hdf'fiAlen from bis hope in the Lord. Whi- 
ItW'Ue he ricby continues he, or wheiber 
he tifooti^'—if be have a good' heart (a 

Hea^f'tHiis guided and informed) He 

palTdJt'aU times rejoice in a cheerful counte^ 
na^'^''^—His mind Jhall tell him more than 
P^^ viatcbmen that fit above upon a tower 
i^'%Wb. In the darkeft doubts it fhall 
eon(Ju6t him fafcr than a thoufand Ca- 
li?lftS>'and give the ftate he lives in, a bet- 
ter fdcurity for his behaviour, than alt 
fHe claiifes and reftriftions put together, 
which the wifdom of the legiflature is 
fj^ctd^^to multiply, — r forced, I fay, as 
t))ir^s ffandj human laws being not a 
rpatter of original choice, but of pure 
rieceffity, brought in to fence agai^ft the 
nrjiftihievous effefts of thofe ConfQiences 
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which are no law unto- thelnfelvest wifely 
incendiog by the many ppovilitmsfnadc^ 
That in all fuch corrupt or iinifgtiided 
cafes, >^here principle and the chefcks of 
Confcience will hot make us upright^ 
*-w*^to fupply their force, and by thcter-* 
rors of jaUs and halter3 oblige us to^ic..- 

To have the fear of God before our 
^yes s and, in our mutual dealings widi 
ca,ch other, to govern our adions by the 
eternal meafures of right and wrong : — — 
the firft of thefe will comprehend the 
duties of religion s the fecond thofc of 
morality : which are fo infeparably con- 
nefted together, that you cannot divide 
thefe two Tables ^ even in imagination 
(though the attempt is often made in 
praftice), without breaking and mutually 
deftroying them both* 

I faid the attempt is often made ; d ■ 

^nd fo it isj there being nothing 

more common than to fee a man, who 
has no fenfe at all of religion, and in- 
deed has fo much of honefty, as to pre- 
tend to none s who would yet take it as 
the bittereft affront, fhould you but hint 
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afo^i jCufpicion .of feia moral charaacr,— — 
CNtinniLgi^c he was notconfcientic»st% juft> 
todi(fett\apulous m the uttermoft mite. 
o When there is ihmt appearance that 
itiifi[i&>-^-^— though ofte is not willing even 
t^j/ufpeft the appearance of To great a 
virimei as moral honefty j — yet were we 
tolook into the grounds of it in the pre- 
fent' cafe, I am perfuaded we fhould find 
Jindc reafon to envy fuch a man the ho- 
nevHr of his motive. 

: .Let him declaim as pompoufly as he 
canon the fubjed, it will be found at lait 
to .reft upon no better foundation than 
cither his intereft, his pride, his eafe ; or 
fome fuch little and changeable paflionj 
as will give us but fmall dependence up- 
oniiiis aftions in matters of great ftref^. 

Give me leave to illuftrate this by an 
example. 

:^1 know the banker I deal with, or the 
phjf&fidan I ufually call in, to be neither 
of.^thcm men of much religion: I hear 
tken;i make a jeft of it every day, aiid 
treat' all its fanftions with fo much fcdrn^ 
anii contempt, as to put the matter paft' 
doubt. Well, notwithftanding this I 
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put my fortune into the hands of the Onci 
——and, what is dearer ftill to me, I 
truft my life to the honeft ikUl of the 

other. Now let me examine what is 

my reafon for this great confidence.——* 
Why, — in the firft place, I believe that 
there is no probability that either of them 
ivill employ the power, I put into their 
hands, to my difadvantage. I confider 
that honefty ferves the purpofes of this 
life,— —I know their fuccefs in the world 
depends upon the fairnefs of their cha- 

radterj that they cannot hurtme with^ 

out hurting themfelves more^ 

But put it otherwife, namely, that in- 

tereft lay for once on the other fide. 

That a cafe fliould happen wherein the 
one, without ftain to his reputation, could 
fecrete my fortune, and leave me naked 

in the world : or that the other could 

fend me out of it, and enjoy an eftate by 
my death, without difhonour to himfelf 

or his art In this cafe what hold have 

I of either of them ? Religion^ the 

ftrongeft of all motives, is out of the 
qucftion. Intcreft, the next moft pow- 
erful motive in this world, is ftro»gly 
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iigainfl: me. 1 have nothing left to caft 

into the fcale to balance this temptation. 
* — ^I ncinft lie at the mercy of honour, 
— . — or fome fuch capricious principle* 
—Strait fecurity ! for two of my bcft and 

moft valuable bleflings, my property 

and my life ! 

As therefore we can have no depend- 
ence upon morality without religion ; 

{6y on the other hand, there is nothing 
better to be expefted from religion with- 
out morality ; nor can any man be fup- 
pOfed to dilcharge his duties to God, 
(whatever fair appearances he may hang 
put; that he does fo) if he does not pay as 
confcientious a regard to the duties which 
he owes his fellow-creature. 

This is a point capable in itfelf of ftrifl: 
demonftration.—— rNcverthelefs, 'tis no 
rarity to fee a man whofe real moral merii: 
ftands very low, who yet entertains the 
higheft notion of himfelf, in the light of 
a devout and religious man. He ihall 
not only be covetous, revengeful, impla- 
cable, but even wanting in points of 

common honefty. Yetbecaufe he talk$ 

jbud againft the infidelity of the age, -— ~ 
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is zealous for fome points of teligion^ 
——goes twice a day to church, attends 
the facramehts, and amufc^ hknfelf with 
a few inftrumental duties of religioni^ 
— Ihall cheat his confcienceintaajudjg- 
mcnt that for this he is a religious many 
and has difcharged faithfully his duty to 
God : and you will find, that fuch a 
man^ through force of this delufion, ge* 
nerally looks down with fpiritual pride 
upon every other man who has lefs af-' 
feftation of piety, though, perhaps, ten 
times more moral honefty than himfelf. 

This is likezvife a fore evil under the fun ; 
and I believe there is no one miftaken 
principle which, for its time, has wrought 
more ferious mifchiefs. For a general 
proof of this, examine the hiftory of the 
Romifh church. — See what fcenes of cru- 
elty, murders, rapines, bloodflied, have 
all been fandlified by a religion not ftriftly 
governed by morality. 

In how many kingdoms of the worlds 
has the erufading fword of this mifguided 
Saint-Errant fpared neither age, or merit, 

or fex, or condition! And, as he 

fought under the banners of a religion^ 
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V^litch ftt him lobfe fr6m juftice arid hu- 

hiinit;yi-:~--hci fhewed none, ^-merci- 

Icfsly tratiTpIed uix)h both, heard neithef 
iHc? dries of the unfortunate, nor pitied 
rRbii- diftreffcs; 
■if the teftimbny of pall centuries in 

tlils'thatter is not ' fufficient, confider 

at this inftant, how the votaries of that 
religion are every day thinking to do 
ftrvice and hbnour to God, by aftions 
vS^ich are a dilhonour and fcandal to 
themfelves. 

Tto be convinced of this, go with me 
for ^' moment into the prifons of the in- 

cjuifition, Behold religion with mercy 

and juftice chain'd down under her feet, 
-iii-— there fitting ghaftly upon a black 
tribunal, proppM up with racks and in- 

ftfurfaents of torment, Hark ! — • 

What a piteous groan !— — See the me- 
lancholy wretch who utter*dit,juft brought 
forth to undergo the anguifli of a mock- 
trial,*' andE endure the utmoft pains that a 
ftticiiled fyftem of religious cruelty has been 
abf^ "to invent. Behold this helpleft 
viftim delivered up to his tormentors. 
His body fo wafted with Ibrrow and long 

R 2 
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rnufcle ja& it fiifF€rs,rrrr"Qbfevp^. tlij: 1^ 
iTiovcmcnti .of that hc>rri^^^/^f^g^.'j^^^r;-^ 
iWhpt.coiwulfions it ha^thrj^wn J^ip^Jpfo. 
Confider the nature of.tbp po^r^^Jn 
jwhich bc.|iow lies ftretch'd: — f- W^^i^*;^- 
.qyifitc torture he endures by it.-r-'Xis ^li 

nature can bear. -Good God .(. fee 

how it keeps his weary foul hanging up- 
on his trembling lips, willing to take its 

leave, but not fuffered to depart. 

Behold the unhappy wretch led back] to 
his cell,— ~dragg'd out of it again to 

meet the flames, and the infufts in 

his laft agonies, which this principle- 

this principle that there can be religion 
without morality, has prepared for him. 
The fureft way to try the merit of any 

difputed notion, is to trace down the 

confequences fuch a notion has produced, 
and compare them with the fpirit of 

Chriftianity. 'Tis the fliort and de- 

cifive rule, which our Saviou]r. has left 

for thefe and fuch like cafes, and is 

worth a thoufand arguments. — 'By their 
fruits^ fays hty ye Jhall know them. 
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Thus religion and morality, like Taft 

fHtrids and'MltuFd lilies, can li'e^^ier be 

'jfek ^tvafiaftcib;" without the mutual ruin 

"'ana 1diili6hotiF"^bf tliem both ^-'—^ and 

-(Jfibi^Ver goe^^ about this unfriendly 6f- 

fici^, !s rio wcU-wifher to eithcr,^-^-^^-^and 

.^'atever he pretends, he deceive fiii own 

"lieart, and, I fear, his morality, as well 

is his relision, will be vain. ^ 

i'^I' will add no farther to the length of 

this difcourfe, than by two or three fhort 

and independent Rules, deducible from 

wh^thas been faid, 

i)?. Whenever a man talks loudly 

"aga:inft religion, always fufpeft that it is 

^ not his reafon, but his paffions which 

■'fiave got the better of his creed. — A tad 

life znd a good belief are difagreeable and 

"jtroublefome neighbours, and where they 

\ Teparate, depend upon it, 'tis for no other 

^ caiife but quietnefs fake, 

'\.*Q.dly^ When a man thus reprefcnted, 

/^tplfs you in any particular inftance, that 

,4icH a thing goes againft his ronfcience, 

"4^^ always believe he means cxaftly tlie 

famc~thing as when he tells you fitch a 

thing goes againft his ftomach^-^-^-a pre- 
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fcnt want of appetite being generally the 
true caufe of both. 

In vi:ij^catdi ^-iruft ^bf^tifn^^i jn no- 
thing,— —who has not a confcience in 
everything. ■ • : ,^,,f,/ ; . , .^.. . , 

And in your own cafe rememfeer tliis 
plain diftinftion, a miftake in which has 
ruin'dthoufands——Thatyour confcience 
is hot alawj-^no, — God and reafonmade 
the law, and has placed Confcience with- 
in you to determine,-^not like an JJiatic 
Cadi, according to the ebb? and flowspf 
his own paflions ; but like a Br ittjb judge 
in this land of liberty, who makes no new 
Jaw,— —but faithfully declares that glo- 
jrjous law which he find? already writtep^ 
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SERMON XXVIIL ' 
Temporal Advantages of Religion. 

P.&P VERBS III* 17. 

HQr ways are ways of pleafantnefs^ and aU.herpatJbi ^JFC 
peace. 

ri-'HERE arc two opinions which the in- 
• confiderate are apt to take upon 
truft. — The firfl- is — a vicious life, is a 
life of liberty, pleafurc, and happy ad- 
vantages. — The fecond is — and which is 
the converfe of the firfl: — that a religious 
life is a fervile and mofl: uncomfortable 
ftate. 

The firfl: breach which the devil made 
upon human innocence, was by the help 
of the firfl: of thefe fiiggefl:ions, when he 
told Eve, that by eating of the tree of 
knowledge, fhe fhould be as God, that 
is, flie fhould reap fome high and fl:range 
felicity from. doing what was forbidden 
feer. — But I need not repeat the fucfeft 
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—Eve fearnt the diflfe rerieerbcc?«recti ;gooi 
aftd «vll fcy her franf^effi(ini which^ihe: 

Iwmc at the fame tiiticV that-the dififei-- 
cnce iras only thfe-^^-that good iS '^at 
which can only give the mind pleifore- 
and comfortti— and that evil is that, which 
muft neceflarily be attended fooner ori 
later with (hame and forrow. 

As the deceiver, of mankind thtis t^^: 
gan his triumph over our race— fo hasr Jie> 
carried it on ever fince by the very fafnfe' 
argument of delufion, — —That is^ by- 
pofleffing rpen's minds early with gre^t^ 
cxpedtations of the prefent incomes of fin,' 
making them dr^am of wonderous 
gratifications they are to feel in following 
their appetites in a forbidden way — ma** 
king them fancy^ tha; their own grapes 
yield not fo delicious a tafte as their 
neighbours, and that they (h^l quench 
their thirft with more pleafure at- h?s 
fountain, than at their own. This is the 
opinion which at firft too generally pre- 
vails — till experience and proper ftafons 
of refieftion make us all at one time or 
ppher confcfs-f-that; our counfellor hia^- 
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been, i^s : ft)odi'j the 1 :ibftgifliiang)i: wr ifti- 
poftQrrrr*rramfc:Kbf^ ' ripftcad. of fulfiiling 
thefcjbopcfi of gftini^^dfwcetQcfsJft wh^t, 
isfi^idcjen— chat^ on the contf^ryi eyc^y 
it^llftwfjLjl enjoymentkads only tQ^feittCT'''^ 
nefamnd lofs. 

, The fecond opinion, or> That, a rdi- 
gipus life is a fervile and uncomfortable 
ftate, has proved a no lefs fatal and tra- 
pilftl falfe principle in the condudlof un- 
C3Cr|>ericnce through life — the foundation 
of -which miftake arifing chiefly from this 
previous wrong judgment — that true hap- 
pincfs and freedom lies in a man's always 
fpilowing his own humour-^that to live 
hy ' moderate and prefcribed rules, is to 
liye without joy—- — that not to profecutc 
ow paflTions is to be cowards — and to 
fprego every thing for the tedious dif- 
tance of a future life. 
,} Was it true, that a virtuous man could 
have no pleafure but what (hould arifc 

frota that remote profpeft 1 own we 

areiby nature fo goaded on by the deiire 
ofTpreftnt happinefs, that was that die 
cafe, thoufands would faint under the diA* 
coutagement of fo remote an expcftation. 
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B ut in the mem tkac.thc Scriptures 
give us a very differcttt^rofpeft pf ;this 
matter. — There wear^e^tQld that the fer- 
vice of God is true liberty — thatthcyoke 
of Chriftianity is ^afy in comp^i^Hi of 
that yoke which muftbe brought upon us 
by any other fyftem of living, — an4 the 
text tells of wifdom-r-by which be ineans 
Religion^ that it has pleafantnefs in its 
way^ as well as glory in its end-: — that 
it will bring us peace and joy, fuch as 
the world cannot give.-n — So that upon 
examining the truth pf this affertion, we 
ihall be fet right in this error, by feeing 
that a religious man's happinefs does not 
ftand at fo tedious a diftance —but is fo 
prefent, and indeed fo infeparable from 
him, as to be felt and taftcd every hour — 
and of this even the vicious can hardly be 
infenfible, from what he may perceive to 
ipring up in his mind, from any cafual 
^6t of virtue. And though it is a plea- 
fure that properly belongs to the good-^ 
yet let any one try the experiment, and 
he will fee what is meant by that moral 
delight arifing from the confcience of 
»well-doing.~Let him but refrefh the 
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bowds of the needy— lethim cbmf^Srt the 
brdkett-Rearted^— or check an appetite, 6!^ 
ovitrc!6rne d temptation — or receive an 
afi¥dnt with temper aiid meeknefs— and 
he ftiall find the tacit praife of what he 
has ddne, darting through his mind, ac- 
companied with a fmcere pleafiirc — con- 
fcierice playing the monitor even to thd 
lobfe and moft inconfiderate, in their moft 
caftial afts of well-doing, and is, like a 
voice whifpering behind and faying — this 
is th^ way of pleafantnefs — this is the path 
of peace — walk in it. — 

But to do further juftice to the text, we 
iTiuft look beyond this inward recompence 
which is always infeparable from virtue 
.— — and take a view of the outward ad^ 
vantages, which are as infeparable from 
it, and which the Apoftle particularly re-« 
fers to, when 'tis faid, Godlihefs has the 
promife of this life, as well as that which 
is to come — and in this argument it is^ 
that religion appears in all its glory and 
ftrength^ — unanfwerable in all its obliga-! 

tions that befides the principal work 

whidh it does for us in fecuring our future 
well-being in the other world, it'is Hkef^ 
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wi^ the mqft cffeftual means to promote 
jour prelent--— and^ tfm^ only morally^ 
upon Account of that. reward which virtu- 
9US actions do entitje a man unto from a 
^utt iarwi a wife proyUlerice, — but by a na- 
turiir tendency in themfdves, which the 
dutiei ofreligion have fo procure us riches, 
iiealth, reputation, credit, and all' thofe 
things, wherein our temporal happinefs 
i^ 'thought to confift, and this not phly 
in promoting the well-being of particular 
perfons, but of public communities and 

of mankind in general,- agreeable to 

what the wife man has left us on record, 
that right^ouihefs exalteth a nation:— r 
infomuch, that could we, in confidering 
this argument, fuppofe ourfelves to be in 
a capacity of expoftulating with God, 
concerning the terms upon which we 

would fubmit to his government, and 

to chufe the laws ourfelves which we 
would be bound to obferve, it would be 
impoflible for the wit of man to frame 
any other propofals, which upon all ac- 
counts would be more advantageous , to 
pur own interefts than thofe very eondi- 
fipjo^ to which we are obliged by thciples 
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of religion and virtue. — And in tfiis does 
the reafonablencfs of Chrillianity,' and 
the beauty and wifdom of Providence, 
appear moft eminently towards niankind, 
in governing us by fuch laws as do moft 
apparently tend to make us happy, 
and in a word, in making that (in his 
mercy) to be our duty, which in his 
wifdom he knows to be our intcrefl:,— 
that is to lay, what is moft conducive to 
the eafe and comfort of our mind, — the 
health and ftrength of our body, — the ho- 
nour and profperity of our ftate and con- 
dition, — the friendfliip and good-will of 
our fellow-creatures ; — to the attainment 
of all which, no more effeftual means 
can poffibly be made ufc of, than that 
plain diredtion, — to lead an uncorrupted 
life, and to do the thing which is right, 
to ufe no deceit in our tongue, nor do 
evil to our neighbour. 

For the better imprinting of which 
truth in your memories, give me leave 
t6 offer a few things to your confider- 
ation. 
^' The firft is,— that juftice and honefty 
contribute very much towards all the fa- 
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culticd of the iTiind } I mcjm^ that it clears 
up the undcrAanUiMg (rem tb«t miftf 
which dark and i'twictd dtfigiu are apt 
to ruife in iCi-^-Hiul tlut it keeps up a »* 
gularity in ilic afl't^lion^y by fufiering jk> 
liiiUor l^y-endi lo dtfonlcr them«~11iiHt 
it JikewKr prefervcH the mind (roim tU 
cktnipfe of grief and triclancholy, wbieb 
me the lure confecpiencrs of unjufl: ic«- 
tinnb I And that by furh an imprciYcmeflt 
of the fiiankieH, it makes a man fo much 
the abler to difcerni and fo much the 
more cheerful^ ai^tive, and diligent to 
mind \\\% bufinefs. — Ijght \% fown for the 
riffjiirous, fayaihc |)ropher, and {^ladnefs 
for the n|»ii|'Jit in hrart. 

Srcondly, hi it Ixt (ihfcrvfd,-— that in 
thf continuant <• and ((Mirll: of" a virtuouj 
man's ali'airs, ilicre is litrlr probability 
of hib falling into c'onrKJrrablc tlilappoint- 
iiirnih or calainitiiw; — nor only becaufe 
pnaidcd by ihr prr)vid<'n( r of (Joo, bnt 
rliat hnnrlly h in its own nature the frccft 
from dan/'cr. 

Mill, Ixcauli' Cuch a onf' lays no pro- 
jcdis, w!ii< h it is thr intrrrll of another 
to blad, and therefore nrcdi; no indireft 
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methods or deceitful pradkices to fccure 
his intereft by undermining others.-*-Thtf 
paths of virtue are plain and ftraight, fof 
that the blind^ perfohs of the nneaneft ca^ 
pacity, (hall not err.' — Difhonefly requires^ 
flcill • to conduft it, and as great art to 
conceal — what 'tis every one's intereft to^ 
deteA. And I think I need not renn^ind? 
you how oft it happens in attempts of 
this kind — where worldly men, in hafte 
to be rich, have over-run the only mean9 
to it, — and for want of laying their con- 
trivances with proper cunning, or ma-* 
naging them with proper fecrecy and ad- 
vantage, have loft for ever, what they 
might have certainly fecured by honeft/ 
and plain-dealing. — The general caufes 
of the difappointments in their bufinefsy 
or of unhappinefs in their lives, lying but 
too manifcftly in their own diforderly pa(i 
fionsy which by attempting to carry them 
i, ihorter way to riches and honour, dif* 
appoint them of both for ever, and make 
plain their ruin is from themfelves, and 
that, they eat the fruits, which their own 
hands, have watered and ripened* 
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Confideri in the third place, that as 
the religious and moral man (one of 
which he cannot be without the other) 
not only takes the fureft courfe for fuc- 
cefs in his affairs, but is difpofed to pro- 
cure a help, which never enters into the 
thoughts of a wicked one i for being con- 
fcious of upright intentions, he can look 
towards heaven, and with fome affurance 
recommend his affairs to God's bleffing 

and direftionl whereas the fraudulent 

and difhoneft man dares not call for 
God's bleffing upon his defigns, — or if 
he docs, he knows it is in vain to expe6t 
it. — Now a man who believes that he has 
God on his fide, a<5ls with another fort of 
life and courage, than he who knows he 
Hands alone i — like Efau, with his hand 
againft every man, and every man's hand 
againit his« 

. The eyes of the Lord are upon the 
righteous, and his ears are open to their 
cry, but the face of the Lord is againft 
them that do evil. 

Confider, in the fourth place, that in 
all good governments who underftand 
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their owji intereft, the upright and honeft 
man ftands much fairer for preferment, 
and much more likely to be employed in 
all things when fidelity is wanted : — for all 
men, however the cafe ftands with thenv 
felves, they love at leaft to find honefty 
in thofe they truft ; nor is there any 
ufage we more hardly digeft, than that of 
being outwitted and deceived.- — This is 
fo true an obfervation, that the greateft 
Jcnaves have no other way to get into 
bufinefs> but by counterfeiting honefty, 
and pretending to be what they are not ; 
and when the innpofture is difcovered, as 
it is a thoufand to one but it will, I have 
juft faid, what muft be the certain con- 
fequence : — for when fuch a one falls,-— 
he has none to help him, fo he feldom 
rifes again^ 

This brings us to a fifth particular, in 
vindication of the text, — That a virtu- 
ous man has this ftrong advantage on his 
fide (the reverfe of . the laft), that the 
more and the longer he is known, fo 
much the better is he loved, fo much the 
more trufted i-^fo that his reputation and 
his fortune have a gradual incre^e 2— anjl 
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if calamities or crofs accidents fhotild 
bear him down, — (as no one ftands out 
of their reach in diis-^iwarid)— *i— if he 
fliould {al\j who would: not pity his. dii^ 
trefs, — ^who would not ftrctch forth his 
hand to raife him from the ground In^-^^ 
wherever there was virtue, he might cx- 
peft to meet a friend and brother><-And 
this is not merely fpeculation but fed, 
confirmed by numberiefs examples in life, 
of men falling into misfortunes, whofc 
charafter and tried probity have raifed 
them helps, and bore them up, when 
every other help has forfook them. 

Laftly, to fum up the account of the 
temporal advantages which probity has 
on Its fide,— let us not forget that greateft 
ofall happinefs, which the text refers to, 
— in the exprefllon of all its paths being 
peace, peace and content of mind, arifing 
from the confcioufnefs of virtue, which 
is the true and only foundation of all 
earthly fatisfaftion ; and where that, is 
wanting, whatever other enjoyments yo» 
beftowtipon « wicked man, they.widas 
jbon* add «x:ubit to his ftatureasitahis 
iiappinefs.*^In the- midft of the higheft 
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entertainments^-— — thisj like the hand-f 
writing upon the wall> will be enough to 
fpoil and difrclilh the fcafts — but much 
more So, when the tumuk and hurry of 
delight is over^ — when all is ftill and 
fiicnt, when the Tinner has nothing to do 
but attend its laihes and remorfes^ — and 
this, in fpite of all the common arts of 
diverfion, will be often the cafe of every 
wicked man j — for we cannot live always 
upon the ftretch 5— our faculties will not 
bear conftant pleafure any more than con-» 
ftant pain;— -there will be fome vacan- 
cies; and when there are, they will b€ 
fure to be filled with uncomfortable 
thoughts and black reflexions* — So that, 
fctting afide the great after-reckoning, 
the pleafures of the wicked are ovcr-» 
bought^ even in this world.— 

. I conclude with' one qbfervation upon 
the ; whole of this argument, which i$ 
this.^f?-— • 

;; Notwithftanding the great force with 
«rh^:h: k has been, often urged by good 
iwitei«,-r-there are. many cafes which it 
oidjK/inat. reach,^-wbereia vidws men 
fbij}::: .-... .. :.,.». a 
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may Teem to enjoy their portioa'of dsii 
life, tnd live w happy> and fall *in^ u 
few troubles, as other rtitn t~ahd there* 
fore it is prudent not to lay more ffieefi 
upon this argument than it will beftr:-^ 
but always remember to call into our aid; 
that great and more unanfwerable argu« 
ment, which will anfwer the moftdoube^ 
ful cafes which can be ftated,— tiid thitt 
is, certainty of a future life, which Chtif* 
tianity has brought to light* However 
men may differ in their opinions of the 
ufefulnefs of yilrtue for our prefent pur* 
pofes, no one was ever fo abiurd,. as to 
deny it fervcd our bcft and our laft in- 
tcreft, — when the little intercfts of this 
life were at an end : — upon which con- 
fideration we fhould always lay the great 
weight which it is fitteft to bear, as the 
ilrongell: appeal, and mod unchangeable 
motive that can govern our aftions at 
all times. — However, as every good ar- 
gument on the fide of religion Ihould 
in proper times be made ufe of, — it is 
tit fometimes to examine this, — by prov- 
ing virtue is not even deftitute of a pre- 
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lent reward, — but carries in her hand a 
fufficient recorppeiice for all the felf-dc- 
nial.s (he may occafion: — Ihe is pleafant 
in tie way, as well as in the ends — her 
ways. being ways of pleafantnefs, and alj 
her paths peace. — But it is her greateft 
and moft diftinguilhed glory, — that Ihe 
befriends us hereafter, and brings us 
peace at the laft s — and this is a portion 
Ihe can never be difinherited of, — which 
.may God of his mercy grant us all, for 
the fake of Jefus Chrift. 
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SERMON XXIX. 
Our Converfalion in Heaven. 

PHILIFPIANS III. 20. Xft Pait. 

For our Converfation is in Heaven. 

inpHESE words are the conclufion of the 
"■* account which St. Paul renders of 
himfelf, to juftify that particular part of 
his condudl: and proceeding, — his leaving 
fo ftrangely, and deferting his Jewifti 
rites and ceremonies, to which he was 
known to have been formerly fo much at- 
tached, and in defence of which he had been 
fo warmly and fo remarabkly engaged. 
This, as it had been matter of provo- 
cation againd him amongfl: his own coun- 
trymen the Jews, fo was it no Icfs an oc- 
cafion of furprife to the Gentiles ; — that 
a perfon of his great charafter, intereft, 
and reputation, — one who was defcended 
from a tribe of Ifrael, deeply Ikilled io 
the profeiHons, and zealous in the oi- 
s 4 
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fervances of the Jlraiteft feSi of that religion ; 
who had their tenets inftilled into him 
fronfi his tender years, under the infti- 
tution of the ableft mafters ; — a Pharifee 
himfelf,— the fon of a Pharifee, and 
brought up at the feet of Gamaliel, — one 
that was fo deeply interefted, and an ac- 
ceffary in the perfecution of another re- 
ligion, juft then newly come up j — a re- 
ligion to which his whole fe<5t, as well as 
himfelf, had been always the bittereft and 
moft inveterate enemies, and were cpn- 
ftantly upbraided as fuch, by the firft 
founder of it; — that a perfon fo befet, and 
hemm'd in with interefts and prejudices pn 
all fides, ihould after all turn profelyte 
to the very religion he had hated j— a re- 
ligion too, under the moft univerfal 
contempt of any then in the world, — the 
chiefs and leaders of it men of the lowcft 
birth and education, without any advan- 
tages of parts or learning, or other endow- 
ments to recommend them: — that he 
ihould quit and abandon all his former 
privileges, to become merely a fellow- 
labourer with thefe, — that he fhould give 
up the reputation he had acquired amongft 
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his brethren by the ftudy and labours of 

a whole life; that he fhould give np 

his friends, — his relations andfannily, from 
whom he eftranged and banifhed himl'elf 
for life J this was an event fo very ex- 
traordinary, — fo odd and unaccountable, 
— that it might well confound the minds 

of men to anfwer for it. It was not 

to be accounted for upon the common 
rules and meafures of proceeding in hu- 
man life. 

The Apoftle, therefore, fincc no one 
elfc could do it fo well for him, comes, 
in this chapter, to give an explanation 
why he had thus forfakeh fo many worldly 
advantages, — which wasowing to agreatcr 
and more unconquerable afFeftion to a 
better and more valuable intereft, that iri 
the poor perfecuted faith, — which he had 
once reproached and deftroyed, — he had 
now found fuch a fulnefs of divine grace, 
— fuch unfathomable depths of God's 
infinite mercy, and love towards man- 
kind, that he could think nothing too 
much to part with in order to his cm- 
bracing Chriftianity ; — nay, he accounted 
all things but lofs,— that is, Icfs than 
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nothing^ for the excellency of the know- 
ledge ^f J^fus Chrift. 

The Apoftlc, after this apology for him- 
felf, proceeds, in the fecond verfe before 
the text, to give a very different reprefent- 
ation of the worldly views and fenfual 
principles of other pretending teachers, 
——who had fet themfelves up as an ex- 
ample for men to walk by, againft whom 
he renews this caution :— For many 
walk, of whom I have told you often, 
and now tell you even weeping, that they 
are the enemies to the crofs of Chrift, — 
whofe end is deftrudion, whofe God is their 
belly, and whofe glory is in their Ihame, 
who mind earthly things, — ^posuaidig, — re- 
lifh them, making then) the only objcdt 
of their wiflies, taking aim at nothing 

better, and nothing higher, but cur 

converfation, fays he in the text, is in hea- 
ven. We Chriftians, who have embraced 
a perfecuted faith, are governed by other 
confidcrations, — —have greater and no- 
bler views; here we confider ourfelves 
only as pilgrims and ftrangers. — Our 
home is in another country, where we are 
continually tending 5 there our hearts and 
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afFeftions are placed j and when the few 
days of our pilgrimage (hall be over, 
there fhall we return, where a quiet ha- 
bitation and a perpetual reft is dcfigned 
and prepared for us for ever, — Our con- 
verfation is in heaven, from whence, fays 
he, we alfo look for the Saviour, the 
Lord Jefus Chrift, who fliall change our 
vile body, that it may be falhioned like 
unto his glorious body, according tp the 
working whereby he is able to fubdue all 
things unto him. — It is obfervable, that 
St. Peter rcprefents the ftate of Chriftians 
under the fame image, of ftrangers on 
earth, whofe city and proper home is hea*- 
ven: — he makes ufe of that delation of 
citizens of heaven, as a ftrong argument 
for a pure and holy life, — befeeching them 
as pilgrims and ftrangers here, as men 
whofe interefts and connexions are of fo 
Ihort a date, and Co trifling a nature, 

to abftain from flefhly lufts, which 

war againft the foul, that is, unfit it for 
its heavenly country, and give it a dif- 
relifti to the enjoyment of that pure, and 
fpiritualized happinefs, of which th^t tt> 
gion muft confift, wherein there fhall' in 
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no wife enter any thing that defileth, nei- 
ther whatfpcver worketh abomination. 
— The, j^pofUc tells us, that without ho- 
linefs no man fhall fee God; — by which 
no doubt he means j that a virtuous life is 
the only niedium of happincfs and terms 
of lalvation, which can only give us ad- 
miffion into heaven.— —But fomc of our 
divines carry the affertion further, that 
without holinefs,— without fome previous 
fimilitudc wrought in the faculties of the 
mind, correfponding with the nature of 
the pureft of beings, who is to be the ob- 

jeA of our fruition hereafter; that it 

is not morally only, but phyfically im- 
poflible for it to be happy,-*— and that 
an impure and polluted foul is not only 
unworthy of fo pure a prefence as the 
fpirit of God, but even incapable of en- 
joying it, could it be admitted. 

And here, not to feign a long hypor 
thelis, as fomc have done, of a finner's 
being admitted into heaven, with a par- 
ticular defcription of his condition ami 
behaviour there, — we need only confider, 
that the fupreme good, like any other 
good* is of a relative nature, and confer 
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qucntly the enjoyment of it miift require 
fome qualification in the faculty, as well 
as the enjoyo^ent of any other good does; 
—there muft be fomething antecedent in 
the difpofition and temper, v/hJch will 
render that good a good to that indivi- 
dual, otherwife though (it is true) it 

may be poflefled, — yet it never can be 
enjoyed. — 

Preach to a voluptuous epicure, who 
knows of no other happinefs in this world, 
but what arifes from good eating and 
drinking;— fuch a one, in the apoftlc^s 
language, whofe God was his belly ;—» 
preach to him of the abftraftions of the 
foul, tell of its flights, and brifker mo- 
tion in the pure regions of immenfityj — 
reprefent to him that faints and angels eat 
not, — but that the fpirit of a man lives 
for ever upon wifdom and holinefs, and 
heavenly contemplations: — why, the only 
effeft would be, that the fat glutton would 
ftare a while upon the preacher, and in a 
few minutes'fall faft afleep. — Noi if you 
would catch his attention, and make him 
take in your difcourfe greedily,— yotj muft 
preach to him out of the AJcbrah,— ^talk 
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of the raptures of fenfual cnjoymentsj 
and of the pleafures of the perpetual fcaft- 
ing, which Mahomet has defcribedi — 
thereyoutouchupon a note which awakens 
and finks into the inmoft recefles of his 
foul ;— without which, difcourfe as wifely 
and abftraftedly as you will of heaven, 
your reprefentations of it, hoi^ever glo- 
rious and exalted, will pafs like the fongs 
of melody over an car incapable of dif- 
ccrning the diftindtion of founds.— 

We fee, even in the common inter- 
courfes^ of focicty,— how tedious it is to 
be in the company of a perfon whofe hu- 
mour is difagrceable to our own, though 
perhaps in all other refpe£ts of the greateft 
worth and excellency. — How then can 
we imagine that an ill-difpofed foul, 
whofe converfation never reached to hea- 
ven, but whofe appetites and defires, to the 
laft hour, have grovell'd upon this unclean 

fpot of earth ; how can we imagine it 

(hould hereafter take pleafure in God, or 
be able to tafte joy or fatisfaftion from his 
prefence, who is fo infinitely pure that 
he even putteth no truft in his faints,— 
nor are the heavens themfelves (as Jo|^ 
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fays) clean in his fight,— The confider- 
ation of this has Icdfome writers fo far, as 
to fay, with fomc degree of irreverence 
in the exprcflion,-— -that it was not in 
the power of God to make a wicked man 
happy, if the foul was feparated from the 
body, with all its vicious habits and in- 
clinations unreformcdj — which thought 
a very able divine in our church has pur- 
fued fo far, as to declare his belief,—— 
that could the happieft maniion in heaven 
be fuppofed to be allotted to a grofs and 
polluted fpirit, it would be fo far from 
being happy in it, that it would do pe- 
nance there to all eternity : by which 

he meant, it would carry fuch appetites 
along with it, for which there could be 
found no fuitable objeifls.-^A fuiHcient 
caufe for conftant torment; — for thofc 
that it found there, would be fo difpro- 
portioned, that they would rather vex and 
upbraid it, than fatisfy its wants.— This^ 
it is true, is mere fpeculationt— and what 
conicern^us not to know > — it being enough 
fof our pm-pofe^ that fuch an experiment 
is never likely to be tried,---that we Hand 
upon different teraw with God>T— rthat. 
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a virtuous life is the foundation of all our 
happinefs^— that as God has no pleafure 
in wickednefs^ neither fball any evil dwell 
with him ; — and that, if we expeft our 
happinefs to be in heaven, — we muft have 
our converfation in heaven, whilft upon 
earth, make it the frequent fubjeft of our 
thoughts and meditations, — let every ftep 
we take tend that way, — every adion of 
our lives be conduced by that great mark 
of the prize of our high-calling, forget- 
ting thofe things which are behind i » 

forgetting this world, — difengaging our 
thoughts and affedbions from it, and there- 
by transforming them to the likenefs of 
what we hope to be hereafter. — How can 
wc expeft the inheritance of the faints of 
light, upon other terms than what they 

themfelves obtained it ? • 

Can that body expeft to rife and Ihine 
in glory, that is a flave to luft, or dies in 
the fiery purfuit of an impure defire ? 
Can that heart ever become the lightfome 
feat of peace and joy, that burns hot as 
an oven with anger, rage, envy, luft, and 
ftrife ? full of wicked imaginations, fet 
only to devife and entertain evil ? 
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Can that flcfli appear in the laft d^y, 
and inherit the kingdom of heaven in 
the glorified ftrength of perpetual youth, 
that is now clearly confumed in intem- 
perance, finks in the furfcit of continual 
drunkennefs and gluttony, and then tum- 
bles into the grave, and almoft pollutes 
the ground that is under itf — Can wc 
reafonably fuppofc, that head fliall ever 
wear or become the crown of righteouf- 
nefs and peace, in which dwells nothing 
but craft and avarice^ deceit and fraud 
and treachery, which is always plod- 
ding upon worldly defigns, racked with 
ambition, — rent afunder with difcord,— * 
ever delighting in mifchief to others, and 
unjuft advantages to itfelf? — Shall that 
tongue, which is the glory of a mark 
when rightly direfted, — be ever fet to 
God's heavenly praifcs, and warble forth 
the harmonies of the bleflfed, that is now 
full of curfing and bittemefs, back-bit-^- 
ing and flandcr, under which is ungodli- 
nefs and vanity and the poifon of afps ? 

Can it enter into our hearts even to 
hope, that thofc hands can ever receive 

VOL, VII. T 
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•Ihc ceward of rightfeoufnds, that arc^full 
of bloody laden with the wagcfe of iin»- 
quity, of theft, rapine, violence, ctxtor- 
tion, or other unlawful gain? 'or that 
thofe feet fhaH ever be beautiful upon 
the mountains of light and joy, t^at 
*crc never Ihod for the preparation of 
the gpfpel,-^that have run quite out pf 
the way of God's word,-- — and made 
hafte only to do evil ?^-No furely. — In 
this fenfc, — he that is unjuft, let him be 
ui^uft ftill^ and he which is filthy, let 
him be filthy flill. 

flow inconfiftent the whole body of 
fin is^ with the glories of the celeflial 
body that (hall be revealed hereafter,—- 
and that in proportion as we fix the re- 
prefentation of thefe glories upon our 
minds, and in the more numerous parti- 
culars we do it,— the flronger the neccf- 
fity as well as perfuafion to deny oirr- 
ielves all ungodlinefs and worldly lufts, 
to live foberly, righteoufly and godly in 
this prefent world, as the onl^ way to 
entitle us to that blelTcdnefs fpoken of in 
the Revelations — of thofe who do his 
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dcinfwnandmenw/ and have ft right to' the 
tree of life, and IhaU enter into 'the gates 
of the city of the living G«d, iJ^e liai'- 

renly JerufaleiBt end to an innumenUe 

company of angels to the gciieral 

aflcmbly and church of the firft-born, 
that are written in heaven, and to God 
the judge of all, and to the fpirits of juft 
men made perfeft, — who have wafticd 
their robes, and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb.— — 

May God give us grace to live under 
the perpetual influence of this expefta- 

tion, that by the habitual impreffion 

of thefe glories upon our imaginations, 
and the frequent fending forth our 
thoughts and employing them on the 
other world,— —we may difentanglc 

them from this, and by fo having 

our converfation in heaven whilft we are 
here, we may be thought fit inhabitants 
for it hereafter — that when God at the 
laft day Ihall come with thoufands and 
ten thoufands of his faints to judge the 
world, we may enter with them irito 
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happinefs^ ^d with angels and arch- 
angels> and all the company of hea* 
vcn, we may praife and magnify his 
glorious name^ and enjoy his prefcnce 
for ever. 
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